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to tHE ftJEAiJEl^. 



AS trade zsxA commerce tm\A6y ^v try 
considerable part of mankind^ an attempt 
to rctidef ^^ cDoduct of tkofte ^ho ire en- 
gaged \ti ft mo^ hap^y and succfessfrf, wiH 
apt)eii to 6e^ at leait, a betfevotent lihd^r. 
taking ; ^d to thi5 end it fe evident, tfiirt 
moraUn well as prudential dtHcu<^% maj^ 
contribute. Certainly, to discharge in A 
proper intititiei- the respective duties of the 
common calfitig& of life, which take np sit 
part^ of 6t!if time in severZy requires greatfer 
attention of mitid than is usually paid to 
th'^m, fo^ the regHilar discharge ctthtir re. 
spectite dtities; and may adinit of m6k'6 
Assistance than has y6t bfeed offei'cd to tlie 
world in any ti^Atfee nbv fjxtant. There 
i$, inde^cL an 6xeettent^iecewfrithhasipttt 
with cohsiSeraMc aid deserved atd^ptiinfe©', 



iV TO THE READER. 

-called the Complete English Tradesman^ 
whicb I could wish were in the hands of aU 
that are concerned to appear in that charac- 
ter with honour or succc/ss ; but as' it is chief- 
ly employed in considerations of a ^rf/^(?7i- 
tial nature, it leaves room ftr an attempt 
of the present kind* 

Instead therefore of useless speculations, 
or perplexing controversies in religion^ 
which nei^er enrich the mind, nor reform 
the manners of men ; I shall endeavour to 
direct the conscientious tradesman in the 
duties of his (laily calling, wherein he is 
'surrounded with manifold temptations 
and difficulties, and stands in need of all 
the assistance he can obtain from God or 
man. He hath the same depraved nature 
to bias him, and the same malicious spirit 
to tempdt Him, ^s others ; and he hath a much 
greater variety of trials and temptations 
from the world, than either the husband- 
man, scholar, or gentleman. The parti- 
cular cirCt^m^ance^ of tiradt, and the (tidies 



flpHrkig from tbftwe, 9re mdfsm^d top imme* 
rood to bse <^B(taii}^ in i^) «imd| a Itrjixt a|» 
Ai* J y^^ J doubt fiQfe iMit t^ prmcip^en 
9Xid^ru}^ hpr^ 1^ liowtt, JbrinR faMhfutty 
^1^4 1^ pmioi^hr imiB(9^ will gexvsr^y 
he found ^uftcij^r ft^li^s djir^ti^ i though) 
^f ott it inusl jb$ ^WSK^d^r^feftt tju; Tflq^ 
(4M f(ew <rf fi^*)^ w4 ja^n^f r/e Ipve to tm 
neighbour, will ^ ap^Qirf f^ ^ir^ct us ip 
many doubtful and critical idases, than can 

Lex m€ JbfKg ilMit ithe «6aAes:.iirai»ld^9to 
in^ ii€)rii^iis find AMtiwtf coimdctftticia:^ 
liH^ dmt »f)i bem ^^gg^m^ And tC^ 
M^^ "vrHH Miy thi^ wbich yec«NitA«ke]^ iiife^ 
hdf t,<kU^fi(mscimf^^ $fi jgif^tlAt t^ 4kp 

«tie^ t9 fut in pmeticc. ^misSfj n^ <^ 
<^ftii be 90 ab0ttr4 at t^ thinlLJt fH^ix^t a^ 
gifgfp^ ^^\\f^Qm ,^tixfi )LjQi3d8.day> «r >to 
4^ /sienatt» lA :the.dfiVQtiMft of i^ex^fo^^e^) 
MditbeH |^«^£bn6Giecfcce ^/^ aUcheon- 
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vi TO THE READER. 

termediate timq ; since these reltgiotts du- 
ties were designed as the means of pro- 
ducing and maintaining those principles of 
wisdom and justice, virtue and goodness, 
which are to foe in confinual exercise ; and 
the infinite Creator and Proprietor of the • 
universe, claims our coriBtant obedience to 
his laws, as well as our devout ascriptions 
of worship and adoration. ^ 

It may be fit to acquaint the world, that 
the substance of this piece is taken from a 
book tnti^ed. The Tradesman's Calling, - 
which, though it has lain some time in ob^ 
scurity, i^ thought by many judicioiis per* 
sons to be very deserving of the public 
regard. ' The publisher Xrould have wished, 
it had he^ik revised, lUid sept into the World 
by a more able hand ; and the sense he had 
of itBf deficiency, was the chief cause 
of its .lying so long unpublished i but h'e 
does not absolutely dcapair of it^ being ift 
some degree useful, since, as a learned wri- 
ter observes, ^ Truth influences the ininf4 
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of man more by its own authority, evi- 
dence and excellency, than by any oma- 
vments of wit and eloquence in which it may 
be drest." And such ornaments are in this 
caSie the less needful, as the subjects ar^ 
chiefly addressed to persons of plain sense 
and understanding ; if the God ef the spi" 
riu.of allfie$h^ is pleased to smile upon it 
so far as to render it effectual* to reform the 
practices, and improve the tempers of those 
that read it, the Publisher will haye the 
full reward he hopes for, from this essay 
of benevolence to his fellow beings ; and a 
thousand encomiums on the elegance of the 
composition, without these effects would 
afibrd him little satisfaction. If ever the 
blessed God is pleased to reform a sinful 
world, He will honour His vwn word as the 
instrument of producing such an happy 
event. 



THE 

PLAIN TEACHER. 



CHAI^. I. 



THE NATURE OF A LIFE OF BUSINESS, 
AND OBUGATIONS TO IT. 

THE supreme felicity, and great end 
of man, is to knowt lover, and glorify God 
his Creator, Redeemer and Benefactpr. 
John xvii. 3. But as we^ are beings en- 
dowed with powers and faculties of body 
and miod, fitted and designed for actions 
relative to our present state of being ; and 
are placed by Divine Providence in mutjual 
dependence upon each other, by the per- 
petual return of wants, which of ourselves 
we are incapable of relieving or supplying; 
both reason and religion require, that all, 
as they are able, should be employed in 
wch a manner as may be beneficial to 
themselves^ and the society to which they 



10 The Wisdom and Goodness 6f God 

relate;* and a very considerable part of 
the beauty and excellence of the Christian 
life, consists in due nfiections and conduct 
with respect to the persons and things of 
the present state^ and in acting upon prin- 
ciples of wisdoiH, ^olidn^, jusfic^ and 
integrity to one anodier. 

The real and imaginary wants of man- 
kind have created great tSvtrsity in their 
employments. Some are chiefly labouring 
to support the life, or restore the health of 
the body. Others to defend men's -persons 
or estates^ and secure or promoJte die pri- 
vate or pimlic pe«:e and prpsperity* Some 
to improve the mind in useful and enter- 
taining knowledge: or, in the more im- 
pbrtaiit confccms of religion land virtue, 
which, though not ialWays the most a<ivan- 
tageous, yet are certainly not the least tio- 
We conplojiments. While others^ in vast 
variety, ate contribating to the conveni- 
ence and delight oif their brethteti of man- 
kind. 



* Heftvetifdtm«d each on «tlier m d^iefed^ 

As master^ or as aervfmt, or ai iHend « 

Bids each on ottter for afis'wtance call, 

till one nmn's weakness grows the strenif th of all ; 

And builds on wants, and oA defedi of 'irtind, 

The joy, the pence, the ^ry <rf mankind. 



AkvAy s\3xt\% the wisdom dad go<)dne8s 
of Ga© li^^TVfi our refl«cti0o h^^« injft* 
ting vsA di^oimg xafiXi XQ ihmpt vij^iou^ 
serviees) ifhicbarenuilect to the n^^es^ities 
and comfarts of himtD lifet } e^ch^ cQnduc- 
mg to the public good ; aiid qualified for 
dbdiarging the reapct^iv^ offices in which 
they ^tc engaged. Tb^ rieh oilg^t to re- 
laeiaber that ritek comfnU as mach de- 
pend OB' thi$ secvicfj 0f the poor^ ^ the 
ssuppont of t]^e ptoot doei <^n their Ka- 
dlec or bo^imty ;. to that *■ the eye can- 
not say to idle, handy I (have n^^pe^d of 
tbee; nor the head, to ^hefeest, I h^veno 
ncedof yon;^' lC<»«xii> %X. tbi? should 
induce them to treat i^p poor with tendfcf' 
ness^ 2xsA reward thejuiwitfa UhraHty. 

That ie very .one mho: id icap^ble of it, 
Should be constantly empk^Xvk some use.. 
fill stadon of Hfe, appears a tr^U^ so evi- 
dent that liide need he said to svipport it. 
Few indeed are so w/>r|;hle$s as to he xi^ 
wdy^ idle, hiit that, we fatt^y owriaelves only 
now, and then^ as humour apd fl^Dcy in^i^^ 
us, can nevAr he sufficient to. answer th|j 
cod of our creation ; for thi9 it h Y^ecess^? 
ryi w^ should exert oursel>^es in soine busir 
nc»s that may fully employ our time ;- and 
that it shpuid be our ovm prgper busipess ; 
for diyiue wisdom censures those ^s disor- 
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derly Ihers^ 2 Thess. Hi. 11. who either 
work not at all, or are busybodies, trifling 
intermeddlers in the affairs of others, to 
the neglect of their own ; and requires ^that 
they stvuly to bequtet^ and to do their own 
business.'* iThcrss. iv. 11. The wise Go» 
vernor of the universe has appointed to 
every one his proper place siMd wori^ and 
will rather reprove than reward those who 
are acting out of their own sf^ere. But- 
as pride and sbth have many fdeas, I shall 
endeavour to enforce the obligations to a 
life of useful activity, by observing, 

1st. Thit the nature zid reason ^things 
require it. There arc comparatively few 
whose circumstances are independent. 
Now it is highly unreasonable to Uve upon 
others without d mutual return of advan* 
tage. And to expect that sustenance should 
drop from the clouds^ without labour and 
care of our own, is an absurdity so obvi- 
ous and flagrant, that none are stupid 
enough to maintain it ; yet their conduct^s 
not much wiser, who pretend to live upon 
providence while they live in shthj and do 
not exert themselves in some proper busi» 
ness for their own support. But let a per- 
son's circumstances be what they will, the 
God of nature, who doeth nothing in vain^ 
by having given us capacities and powers 
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Sot actipn, plainly intimates^ that it is our 
duty to employ them in a rational and use' 
ful manner. Indeed, activity is so natural 
and delightful co man, that if idleness had 
the sanction of a law to enforce it, no 
doubt many would willingly pay their fine 
for liberty to work, 

2d. It is the express command and ap^ 
pointment of Goi). Adarriy before and af- 
ter his fail, was placed In. a state of action*^ 
In innocency, the.wisdom of Gop c|iose a 
calling £6r him : " Th^ {iord G^d took 
the man,, and put hhn into- the garden of 
£den, to dress it, and to ke^p it.'' Gen. 
if. 15. '' If a noble birth, as one observes, 
a great estate, a small family, s^nd a mind 
fitted for contemplation, would excuse 
man frdm labour : n6nci have sO fair a plea 
for it as he." After the fall when labour" 
was more difficult to him $knd less pr^^fita* 
ble, he was enjoined, in the sweat of his 
fac^ to eat his breads until he i^hould re« 
turn unto his dust.'^ Gen. iii. 19. The com- 
mand of Almighty God to all his posteri- 
ty is, that *' six days they should labour, 
and do all their work ;" Exod. xx. 9. In 
this is plainly iniplied, that all should fill 
up their timfc with some proper employ- 
raent, from one season of religious rest to 
another. For it is obvious to remark, that 
B 
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the obligfeition to labour ^x dajrs, is ex- 
pressed in as general terms, and is bound 
upon us hy the same authoritjr, as the religi* 
ous observation of the ^ffv^f A. Nor is the 
case changed under the gospel, by which 
men are commanded and exhorted, in the 
" name and authority of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, with quietness to work, and to eat 
their own bread.?' 2 Thess. iii. 12. That 
his precepts mignt have greater fm*ce, he 
has giveii us his own exqtnpk; for before 
bi« Entrance intd the ministerial officey we 
find him labouring in the carpenter's trade z 
Markvi.3. And if so divine a person stoon* 
ed td amead calling to teach us humility, di- 
ligence and'industry, shall any who call him 
their master, refuse to imitate him herein ? 
Sd. Justice to ou^r families and the pubr 
lie require iu The great author of our 
natures, has implatoted in every being, 
love and affection to their tender offspring, 
^bich excitea them to study and promote 
their happiness ^ but idleness and sloth ob- 
struct those blessings by which the family 
might live comfortably, and be disposed of 
happily. And whatever profession of re- 
ligion there may be, the sacred records 
warrant us to say, thiat ^* if any provide 
not for his own, and espec^Uy for those of 
bis own house, he hath denied the faith. 
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smd is worse ^aua an ia£<kl." 1 Tim* v. B« 
fipw unnatural is t^e sighti when >y the 
slodifttkiess of tfa^s parent, the children are 
clothed with rags? Or how can they ri$e 
up and caH them blessed, who thus make 
t&em heirs to nothing hut poverty and di&> 
tress? 

Nor is the regard we owe to the fnAlic 
io be overlooked. No9e should sti^id^s 
^tfphet^ in their gemeratiwsi bi^t sq eai« 
^oy themselves as to h^ jfimin^^ in it» 
that their absenee may be aensiUy feltL 
How' many are e«iploye4 to furnish ,u» 
wi^ Ifae eottve|atenGea and iief:essaries of 
Mfe: and how unreasimable is it po make 
119 retutm? The iioduatrious bees drive 
di^ useless droxies from their little com^ 
monweakh; and indeed those deserve n<Mt 
the protection, that add not to the welfare 
of the public* 

^ On these principles, and from a coovic* 
tion that idleness was injurious tothe con* 
st^utions and morals oi men, and very unr 
just and miachieyioas to society? the and^ 
eat Greeks and Romans appointed mi^.8* 
trates to see that no person^, spent their 
Afne in sloth ; and severely pimished thone 
that thus offended^ It was the general 
euBtom of the Jews to bring up their chil* 
dren to mamuu labpur^ h^w pkotiful soi- 
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ever their circumstances were, or how po* 
lite soever their education was designed 
to be. On this account we find the apostle 
Paul, who had a leartied education, under 
the greatest dftheit* Rabbi's, working as a 
tent maker. The same custom is continu- 
ed in other nations to this day. 

4th. Our own safety and cbmfort much 
depend upon it. The busy person like the 
bird upon the wing, escapes many of those 
snares to which the indolent are exposed. 
'It is hardly possible that a person should 
continue absolutely unemployed for any 
' long time ; and Ite that is not doing what 
he ought^ will he dbiftg what he otrght not ; 
the destroyer of souls^cati hajfdly wish for . 
a fairer mark at which to direct his temp- 
tation's, than an idle person; The sl&th of 
Sodpm is represented as one cause of the 
wickedness of it ; Ezek. xvi. 4*9. and Z>a- 
'ind'^s crimifial indulgence seems to have 
Been preceded by the same indisposition : 
3 Sam. 3ci. 2; But an honest diligence 
subdues th^t i>ride, lust, and sensuality, 
which are cherished by sloth and indo- 
lence. What numbers have been cut xM 
in the midst of life, or had their beings 
rendered uncomfortable while they lived, 
hy tbe greAt variety of diseases which ^hth 
^nAinactmty bring upon the human £ram«| 



Sifith reproved. / It 

as dropsies, cemsumptionSy melandfdly) Md 
the like, whidi, accordttig to all huiMii 
.Trews, imght have been prevented by use- 
ful activity i The difference of sloth and 
industry in the acquisition and enjoyment 
of ^e^ood things of life, is too evident to 
need my illustration here. From hence 
we may take occasion to reflect, 

1. That an indolent Hfe is bhmeahkj 
whatever excuses may be made fdr it. 

It is certainly wroog, that persons in afm 
fiuem circumstances in lifey should think 
ibemselvea^cused from activity and em* 
fbtffnentm iluperior advantages in life are 
chiefly valuable as they give an opportunity 
of aerving Goi^, and dotiig good in a more 
extensive way: but thdr design is per* 
' verteif wheb they are made a plea for sloth 
and luxuiy* If yom* vivn condition does 
not require the improvement of your foi^ 
tune, the wants of others do, , and the wel- 
fare of your s<ncl may render an emjdoy* 
ment highly expedient, A ^ousand vices 
are producedby idleness. Tfaehumanmllilp 
without exercise, like standing water, soon 
grows corrupt ; and a life spent in the 
cheerful service of Goo, and usefulness to 
mankind, will doubtless yield a morepiea" 
sant reflection in the decline of years, or 
B 2 
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the ptospect of death, thaa time trifled 
awaj in inactivit}' and doing nothing. 

It is not a sufficient excuse for slothfiil- 
ness that any have been hitherto unsuccess-' 

ful in business. Let sucji exert themselves 
with vigour, aolfl consider their disappoint- 

. ment as a motive to greater diligence and 
prudence, rather than a reason for indolent 
despondency^ One attempt may succeed, 
though others have been fruitless. Instead, 
therefore, of sitting down discouraged^ let 
persons iq this cas4& use care and diligence 
tojind out the cause of their wsuccessfuU 
ness, and endeavour to correi^t; whether 

' it be imprudence, indolence, unskilfulness, 
credulity or vice : and having done this, 
let theni endeavour to introduce them- 
selves again into business, with greater 
caution, with more steady^ resolution and 
diligence, and with s^ humble dependence 
on Goi>,- the giver of wisdom, and foun- 
tain of happiness. 

If inability is pleaded, take care it be 
||^/ and not imaginary. There is'no per- 
sop to whom Goo has given the exercise 
I of reason^ but may employ himself in. some 
way or other ; and an industrious mind will 
break through many diificulties^ rather than 
stand as, a cypher in the world. Ipdeed if 
we are wholly disabled by infirmities, GO0 



/ 
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himself gives a release from labour. Pa<> 
tience and sutMxiission to his will, are the 
proper duties of that state; which, how- 
ever it may and should be borne with pa- 
tience, will always be considered as anafr 
fiiction by an active mind. It is to be fear- 
ed, the cause of persons loitering away 
their lives ^ry frequently is, that their 
purses are too lorv for. high and honourable 
employments', and their spirits too high foi; 
those that are me^ : thpy would Wvh with- 
out labour, and enjoy plenty without pains : 
'dnd thtir unwillingness to actiom and not 
their inability^ is the tru^e cause of an indo- 
lent life. 

2. Let parents be persuaded to educate 
their children for a life of business and use^ 
Julness f let not such noble powers and fa-* 
€ulties produce suchworthdes6 lives, as are 
a reproach to human nature ; for if you are 
rich, the wealth you give them without an 
e;mployment will only be. fuel for their 
lusts : and make their present folly the 
more consficuouSf and their eternal ruin 
the more inevitable*. If you are poor^ the 
injury you do to your children is almost 
irreparable ; you direct them in the way to 
shame and misery^ and betray the trust 
which (jo^h^i^ committed to you; where- 
as, by placing theni in some honeat calliug* 
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thejr might be happy in th^itiselt^, useliil 
in the world, and respected by all about 
them:. ' 

Let the young be excited by tjiese con- 
siderations to apply with spirit and resolu- 
tion to acquire useful knowledge, that thev 
maybe fit fat those employments by.whicn 
they may be a credit to thek i lends, and 
be serviceable to mankinds "* hough wis- 
dom and knowledge be diihcitrt to attain, 
and ease and pastime hatt^ti .iiore enticing 
view at present; yet the fruits o! industry 
in riper years, will abundantly recompense 
your present labour and self-denial. Folljr 
and want are easy acquisitions, but wis- 
dom and weakh are only to be procured 
under the blessing of heaven, by induatiy 
and care. t 

What egregious folly it is to aeglect 
religion^ the great business and end of life ; 
and that in which the safety and happtnesa 
of our immortal souls ii so intimately cdn« 
cemed ? If diligence in common affairs is 
so important, if negligence there is bo cul- 
paple, they ate infinitely more so here.— 
That the ^oul should be adorned with iShe 
moral image of God ; that its beauty in 
this respect should grow ; that by a sincere 
faith in GhriiBt, and an humble repentance 
towards 'God, we should foe mads meet 
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for final and everlasting glory; and the 
hvdy expectation thereof should grow in- 
to the full assurance of hope. These \ire 
objects that will repay the most assiduous 
application, the greatest diligence. This 
IS a case so plain that children, and almost 
iaiots, might seem capaole of judging in 
it. In sucft^ cause, we might expect to 
find ardouflhrkdi perseverance even ixi the 
most slugg^h'^inds, in those which no 
prospect of xiadiftly honour or* wealth xan 
warm* 

But how preposterous is it! These infi- 
nite concerns are overlooked^ this hnport* 
antf necessary busitiess is neglected^ not by 
the ignorant^ the indolent and sluggish 
alone ; but by the prudent and shrewd ; 
by men of business, steadiness, and un- 
wearied application. There are those that 
rise up cffrlt/j and lie down late^ that eat 
the breoB of labour and carejulness^ for a 
Kttle, it may be a vei^ little, temporary 
gatHy , who will not find a moment to 
think of God and their souls, though 
reason, conscience, atad the word of God, 
assure them that the 'Neglect must prove 
destructive of their eternal ' happiness* 
O' ye prudent and toiling mortals ! Are 
the unsatisfying, transient enjoyments and 
honours of this Itfe worth so much ; and 
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i$ it of no importance that, when ^es^ 
things fail, yon may be rccfjvcd to ever* 
lasting habitations! Consider your vay^ 
and be wise. O may God te^dii us all to 
know the things that differ, ^d prefer 
those that are most exeelle&t, and by ^ 
powerful energy of hi^ gr^c^ mak^ ^ wise 
and happy for ever I 



CHAF. II. 

' OF CHOOSING A CALtlMG. 

HAVING coBsidered the obligmions 
to a life of businessi ^nd advantages of it; 
the next thing that presents itself to us is, 
the proper choke of it. This, at first view, 
iPHst appear to every one tkmomentpu^ con* 
cerp, as so much of the conofort apd hap- 
piness of ail after life depends upon it. As 
to children and youth, it is commonly un- 
der the direction of parent^ or guardi^s ^ 
but the inclination of the person to be disn 
posed of is not to be disregarded* The 
directions necessary under this head may 
he comprised in these two, th^tlb^ calling 
we choose be lawful ^x^ suitable* 
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1^ Both the disposers and disposed must 
dgre^ t& choose a calling that is lawful.'^ 
To do a sinful act is bad euougb, but to 
make a trade of sin, and to employ our 
lives' in one continued scene oi disobedi- 
ence to Gob, is a condition that cannot be 
thought of without the^utmost abhorrence, 
by any one; in whom the principles of vir- 
tue a^ religion are not wholly extinguish^ 
«d ; as the continual curse of Goi> n\u»t 
necessarily be attendant upon them. The 
prospect of gain may blind the eyes of 
men, and carry them on in such a course 
without reflecting; but it is ofiren seen 
that divine judgment follows them, even 
in this life, by blasting their hopes and 
aims, and causing weakh thus gotten hf 
Vanity to be diminished 'y Prdv. xiii. 11. ch. 
dt&i. 6. ch, xxii. 8. but shouI4 this not be 
the ease, God does not forget, nor lose 
the right to punish, those crimes, on which 
he does not animadvert io this world. It 
19 a plain, though a lamentable case, that 
men are now^ disposed to take great liber" 
ties with their consciences, and make a 
light nmtter of religion, as if it was cob- 
jfined to a few outward acts of piety, with- 
out having any thing to do with their gene- 
ral conduct : in such an age it would be 
dfifficult to point out those callings that 
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come under the character of criminal^ 
without censure : yet every one must ac* 
knowledge that those employments are 
certainly ev/7, that tend to lessen the neve- 
rence and duty we owe to Almighty God ; 
or obstruct the general good of mankind ; 
that are either the necessary occasions of. 
sin to ourselves, or the certain incentives 
to it in others* Those only are lawful in 
which we can reasonably ask for the bless- 
ing of God, and expect his favour and ac- 
ceptance* This indeed is^ the best rule we 
can form to ourselves by which to judge pf 
every doubtful action. 

2. The employment or calling we choose, 
imust be suitable or ft. Rashness and ne^ 
gligence herein, has often been the ruin of 
particular persons, and sometimes a public 
mischief. Those who have capacities and 
endowmepts^ above their callings, grow un* 
easy and discontented in them. Those 
who have employments above their capaci- 
ties, after some weak and unsuccessful at- 
tempts, are discouraged ; and if they are 
placed in more exalted stations of life, 
rendes their weakness the more conspicu- 
ous, and prove a shame and reproach unto 
thenji. 

^ Let therefore, the abilities of body and 
mind, be considered. As to the mind; 
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ncrcr thrii$t one of a dull capacity, bad 
memory, shallow jodgment, or ungovern- 
able passions, into an ingenious professioo; 
we inust do what we. ought; that is, fit the 
xneaxm to the endj and for an ingenious 
caSing, choos^ ad ingenious person. On 
the oUier haxld, it is great pity to confine a 
bright gemus to a sordid employment. 
This i^ like thrusting those to the oar, that 
migiht sit at the helm. God, by giving 16 
some eitcellent and large capacities, tacitly 
appoints them* to employments suited 
theretb, if other circumstailices concur. 
The enbployment should likewise be fitted 
to the strength. of bo^Jy* A robust and 
bei^thy constitution, where the endow- 
ments of the mind ^re^smalU i^ fittest for 
alaboi^ouarfcailing;: and those of w^aker^ 
Gtod more tender constitutions) should be 
plaqed in easier stations of Ufe* 

Let the edutation and circumsidnces b6 
regarded. A geuieel or liberal education^ 
directs to a genteel or liberal calling, if 
other things concur* A plain employ njeht^ 
Very well suits a plain education : but it 
will require uncommon wisdom an4 humi- 
lity, for persons of learning and ingenuicyj 
to stoop to low and servile employments, 
and be easy in them. The circumstances 
df person^ are also to be considered in the 
C 
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choice of a calling, li isjabsord to set 
those to follow a plough, who by the for- 
tune they are to receive, might be qualifi- 
ed to fill the chair* But it is to be feared 
people more frequently err on the other 
side. Vanity and pride lesid persons to 
choose for themselves, or those they are 
concerned for, callings superior to their 
substance, in hopes of some imaginary, 
fortuitous events, which seldom come to 
pass ; upon this presumption they either 
enter into business upon a false foundation, 
and so sink into ruin at any. considerable 
disappointment; or else for want of a capi- 
tal to engage in trade, they aie obliged to 
remain in a state of servitude and depen^ 
dence all their day^. 

In order to a happy choice, therefore, 
1st. Let due consideration be used. It 
is highly absurd to fix upon such a weighty 
affair as a condition for life, without the 
serious exercise of reason and thought; 
and yet we too often find that humour and 
fancy are the guides that are chiefly con« 
suited in this momentous concert). Per,- 
sons promising themsetves ease or honour, 
pleasure or gain in this or the other em-, 
ploymcnt, rush into it, and their promises 
exceeding the bound of reasonable expec- 
tation, and disappointing their hdpes, tney 
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grow restless and weary of their choice. 
C.OQsider then, is the calling I am about to 
choose lawful in itself, and suitable for me ? 
have I means proportioned to the end, ca- 
pacity sufficient to attain the knowledge of 
it ; strength and patience to bear its bur- 
dens; and substance to support the expen- 
ses ? Otherwise, like the foolish huUder^ 
after you have laid the foundation^ you 
^'"^ ViQXfh& able to finish^ and thereby ex* 
pose yourself to sorrow and shame. If 
you are fitted for callings of different e?L- 
cellence, it is our. wisdom and duty to 
choose that in whicli we may most .em* 
nently serve God, and the community, 

2d« Let faithful, judicious persons be 
consulted, especially of the same calling. 
They are the Attest judges in their owix 
trofession, as they best know the conveni- 
ences and inconveniences^ attending it^ 
and the qualifications requisite for it: 
great regard therefore should be had to 
their advice, supposing them judidous 
and faithful. Let the young b^ persuaded 
to, submit their judgments to persons of ex- 
perience and fidelity, and steer their course 
by their advice.' Thfen, should they be 
unsuccessful, this reflection will yield them 
support, '♦ that they were not; ruined by 
their owii. rashness V^ and thjsy will find 
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persons ready to assist a man of conduct 
and prudence in his distress, who wouljd 
despise the man oi humour and caprice. 

3d. Choose such a calling and place as 
may not be dangerous to the mind. There 
are some callings j which are in themselves 
lawful, and sufiiclendy gainful, in which^ 
nevertheless, as they ar^ at present manage* 
ed, none who regard the precious and 
immortal souly would <£x their children ^ 
because the temptations which attend them 
are so many and great, that it is next to 
impossible to be preserved from th^ conta- 
gion >of vice and immxirality in them.— ^ 
Thwe 3re places also, which on accoimt of 
business would be Reservedly preferred, 
and yet by the supineness and neglect of 
masters in the government of their fami« 
lies, and the infection of evil servants^ 
who are the bane of youth, they are ren- 
dered equally destructive* Beal not worse 
by your children, than you would by the 
herd of the stall, or the sheep of the fold. 
Expose not their inunortal souls to such 
eminent hazard for any momentary gain ; 
for ^^ what will it profit a man to gain the 
whole* world, and lose his own soul, or 
what shall a man give in exchange for bis 
spul ? Matt. xyi. 26. Let them be sit^at- 
^d where Qod is reverently wprshjppedj^ 
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and his day religiously observed; where 
the weakness and impetuosity of youthful 
dispositions, may be under a wholesome re* 
strainiy and they- may be taught to Uve f&r 
time and eternity. For, permit me to say, 
that if their lives and manners are not re- 
gulated by rei^son and rcUgioti, they will 
be as ifar from Jiappines in thU world, a9 
they are from t£e warrantable hopes pf ^, 

4tl|. Let the divine providence be ao 
Icnowledged, by earnest supplications for 
direction and assistance, ft is Goi> that 
xippointeth the jbcainds and places 6f our ikr*' 
bitatibn, that by a sense of ouf* dependence 
upon him, we might be induced to seM cSm 
ier him, Acts xvii« 26.. It is part of the 
reasonably homage which ixitelligent and 
dependent creatures owe to the supreme 
Creator and Governor of all» to acknow« 
ledge him in all their ways'; in doing this 
we are allowed to hope that he wiU l^rect 
our paths; Prov.-iii. 6. but in the neglect 
of it, as .we have no right to expect the 
guidance or blessing of heayen, so it will 
be no wonder if we mpet with disappoint* 
ment and distress. Cop only knoiivs all 
the temptations and difficulties, advantages 
^nd disadvantages of the several situa- 
tions in life, and our strength and fitness to 
C 2 
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bear them. He lias often directed the ho- 
nest hut^blc enquirer, sometimes by per- 
sons and means miknown and unthought 
of, into the way most conducive to hla pre- 
sent comfort atKi future happine&s. It is 
our best interest, as well as our proper 4a- 
ty to leave -him to '* choose our inheritance 
for us." Psal. xlvii. 4. 

$th. In concurrjence witlx tlie foregoing 
directions, let the person's inclination be 
consulted ; which if it is strongjy and rea- 
sonably fixed on any particular calling, is 
one method whereby we receive the direc- 
tion of providence, and a good step to a 
proper choice. Persons gencTally nlabe 
the best proficiency in, and most easily 
bear the inconveniences of those employ- 
ments and situations, to which their natu- 
ral dispositions incline them. 
• /« I Voiild seek unto God, and unto God 
would 1 commrtmy cause^ Job v. 8. 

Proper dispositions and vietvs^ are equaU 
ly necessary with n suitable choice of an 
employment. As w6 arebeiiygs possessed 
of reason, and directed in the exercise of it 
by a revelation from God ; it concerns us 
that the views and 7notives of all our ac-» 
tions, and the disposition and manner in 
which they are conducted^ be agreeable to 
the directions heaven^ has given to lead us 
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in "Uie paths of dqlf aod haj^i&es^, sind 
worthy oiF the reasonable natures wfth 
trfiich we are endowed* Now to this end 
it is especially necedsaty that the mind ht 
influenced and directed by the print iples. of 
religion. We n<ay justly iAipute the mis- 
carriage of thousands j to l^eir unadvised 
and irrcligiouls intrpductioh into life ; they 
go toiuniversities and trades, without any 
sense of duty 'ord^ijger, and being unaraii- 
ed, are soon Sitfpri6,ed by -those t^mptai^ 
tions with which an evilwot'ld is filledyand 
which a depraved nature is too ready to 
embrace, to -their utter ruin and^ destrtic- 
tion. To prevent this, labour after a true 
nndei^standing ^f the christian religion, 
and regulate your tempers and conduct by 
it in every scene of life# 

l.Let asincerc/^t^and reverence of God y 
and desire of his accepkmce -and favour 
through Christ Jesus, be the governing 
spring and motive of a)l your actions. 
When the -mind- is devoted to God, and 
bent on pleasing him^ we have the strong- 
est security against present guilt and folly, 
and future misery and punishment. If we 
sinp erely serve him, he will surely bless 
us; he will interest himself in our con- 
cerns, support us under our difficulties, 
give us the direction of his wisdom, and 
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the consolations of his grace, and preserve 
us from a thousand follies and miseries, by 
which those are overtaken, who make 
tvordly gain, or their own lusts and vicious 
afpetitesj the governing principles of their 
lives* It is as much your interest as your 
duty, to be early and truly religious, and 
to " remember your Creator* in your 
youth." Eccles. xii- 1. It is this for 
which you were created and redeemed^ and 
are supported and, maintained in life ; and 
which the majesty of heaven claims of you 
as his due. Let the business of your call- 
ings bf prosecuted, ^* not with eycserviee, 
as pleasing men Wy, but as 'the servants 
of Christ, with good will doing service as 
unto the Lord, and not to men." Ephes. 
vi. 6, tr* This will ennoble the meanest 
employment, and secure your highest end ' 
and truest happiness, whatever your sue* 
cess may be in other respects.* 

* Teach me, my God and King, 

In all things thee to- see ; 
Aad what I do in any thing, 

To i^ it as for thee: 

A servant with this clause. 

Makes drudgery divine : 
Who sweeps a room, aa for thy laws, 

Makes that and th' action fine. 

Hbrsert* 
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2, In dependeoce.uppn the help efGom^ 
let your religious priociipli^ he accompa* 
iiied widi steady resolutions^ TemptatioJifi 
and difiicuhies unknown - before, attend 
every new scene of life, which soon over.- 
cotne the unprepared and irresolute mind^: 
but if you discern the hook as well as the 
bait, and consider the cohsequences as well 
as the incentives to evil, by the grace, of 
the Lord Jesuis .Clfrist, you may escape. 
Of all temptations 4to which the y^ung are 
exposed, none is more fatal apd pemicsoos 
thaii evil company^ Such are Jto be feund 
every where, who, dike the fallen ^gels« 
having revolted from their allegiance to 
God, endeavpur to draw others into the 
same ^ilt and x:otuleim^on with them-> 
selves. Begin, therefore,/ no friendahip 
with any, until you have a worthy £harac< 
ter of them fnom Vi judicious hand, or have 
had a aufficient time and opportunity ^to be 
satisfied oC -^leir serioosnbss, from your 
own observation. Let not former ac**' 
quaintance pnly be thoii|[ht a sufficient 
foundation for o/i^r frie^d^ip; for ho 
might be very innocent at ^school, who is 
now veiy vicioos and pvophape. Let no 
accomplishnieiits of wit or leaming, breed- 
ing or fortune, (}nga^e ybur heart toon in-« 
timacy with any Wl^ aesfnse or ridicuh a 
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life of serious religion and"^ strict virtue ; 
for the more agreeable they are in other 
respects, so much the more fatal is their 
converse likely to be. Herein you muft 
be resolute; two or three posiuve denials 
will free, you from their solicitations^ 
whereas easiness and compliance will 
strengthen their importunity, and when 
Once you are entangled in the snare of evil 
company, you will find it very difficult to 
disengage yourself. If you are some- 
times forced, on account of business or re- 
lation to converse with persons of this 
character, let it ever be with sl prudent re^ 
strvedness ; and if you at any time per- 
ceive your mind begin to fluctuate, and 
your zeal tor religion abate by the tneers 
of folly and pro&neness, seriously inspect 
the word of God, and see what infinite 
wisdom dictates as the duty and happiness 
of man, and consider; which it is best to 
follow^: the judgment of God, or that of 
Uind and deluded sinners. Consider 
whether in the prospect of death and at the 
day of judgment J tikty will not curse them- 
selves and their own folly, for the neglect 
of that religion which they now impiously 
and madly deride ; and then think whether 
he does not deserve to perish, who will 
forsake his Gop, bis duty, and his best in* 
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terest, for tb^ sneers of sueh madmen $ 
inquire therefoi;:e after the prudent, Ihe 
wise, and religious of your age, and con«* 
verse with them ; for he that walketh with 
wise men/shall be wise^ but a companion of 
fools shall be destroyed* Prov. xiii. 20. 

Maintain also a resolute industry under 
the labours and difficulties, of your callings. 
Tinifi and use will malce that easy and tol- 
erable, which at first appears di^cuU and 
burdensome. The powers of the body and 
mind enlarge and strengthen by practice, 
and with ease and pleasure perform thost^ 
things, which once were thought most 
grievous. Having therefore a tolerable 
/ capacity for your business, resolve to ap» 
ply to it vrith/firmness of mind. Nor: be 
discouraged ii you meet with some severi* 
ties, to which you have not been accustom- 
ed ; as stern and angi^ looks, harsh words 
or unkind usage ; patiently and cheerfully . 
submit to what is 6ufferabl€ in your calling, 
and still hope that peace and. satisfaction 
will succeed toil and trouble* ^ 

3. Particularly let me recommend to you 
humility and faithfulness^ as tnost neces* 
sary to procure esteem from those you 
serve, and respect frotn all mankind. . 

ffumility will maJce you easy and^c^n* 
tented in every condition of life ; you will 
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then ;be ready to be coimn^aded^ easy to 
be pleased ; hani tobeprdvoked ; and ge* 
neratty belofvcd^ Ah humUk mind thiiucs 
every good it ttccive* wt^e than, it de* 
serves, and every evil less. It will not 
thiiik itself too great or too good to stoop to 
the meanest services, oi an honest employ- 
ment y nor be wanting in a modest and re^ 
spectjul behaviour to others; You will not 
then be disputing when you should obey ; 
fretting when you shpulid submit ; envt/ing 
those you should respect» or contenimng 
those you should embrace. These are the 
consequences of pride of heart ; a disposi^* 
tion which wiU make you hateful to God, 
disrespected of Bien, alid uneasy to your* 
selves, every labour will be tbougl;^ too 
mtidi, every reproof too galling, and every 
week a year, limil the time of servitude 
expires, and then you will carry your ehaiti 
Witfl^bU) for what liberty can he have that 
is a slax>e to his pride and passions ? 

Fidelity is another amiable dispositioui 
which should he ever cnltivateld. Be true 
and sincere in your words* Let lying and 
dissimulation be shunned with the greatest 
abhorrence, as a vice that is destructive to 
, all friendship and Converse among men^ 
by taking away tba^ mutual confidence 
which is the very bond of society ; and is 
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the sdre characteristic of ^ mean and aban« 
doned mind, wherever it is ittditlged. Rev* 
xxL 8, 27; Chap. xxii. 15. Prov- xx. 9. 
L^t this therefore be your resolution at all 
times, and in all cases, to speak the truth 
whatever it costs yOu. 

Dare to be trtie^ nothing can ne^ a lie } 
The fault that needs it most, grows two thereby.; 

Herbert^ 

You will find a feult honestly confessed 
will be attended with a much readier par« 
don, and preserve a much better character^ 
than when excused or dented with a Uey 
which atbest will hide it but for a moment* 
Prov. xii. 19. Let your Fidelity extend 
to deeds as well as words. Be punctually 
faithful and ju$,t in every tWng you are en-« 
trusted with. -Diminish not the substance^ 
divulge not the secrets of those yov serve, 
upon any pretence whatsoever. Then, 
though your skill and patts may fall shturt 
of expectatipn^ yourfaithjulness will pro* 
cure to you love and esteem. Whatever, 
therefore, your necessities or temptations 
may be, never transgress the rules of jus* 
ticewad /rt/f^, nor imtigine that any degree 
of skill, or dexterity will recommend yoti 
in the world without them* ' 
D 
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4. Let the study of the sacred scriptures 
constantly employ some part of your lei- 
sure liours. Thestf are the surest guides 
to duty and happiness. The mind of the 
blessed GoD is herein laid open to raan, to 
preserve him from the worst of evils, and 
to direct him to the highest good, and 
shew him the thoughts of his heart to- 
wards him for ever. Here we are present- 
ed with a system of the most refined mo- 
rality, founded upon the most rational and 
exalted conceptions of God j and enforced 
by. the most awful and. interesting sanc- 
tions., They are admirably contrived (with 
God's blessing) to heal the conscience ; to 
purify, to comfort, to ennoble the soul ; to 
inspire it with principles of virtue and 
goodness,^ and strengthen and confirm it in 
th« practice of it. In a word, they are 
able to make us wise to salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
Xiptose and i|nnK)ral writings which swarm 
in the present day, however celebrated for 
tvh and politeness, tend to poison (he heart, 
corrupt the fancy, vitiate the affections ; 
and for one useful lesson that can be learn- 
ed frotn them, are big with a thousand ills. 
5. Let humble, earnest prayer to God 
for his grace and favour, be as the constant 
breath of your souls. This is not only ne- 
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cessar}'^ at the entrance into business, but 
in all successive seasons uf life ; because 
we constantly depend on t>OD for the con- 
tinuance of present blessings, as well as 
those we hope fo^ in futurity. Morning 
and evening prayer^ are as the key to open 
the meVcies of the day, and shut out the 
dangers of the night, and therefore be con- 
stant and sincere in the practice of it. 

Thus having chosen a lawful calling in a 
religious family, having your minds influ- 
enced by the" principles of religion, and 
your resolutions steady ^through divine 
grace) for the practice ox it, making the 
holy scriptures your study and guide, ahcl 
seeking the blessing of heaven by serious 
prayer to God ; you may comfortably en- 
ter upon, and vigorously pursue the duties 
of your callings. Some assistance for the 
regular and religious discharge of which, 
is the design of the following essays. 

** O that there were such an heart in 
them that they would^efar me^ and keep all 
my commandments always, that it might be 
well with them. Ye shall observe to do as 
the Lord your God hath commanded you. 
You shall^ot turn aside to the right hand, 
or to the left. You shall walk in all the 
ways which the Lor^ your God hath com- 
manded you, that ye may irve, and that it 
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may^^be we// with youy and that ye may pro 
long your days, Deut. v. 29, 33. 

"Now therefore, fear the, Lord, and 
serve him in sincerity and truth. And if 
it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, 
choose you this day whom you will serve. 
And the people answered and said, Gop 
forbid that we should forsake the Lord, 
Joshua xxiv. 14, 16. 

" What man is he that desireth life, and 
loveth many days, that he may see good ? 
Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 
'from ^speaking guile. Depart from evil^ 
9nd do good; seek peace and pursue it. 
Psak xxxivT 1 2, 14- 

** My son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not. Walk not thou in the way with 
theniy refrain thy foot from their path, ^c 
Prov, i. 10, 15. 

" My son, forget not my law ; but let 
thine heart keep my commandments. Let 
not mercy and truth forsake thee ; write 
them upon the table of thine hearty So 
shalt thou ^ni favour vaxd good understand^ 
ing in the sight of Gox> ^nd man, Prov. iii. 



" Wiadom is the pripcipal thifcg, there- 
fore get wisdom ; and with all thy getting, 
get understanding. Sxalr her, and she 
shall promote thee. She shall briifg thee 
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to honour when thou dost embracfe her. 
She shall give to thine head an orhament 
of grace. A crown of glory shall she de- 
liver to thee. Take fast hold of instruC' 
tioTif let her not go ; keep her for she is thy 
life. Enter not into the path pf the wicA' 
edy and go not into the way of evil men. 
Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and 
pass away* Ponder the path of thy feet, 
and let ajl thy ways be established ^ &c. 
Prov. iv. r— 27. 

And thou, Solomon, my son^ know thou 
the Goo oY thy father, and serve him with 
a perfect heart, and with a willing mind ; 
for the Lord searcheth' all hearts, and un- 
derstandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts. If xhoVLseek him^ he will be 
found of thee ; but if thou forsake himy he 
will cast thee off for ever, 1 Chron* xxviii. 9. 

«^ Our rejoicing is this, the testimony of 
our conscience^ that in simplicity and god- 
ly sincerity^ not with fleshly wisdom, but 
by the grace o/'God, we have had our con- 
versation in the worlds 2 Cor* u 2.^ 

." Flee also y^thful lusts; but follow 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with 
them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart, 2 Tim. ii. 22. 

*^ Young men likewise eidlorttobe sober 
Minded^ Tit. ii. 6. 

D2 
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CHAP. III. 

OF PRUDENCE OR DISCRETION. 

THE first thing necessary for Ji hap* 
py progress in business, h prudence or dls- 
cretion. This, as it relates tg tradei is a 
habit of mind enabling us to conduct our 
alFairs in the wisest and best manner ; or 
in other words, it is pursuing the proper 
end, by the be^t meafls, and in the fittest 
time. It is '^not that terpentine crafty 
which lies in wait to captivate the unwsiry, 
imp<)se upon the credulpus, and overreach 
the weak understanding, and which teaches 
inen to-inipfease their wealth by injustice 
and ftaud. Gop has given to no man su- 
perior wisdom or skiU, to be directed to 
ends so contrary to his own nature and 
will, «facl the general good of mankind. 
But it is that honest t^/^^i;?, which is con- 
sistent with a goo4* conscience, and an or- 
nament to it. Whatever good arises from 
deliberate advice, sagacious foresig^ht, sta- 
ble resolution, and orderly conduct i wis- 
dom ponfers* Whatever evils proceed 
from blind ignorance, false presumption, 
unwary cre4ulity} precipitate rashn^ess, and 
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unsteady purposes ; wisdom prevents. 
God having given to man a considering 
niindf sagacity and foresight, which he has 
denied to other creatures. They who act 
foolishly so far degrade the man, and re- 
semble the brute : And many are ruined 
by their ovm indiscretion andy^/i^, without 
any other visible means than that they 
were themselves rash, wilful or weak. 
But when our intentions are good, and the 
means proper, we may hope that all-wise 
goodness will prosper us, and our success 
will then be doubly pleasant: Or, if we are 
disappointed, we shall disarm the affliction 
of what makes the deepest wound, the re- 
flection that it was procured by our own 
folly. It is not supposed, that our wis- 
dont znA prudence can ^ontroul the events 
of divine providence, or make our depend- 
ence upon the blessed God unnecessary. 
But it will hinder us from being pur own 
destroyers, and is xS^it means which the grea^ 
(Governor of the world uses to bestow 
prosperity and happiness, where he is dis« 
posed to vouchsafe the enjoyment of 
them. , 

Having considered the nature and <z^- 
vantages of prudence and discretion ; we 
come now to instance the particulars. 
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wliei;ein the Trad^smati is called^ to the ex- 
ercise of it, namely, 

1. In getting a full imight into his call' 
ingf 80 as to know aU the parts, and law* 
fill arts and methods of it. The nature 
and quality of the commodities he deals 
in; proper tim^s and places for buying 
and vending of them ; the quantities of 
ejach that are most likety to produce ad* 
vantage ; and the best method and art of 
manufacturing goods; these, and every 
other part, should be well studied and ful* 
\^ understood. Leave it to others to pride 
themselves in the (inbwledge of callings 
foreign to their own; or to be curious^ 
prying into the conduct and concerns of 
others ; and remember that ^* the wisdom 
of the prudent is to understand his oxvn 
way." Your trade or calling is your pro. 
per province, for the improvement of 
which your mind and ca^cities should be 
employed ; and neither God nor man will 
condemn you for inexperience in the busi- 
ness of others. Tutt tne time of your ap^ 
prenticeship he carefully improved to this 
end. Treasure up UI the knowledge \o\i 
can attain by observation 'and instruction, 
and never be ashamed to continue learning 
^ny honest skill; for no fortune or applica- 
tion win support a man who is remarkably 
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defective in knowledge* Your success is 
likely to be that of a rich vessel guided by 
an moskilful pilot, in danger soon to be 
shipwrecked and lost. On the other hand^ 
all masters should make conscience, ho« 
nestly and faithfully to instruct their ap- 
prentices in all the lawful and g^ainful mys- 
teries -of their callings. This they are 
bound to do by their own agreement, and 
l>y all the rulei of justice and honour. 
. 2d. In the prudent choice pt th^ stvtvdX 
circumstances of trade. 

For Time. Choose that which is most suit- 
able for your business j " for to every thing 
there is a season, and a time to every pur- 
pose." And among the rest, '^^ time to 
buy, ^;i</atime to sell, Eccles. iii. 1. which 
every wise Tradesmati will observe. The 
future contingencies of business, and the 
ride and fall of the value of commodities, of- 
ten depend upoti such uncertain or unknown 
causes, that the deepest penetration is not 
able to fathom i but to buy goods when 
they are cheap, and sell them when they 
are growing dear: and at all times to be 
cautious of overcharging yourselves with 
dear or changeable goods, are maxims of 
prudence thai never vary. Futurity is hid 
from us, but discretion is giveij to direct 
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U89 and thoae of the best disGerDment and. 
sagacity are mo$t likely to he successful. 
For PlaCe* Prudence will direct, the 

, Tradesman to consider which ismost^e^iN 
oble and proper for his calling, and fix 
there. The conveniences of his. family 
must give way to^the conveniei^ces of his 
business,, and his fancy be regulated by 
his judgment in this affair. That place 
may be exceedingly proper and advantage^ 
Qus for one employment, which persons of 
a different one must starve in ; and a fine 
bouse^ or a pleasant situation, or eyen a 
small rent, will not make an^ends for the^ 
want of customers. 

For Persons* Great prudence is neces-, 
sary in the choice of these. First, Whom 
to trust: for it is not the metal that glit- 
ters most, that is always the richest ; men 
^e often deceitful, and too many make it 
their business to deceive, and enrich them- 
selves with the spoils of die unwary and 
credulous. It is better, therefore, to be at 
the pains of a diligent enquiry after dieir 
abilities for the trust which we repose in 
them ; than endure the grief of sad ex- 
perience that we were mistaken in our ap- 
prehe:nsions concerning them. Certain it 
IS, that as there is prudence in trusting 

•some, and charity in trusting others ; so 
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there are many ^hom it is neither pru- 
dence nor charity to trust ^t all. Whom to 
deal with ; to wit^ with men of conscience, 
or at least of common honesty ; for these 
^ may be relied upon with more security 
than others, and it is at all times more 
creditable to correspond with men of vir- 
tue than with knaves. Common fame will 
generally acquaint ypu who and where 
they are. Lastly, Whom io be familiar 
with. For though we should be friendly 
to all, yet familiar only with' a few; and 
they should be such as we may either re- 
ceive good from, or do good unto. Let 
therefore the wise and prudent^ the virtu- 
ous and good, be the persons of your in- 
timacy and . choice ; for nothing has a 
greater influence on our, present and future 
happiness or misery, than omx chosen com- 
panions, as was before observed. *' He 
that walketh with wise men shall be wise, 
but a companion of fools shall be destroy- 
ed." Prov. xiii. 20. 

id. This prudence should appear in 
using mature deliberation in afFairs of im- 
portance. It is too visible that even men 
of ingenuity are often ruined by their rash- 
ness. Not considering (he circuni^stances 
that are necessaiy to direct them in a pro- 
per conduct, fior viewing the consequences 



48 Of Prudence* 

that flow from them, they are carried on 
by a plausible appearance of things or a 
hasty impetuosity of spirit, to the irre- 
trievable ruin of themselves and families ; 
fancy or passion, not reason and judgment, 
being the guides of their actions. Odiers 
lose their opportunities of advantage, by an 
unsettled, dilatory temper of mind, sus- 
pending their determinations, till the pro- ' 
per season of acting is past. Due delibe-r 
ration is therefore recommended, accord- 
ing to the importance and difficulty of the 
affair, and the limits of time it will admit 
of. If the case will allow of it, take a 
night's time to think of it, for that which 
is weighed over night,. and reviewed in the 
morning, will be in some degree ripe for 
a judicious resolution. Indeed, a^ to tri- 
fling concerns, it is childish and unneces- 
sary to spend much time in determining 
concerning them ; but of the two, a cir- 
cumspect slowness in words and actions, 
is preferable to too much speed, as being 
less dangerous and hurtful. 

4th. In proportioning the affairs of your 
trade to your abilities. 

Of Mind* So as not to overcharge your 
understanding or memory. The mind of 
man, like a spring overstretched, loses its 
vigour. A ship that is well built, rigged 
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and balanced, will carry a heavy burden ; 
but if overladen it sinks. And, therefore, 
when you are so far overburdened with 
'business, as to unfit you for the service of 
Gox), and the enjoyment of yourselves ; 
when you can neither eat, nor sleepy nor be 
cheerful^ por pray, it is time to. abate, and 

»^raw your business into less cpmpass. 

Of Body, That you undertake no more, 
than the strength of that is able to per- 
form ; for this usually proceeds from co- 
vetbusness, which js grasping at every 

, thing ; it makes men slaves in their call- 
ings ; and either injures those that employ 
them by disappointments, or themselves 
by too much labour; thereby disturbing 
the peace ,of their minds, and impairing 
their health and strength. But let such re- 
member that GdD and an eternal world 
call for some proportion of time and vi- 
gour of V spirits ; and that our bodies were 
Resigned to be" the temples of the Holy 
Ghost," 1 Con iii. 16. and not drudges 
and slaves to the world. , And as divine 
providence seldom makes it necessary for 
any thus to labour in the very fire^ so he 
can cause it to htfor very vanity ^ to those 
whose avarice prompts th«m thereto. - 
* Of E^tate^ That you launch out no 
furdber than you can feel ground under 
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ydu. ,For though in some cases, irhere 
the gain is certain or extremely probable, 
it may be lawfiil atid prudent for persons to 
enlarge their stoclc and trade beyond the 
limits of their own foundation; yet every 
wise man will be very cautious in this mat* 
ter ; and I do not siee how an honest man 
can answer it to God and his own consci- 
ence to go far this way, without acquainting 
his creditors beforehand with the nature of 
his adventures, and gaining their consent ; 
for unexpected losses and disappointments 
may happen ; and what right have you to 
endanger the ruin of others, or at least 
their sustaining a considerable damage 
without their tvm consent? Pride or co- 
vetousness, are usually the motives to 
these haa^ardous enterprises, and should 
be watched against by every prudent 
Tradesman; for as that water will turn 
one mill briskly round, whidi will cause 
two to go heavily; so that credit with 
which a person may cheerfujly xarry on a 
moderate trade, will fill the mind with 
confusion and anxiety, when it is extend- 
ed to a greater degree. The story often 
ends sadly, and he that was not contented 
to trade with his own stock, must be glad 
to Vwt upoii anotherh ch?,rity. ' 
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54i# Inreg^ikOmg'^uour expences by yqiir 
abilities* As nien should not oq the oiie 
liaiM^ £roni a sordid disposition, live too 
mucH bel&w their incomes, and deprive 
themselves' and families of what may con-^ 
tribute to the comforts of life ; so, on the 
other, great caution should be used that 
their expenses do not exceed their due 
proportion* ^^ Expensive living is a kind 
of slow fever that preys upon the spirita 
and' vitak of jbhe Tradesman, and when it 
ta considerably increased is as fatal, and as 
su^e to kill: it feeds upon the two most 
essential btranches of his trade, his cr€<^^ 
and his caaH; whereby the Ismguishing 
Tradesman b ovemrhelmed.'v 

6tlu Prudence wiU direct the Trades* 
man to a frequtnt inspectitm into ths atat^ 
of hlsi affairs ;. that he may know whether, 
and how much hl^ thrives or languishes 
therein. This is especially necessary witih 
Mspect toyour aotdsji iind he mi^st live 
very uncomfortably, or be a very bank* 
mpt in religion who n^g^ects. it. But it ' is 
oi use also in. tempered concerns ; smd to 
this end a regular method should be kept 
in your bocAs of account, th^t yoa may 
leadily aad certainly view the ppsture of 
vour aftiirs* (f ^ou find that you improve 
m yow w^, this wiU sfiprd y^u satisfac- 
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tion and pfleasure, and shbuld ei&cite youlr 
gratitude to God for his goooBessy in 
blessing ycmr labours. If you perceive 
things toi be at a standi you will be quick* 
cnedto greater frugality and industry be- 
fore It is too late. And if you are dectin' 
ing in your estate, it will oblige you to 
search for the cause of your decay, to exa- 
mine what excess or inaprudence you are 
chargeable with, and rectify your conduct 
for the future ; and especially to inquire 
whether any criminal conduct towards 
Gou, the neglect of his day, or worship i 
uncharitableness to the poor, or injustice 
to others J does not provoke the divine 
providence to blast your gains, and render 
your labours abortive, " For if ye will not 
^hcar, and if ye will not lay it to heartt to 
give glory unto my name, saith the Lord 
of hosts, I will even send a curse upon 
you, and I will curse your blessings; yea, 
I have cursedthem already, because ye do 
not lay It to heart, &c,'* Mai. ii.l..Hag. i. 4. 
10. 2 Cor. ix. 6. Ezek. xxii. 13. Inspect 
tljerefore your conduct botlvto God and 
man ; inspect the ^tate of your oxxm affairs; 
for it is better to survey your own ac- 
counts, than that commissioners should do 
it for you ; and give me leave to add this 
advice, that if you find your cpndititaffi so 
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low, fts not to be more dian suficient to sa^ 
tiafy yottr creditors, prudence and justice 
require ytm to stQp in time: hereby your 
' reputation will: be preserved as an honest 
man, and you will find even your creditors 
l^eady to assist your future attempts* 

T'th* Prudence is to be exercised in f9- 
verning those passions to which our call* 
lags most ekposie us* The passions of th^ 
mind are natural to us, and inseparable 
ft€}m us; but the government of them, 
iaiid subduing their excesses, is the bust* 
ness of wisdom and virtue* To be a ser- 
vant to them is a misery below a slave;* 
ibis bondage the Tradesman is 'in danger 
pf frx)|m various, causes* Sometimes J/>^ ^ 
content is ready to seize him because the 
W'ittd does not favour his merchandise, or 
|he weather his manufacture* He is sub* 
ject to enoj/j frpm die superior prosperity 
land suocess of others, whotn he observes 
to |)aye mqre custom or credit than him* 
aelf* The passion oi fiar^ which was im* 
}danted in our natures^ to prevent evils, 
adid not to increase them, is apt to fluctu* 
aite his mind and ^ink his sprits ; and it is 
the triumph of prudence to extinguish the 
excesses of it. When we have done our 
du^, and acted according to the best of 
our judgements^ we should no longer tor- 
£ 2 
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ment ourselves about the event of things, 
but leave ourselves and all our concerns to 
the wise and good providence of GoD^ 
But foolish hopes are often mc^e fatal to 
die present and eternal (:oncems of men, 
than groundless fears; these, thoughun« 
comfortable, quicken the spirits to vigour 
and activity, to prevent the evils appre- 
hended; the others leave- us in a fatal 
security and presumption. How many 
Tradesmen are ruined by their vqiin hopes! 
. Some enriching scheme, like the ignis 
fatuus^ glitters at a distance, and leads 
them through manifold difficulties in the 
pursuit, but when it is approached, vanish- 
es into air ; others have great expectations 
from the death of rich » friends, or some 
precarious contingency, in the imagination 
of which they neglect their proper busi- 
ness, live above their present estateii, and 
like the dog in the fable, quit their present 
possessions to catch at shadows. Yea, 
many times such is the infatuation, though 
they feel themselves sinking, they buoy 
up their spirits with these foolish hopes^ 
until they can neither avoid their fall, nor 
recover from it. 

Another passion too common to the 
Tradesman, is rash anger \ to this he is 
more or less exposed according to his na- 
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tural temper, and empleyment ; and wis- 
d9m and prudence must be exercised to 
suppress ij. Though customers may be 
proToking;^ servants and workmen, idle 
and unfaithful ; relatives clamorous aad 
peevish ; yet religious wisdom and pru- 
dence will sb* far influence the Tradesman 
that is possessed of it, that they shall not 
greatly disturb the peace of his mind, nor 
aisorder the management of his affairs f or 
render him rude and insolent to hi« cus- 
tomers; for this is a certain maxim, that 
Ae more we are governed by ww^<?m, the 
less we shall be inflamed by passion. 

8th. This discretion is to be employed 
in a prudent consideration of the contin- 
gencies of our callings. These,, are ex- , 
ceeding various, and fall under the obser- 
vation of every Tradesman in his way. If 
there was in every trade a certain »ndcon^ 
stant method, ai;iid chain of events, a small 
degree of sagacity would serve ; but with 
many callings it is otherwise, which makers 
it necessary for us to iise our reason^ ob» 
aervation and experienee to direct i;^ when 
to extend or contract our sails, and what 
course to steer; always remembering to 
regulate our conduct by the rules of justice 
and charity to others ; and not to exerttse 
our penetration and judgment to preju-r 



/ 
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dice and ensnare the less knawmg and con- 
siderate* On the other hand, what is 
out of our power should be out of our 
care ; we should consider Aat present 
* duty is ours, but future events are God's. 
Whatever disappointments we meet with 
in our callings, let us patiently and cheer- 
fully submit to his wisdom and. govern- 
ment, and stiU continue to trust in his good-; 
ness, to be constant in our duty, and dili- 
gent in our employments, hoping that our 
losses will soon be made up to usj either . 
by the Qieace and enjoyment of our own 
minds, or by the blessings of divine pro- 
vidence, or both* . 

t>th. This prudence is especially to b€i 
exercised in avoiding" those methods bu 
which others have been ruined* Every 
sinking Tradesman is a lesson of instruct, 
tion to us, and it is far better to learn wis- 
dom from die fatal experience of others,^ 
than our own. Let us cast our eyes 
abroad, and discern the rocks which they 
have dadied upon, and the quicksands ivk 
ykYAch they have been swallowed up, and 
let our prudence be employed in shunning 
them* To instance in a few : '^ 

Company keeping. 1 am speaking of it 
now, not in a religious, but pruaential 
view; m this light, how often nas excese 
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hetein been Ae Tradesman's rum! Busi- 
ness neglected, is business lost ;, and the 
Tradesman that "fcan satisfy himself to be 
absent from hia employ, has no right to e:|- 
pect success in It. ^uch conversation 
^road must necessarily take up much rime, 
and is .usually attended with great expense. 
The has of the first is often more fatal than 
that of the last ; as money may be recov- 
ered, hut time cannot. In the hours of 
absence, btisihess presents, a valuable cus- 
tomer comes to buff, who not finding the 
master goes elsewhere. An unexpected 
bai^in offers to be «aW, an advantage 
which may never return again. Servants 
are hereby left to themselves, who If they 
ai^ imfsu^ful and negligent^ embezzle the 
. ca&h, disoblige the customers, dea^troy and 
spoil the manufactures, and do an inex- 
pressible wrong. It may at first view ap- 
pear strange, but it is certainly true, that 
the injury is as great if diey are diligent, 
obliging stnd faithful*. The servant who 
used to act as master in the shop, andren- . 
dter himself acceptable to the customers in 
his .master's absence ; when his time is ex- 
pired, or he sets up for himself, will ne- 
cessarily draw the customers with him. 
The man that was contented with the sha- 
dow of authority in his shop, will find only 
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the shadow of business left tber«^ when 
his ingenious and ruling servant is sepa^ 
rated from him. Let yotfr attendance inr 
business be constant, your commoditittL 
good, the prices reasonable, and your de- 
portment civil ; and 1 may venture to aa- 
swer fof- it that you will find more success 
in this way, under thcL blessing of provi- 
dence, than by a wandering pursuit of bu- 
siness abroad^ to the loss of time, esqsense 
of money, the ne^ct of servants ami £a- 
mily ; and, which is a consequence more 
to be dreaded than aH the resiv W^ too 
frequent to be passed by without regard,, 
the loss of the soul^ by die contagioti 0£ 
corrupt principles and evil practices. 
>* They that are least sensible of dieir dan* 
ger in this respect, are most likely to feel 
its fatal effects." 

Suretiskip. Though this may be lawful^ 
and in some cases necessary, it requires 
the utmost care and caution. Nothing caa 
justify our entering into obligations of this 
nature, unless we are able to mak^ them 
good Tvithout injury to ourselves and fa- 
niilies, or perturbation of mind, and cam 
pay them with the same freedom as we da 
uher debts ; for certainly the whole obli- 
gation lies upon the surety^ both in Uw 
and conscience, in case the principal 
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proves insQivent ; and who can be content 
to run these risques? If it be objected, 
that there is no iradmg widiout domg this 
a&t of friendship ibr one anodier ; I an- 
swer ; although ipen cannot in all instan- 
cesy trade so high without it, the de;^ire of 
which may proceed from pride and covet- 
ousness, and end. in ruin ; yet trade may 
be carried on in a way more safe, iand not ' 
lesS comfortable. If the person is a man 
of prodence and integrity, the creditor 
«iay rely upon his single bond, without 
entangling another, with him ; and if he is 
not so, I am sure he is not fit for your 
trust* If a refusal to enter into obligations 
of this sort is charged upon you, as the 
Want of friendship or gratitude ; study to 
oblige them some other way, and endea- 
vour io convince them that it is not a de- 
fect of honour or. friendship which occa- 
sions your denial ; for alas, this person / 
who now solicits you, may be deeper in 
debt than you are aware of: or he may be 
houfidfor others ior more thaxi he is worth; 
or he may be less careful SLud just than 
you imagine : or at least he is mortal and 
may leave his estate and you so much en- 
tangled athis death, as may be exceedingly 
injurious, if not totally destructivie to you» 
Therefore, " my son, be not thou one of 
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them that strike hands, or of theni that are 
sureties for debts.- ^ But ifthauart en^ag" 
edy if thou be surety for thy friend, if ttioa 
hast given thy hand to a stranger ; thou 
art snared with the words of thy mouth* 
Give, not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber 
to thme eyelids, until thou hast delivered 
thyself, &c." Prov. vi. 1, 5.- Chap.xadi. 
26. Chap. xi. 15.* 

Gaming'^ is another ruinous practice 
wliich prudence will preserve you iroau 
Much time is spent by many in this idle 
course ; and I doubt a pack of cardsy or a 
game at tablesy have often occasioned the 
exercises of religion (private and family) 
to be neglected. Though many other 
vices may certainly ruin you, yet gaming 
and suretiship may very suddenly do it. 
■ Many have by these in a few hours undone 
themselves and their families beyond all 
recovery. J-et no temptation, therefore, 
of a speedy gain, engage you in a course 
so opposite to the laws of God, and the 
friendship and love that is due to man, 

* I do not by this intend to suggest, that there are 
no cases in which suretiship foi* othees may be pru- 
dently entered intOn but my desijfo is to caution the 
Tradesnxin against those rash, unthinking engage^* 
ments, whith have been attended with such eril con- 
sequences to msiny, and often proved their utter ruin. 
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tt|i^ so ruinous and destructivo to those, 
that enter into it ; but fix your unalterable 
resolutioia Against it. ^^ Enter, not into 
thie path of the wicked^ and go not in this 
way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it^ 
turn from it, and pass away»'^ Prov. iv« 
14, 15. 

Prudence Ivill teach you to avoid an ex^^ 
cessive curiosiiy; or a iusif intermeddling 
with the concerns of others. E vety Trades- 
man has business enough at home to em-* 
ploy his time and faculties ; either in works 
of piety to God, charity to the distressed, 
ctvdity to friends and relatives, or the ne* 
ceasary employments of his callings but 
there is no wisdom in intermeddling with 
the concerns of others, without a just 
cause, and a due call. Much time is fost^ 
and little good is obtained, by thi? tricing 
disposition* Let it be your endeavour to 
fill up the station in which you are placed 
with proper duty, and to promote the pub* 
lie good by all prudent and laudable means; 
but let no pretence how pious soever, nor 
any prospect how specious soever, nor any 
pressure how great soever, prevail with 
you to disturb the public peace, to dif^ho* 
ttour your rulers, or to embark in any dc*. 
sign unjustifiable by the laws you are to be 
governed by* Let God alone to rule th«^ 
F 
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world} let the lawful magistrate alone to 
rule his subjects ; and let it b^ ypur busi* 
ness cheerfully to obey, brqdietly to suffer. 
" If ye be reproached for the name of 
Christ, happy are ye : but let none of you 
suffer as an evildoer^ or as a huai) body in 
other men*s matters." 1 Pet. iv. 14, 15. 

10th. Prudence will direct you so to dis^ 
pose the common business of life^ as not to 
obstruct the duties of religion; but that 
they may harmonize and assist each other. 
The pious Tradesman, whatever his busi- 
, ness or necessity may bej will redeem some 
y time for the noble and necessary employ- 
ments of religion : and will not so far con- 
sider his relation to the present state, as to 
forget the eternal concerns of another 
World. His devotion disposes him for his 
business, and his business makes his deyo- 
tion welcome^ The less time he can spare 
in the week, the more careful he is to im- 
prove the christian 8abh|ith, ;when it 're- 
turns. Thus he draws down the blessing 
of heaven upon all the labours of life, and 
gains that wisdom and virtue, which ena- 
bles him to fulfill the duties and bear the 
burdens of it. But imprudence, as well as 
irreligion, often renders the exercises of 
devotion distasteful ; the unfitness of the 
seasons of it, or the undue choice of other 
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circamstanceSy occasions confusion in the 
discharge of it ; which if it were prudent- 
ly and sincerely performed, would appear 
the most delightful and benefieial employ- 
ment of time. 

To conclude; from what has been 
said, we learn of what importance prU'» 
dence is to a , Tradesman. . It may be of 
more service to him than all his stock or all 
his friends: it will make him amiable and 
useful to others, and happy in himself It 
should therefore be our concern to acquire 
as much of this excellent quality as may 
be. It is true, sagacity is a natural gjf^ 
and all men do not seem to be equally en- 
dowed with it ; but it may be improved^ as 
any other faculty of the mind may. Rea- 
soning on the probable consequences of 
things^ with a careful observation of events 
as they arise, may be of i^eat use ; but 
above all it is necessary we should get the 
command of our passions ; that they may 
not bias our judgment) nor hurry us on to 
action before we have deliberated at all, 
or in proportion to the importance and dif- 
ficulty of -the matter. For generally, im- 
prudent steps are tal^en, not for want of 
capacity to judge of their nature or conse- 
quences; but through passion and haste 
men do what they themselves could see to 
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be imprudent, if they would aihmr them- 
selves time to think coolly and maturely 
upon it* 

Consider persons and things; whereby 
your wisdom will be greatly improved ; - 
every thriving or decaying Tradesman will 
be a lesson of instruction to you. Solomon 
learned wisdom jhis way; " he looked up- 
on the field of the slothful, he eonsidered 
it, and received instruction :" and do you 
Imitate him therein. 

Consult wise men. The long observa- 
tiqnsof others may soon be yours if you 
ar^ willing to learn : do not think that all 
the methods and rules of wisdom and pro* 
dence, are to be grasped by your own skill; 
but rather choose to be learning among the 
wise, than priding yourself among the 
foolish : for he that hear keneth unto counsel^ 
as well as he that is able to give it, is wise* 

Study the sacred scriptures. These are 
the words of the only wise God. There 
you will find precepts of wisdom suited to 
ev^ry state and condition of life ; particu- 
larly in that excellent collection of Pr^-, 
verhsy which was dictated by the Spirit of 
God on purpose to convey to the *^ young 
man knowledge and discretion," Prov. i. 4. 
A book therefore, which should often be 
cqnsulted by every religious Tradesman, 
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Pray that the Father of lights would in- 
struct you : for ** he giveth wisdom ; out 
of his mouth comethunderstanding, &c.'.' 
Prov. ii. 6. ♦* He gives it to all men liberal*^, 
ly, and upbraideth not." And be has sai^, 
^^ If any man lack wisdom^ let him $sk it 
of Goz),** He knows all the conneaio^s 
of things^ he can influence your mind, and 
direct your thoughts ; can save you froni 
fatal errors in civil as well as religious lifc.^ 
and keep off temptations of one kind and 
anothen God can give more wisdom than 
man can acquire of himself, and those who 
most seriously and constantly depend upon 
him, are certainly the persons that are 
most likely to be possessed of that wisdom, 
which God himself will approve. 

What I am recommending is an. honest 
and laudable 'habit of prudence^ i)ot that 
which degenerates into subtilty and crafu 
Let none under Ae pretence of wisdom 
allow themselves to over^reach or deceive 
others, or make a prey of their easy and 
well meaning neighbours, to compass their 
own covetous or ambitious ends. This is 
wisdom from beneath; and as it cOmes 
from hell, so it leads to it : for the ^^ un- 
righteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God ;" 1 Cor. vi. 9. and the Apostle adds, 
^' b« not deceived :" a caution that plainly 
F2 
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intimates^ it is more than possible the pros* 
pect of gain may blind the minds of mtt^ 
aind inake them inseiiBible of their guilt 
and danger. Whatever apitrefaen&ions these 
per9ons may have of their sagacity and pru- 
dence, the world cannot produce a greater 
Jbol; than he that will aflfrcrait Got>) injure 
his neighbour, and destroy his own soul, 
for the sake of a Httlt momientary gcun^ ' 
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CflAP. IV. 
OF DILIGEKCE. 

DILIGENCE, as it relates to trade, 
is an hMtual emphymeni ef our bddihf and 
mental powtrs about our proiptr eadiings^ in 
a just and happy medium between idle* 
ness, supineness, and trifling curiosity on 
the one hand; and slavish drudging and 
immoderate care on the other. It di& 
fers not^ tn the religious Tradesman from 
the same virtue in other men^ but as 
it floWs from a better principlcy and is di« . 
rected to an higher end. The vicious and 
profane, as they know not God, so they 
live not to him ; all their labours and viewa 
centre in themsehes^ atod the indulgence o^ 
their appetites and desires is the principal 
guide and end of all ilieir actions. But 
the good man toiisiders himself, whatever 
may be his station in life, as the serviint of 
divine providence ; and makes \ht word of 
God the rule, ^d the honour of God the 
md of his common einployments : he is 
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• 
diligent from a sense of duty, as well as 
from the prospect ef gsun. This virtue is 
chiefly exercised in the following particu- 
lars. 

1st. In the .serious emphyment of the 
powers of mind and body, in our callings. 
Whatever sagacity of mind, depth of judg* 
ment, or quickness of invention you are en- 
dowed with should be employed* God - 
hath appointed the honest labours of life to 
provide support for the body, and prevent 
the distempers of the mind; sober Indus- 
fry spends those exuberant spirits,, which 
otherwise are apt to break forth in unlaw* 
ful flames ; for the more laborious the less 
lascivious : indeed we are not^ required so 
to exhaust our strength in t)ie business of 
the day, as to leave ourselves spiritless in 
;the close of it; but in moderation we 
should not be backward to exert ourselves 
in our employments,, seeing God accepts 
of our labour \ and will by food and rest 
recruit our strength and spirits again. 

2d. In employing the substance of our 
time in our callings. As the servant's 
time is his master's, so the master's time 
is God's, and not his own ; wluch the reli* 
gious Tradesman will carefully improve, 
and wisely divide between the concern^ of 
this life and the next. Hours hi^ve wings, 
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atid every moment flies up to the Author 
of time, and carries aottce of our usage of 
it. The industrious Tradesman \lrill, if 
health permit, be stirring early, and conti- 
nue with cheerful diligence in his business. 
His family, and shop, his friends, or the 
public, terrching or learning, will find him 
full employment for his time ; and he will 
need no miserable helps to destroy that 
whieh flies ii^tfi so switt a speed. " Man 
g6eth fbi^h utito his iKrork, and to his la« 
hour, unta the ^v^ning.'* Psalm civ. 513. 

3d. In hnfing held ^ opportunities ; for 
diligence includes watchfulness. Great 
things, may ' sometimes be dofte iff a little 
time i and opportunities if embraced, ^11 
reward our c^re aiid diligence j if they are 
let slip, may never present themselves 
again ; for " to every thing there is a sea- 
son, and a time to every purpose.** These 
are like wind and tide, with which men 
sail with ease and expedition, and these 
the diligent Tradesman wiH be careful to 
observe and improve. Care is as necessa- 
ry to success as labour ; let men be ever so 
industrious and painfijd, unless they are 
considerate and watchful^ their success is 
Uke to be but small. 

4th. In a becaming attention to little 
things. Many small ^natters arise in time 
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to sometbiag considerable : a small custo- 
mer attended to and pleased, shrews the 
way to a greater : but the disdaining to get 
or save things of small value, is often pun- 
ished by divine providence, in reducing 
such pride and carelessness to indigence 
and want. It is the remark of a very wise 
^an, ^^ he that contemneth small things, 
shall fall by little and little." Eccles.xix. l\ 
The gifts of the Creator's bpunty, abused 
by one man's foUy and vanity, are often 
transferred to another, who will make a 
better use of them, God forbid that I 
should encourage a covetous, sordid dis« 
position ; what I recommend, is a diligent 
care to make the best use of things, and 
to regat-d those smallet msitters on which 
greater depend, or which by some few r^- 
petitions may amount to something consi* 
derable. A constant and careful respect to 
this has raised many persons to a consider-* ' 
able estate, and enabled others, even with 
alitde, to do much more gpod than the 
careless persons can do even, with a large 
income. Our divine Master has herein 
proposed his own conduct for our imita« 
tion, who, when he had fed jive thousand 
people with only fve loaves and two fish- 
es, by which he had shewn how easily he 
could create food, jret ordered the frag* 
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ments to be gathered tip, that " nothing ^ 
might be lost.'* John vi. 12. 

5th» In rejecting those avocations which 
would divert you from your business. The 
Tradesman's shop or warehouse should be 
the place of his delight ; from whence he 
should not wander without some reasona- 
ble motive ; for here his business and his 
advantage lies. 

Diligence will guard you against con- 
suming your time and substance at houses 
of public entertainment. How many must 
be sought at the tavern^ fePc. who should 
be found in their shops, and are expending 
that money at places of entertainment^ of 
,which, duty to their families, and justice 
to others, call for a different accoont. 
And, indeed, this diligence will abridge 
all unnecessary time-wasting pleasures and 
recreations. 

Needless znA fruitless visits will be re- 
strained by this diligence. A d^e per- 
formance of these is necessary to friend- 
ship and business ; but idle, g^^^^ping vi» 
sits J which are employed in ransacking the 
affairs or faults of others ; judging or con- 
demning those who by ' their absence are 
incapably o£ defending themselves ; or in 
censuring the methods of public adminis- 
tration, the reasons and sprir.gs of which 
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are entirely unknown to persons in com'* 
mon life ; these the diligent Tradesman 
avoids. His visits will be commonly 
short J aerUuM and cheerful; whereby he 
may leave a relish of goodness behind him, 
and a desire in his friends to see htm 
again. 

Let the rdigious Tradesman be excited . 
to the practice of industry. It conduces 
much (under the favour of providence) to 
our temporal prosperity : the diligent are 
usually blessed with plenty ; and no dpubt 
affluence is a blessing, notwithstanding the 
frequent perversion of it, or else it had 
never been made the subject of so maay 
divine promises; |f riches and honour are 
|pod for you, this is the way to attain 
them ; for, as there is no calling so great 
but sloth win impoverish^ so there are few 
so mean, but diligence will improve* But 
whatever oiir success i$) I am sure it is 
most conducive to e(ur comfort. I dare 
appeal to every one's experience, whether 
they find not more inward peace and ^atis* 
faction when the day has been diligently 
employed in their proper callings; than 
when it has been triied away in sloth and 
folly. And it heightens our relish for the 
rest and refreshments of life : for the food 
as well as •* the sleep of the labouring man 
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Is sweet-*' But then, let iis be very cau* 
tious that this diligence does not degener^ 
ate into covetousncsSj and we therel^ lose * 
the reward, as we extinguish the virtue of 
it ; and contract a curse^ instead <3if gain- 
ing a blessing by it* 

Let the blessed God be owned and ho- 
noured, by humble prayer^ for a blessing 
on your diligence ; and affectionate praise 
and gratitude for success therein* " He 
it is that giveth you power to get wealth.*' 
Deut. viii. 18. ^' And without his blessing 
it is in vain for you to rise up early, knd 
sit up late, and to eat the bread of care- 
fulness/' Psalm, cxxvii.. 2* He governs 
and influences the minds of others, and 
'directs all those circumstances which rtiUst 
concur to your success. And his -ptoVi* 
Atxkc^ vCiMst preserve what his bounty be- 
stows, or else a thousand accidents will 
soon deprive you thereof. 

Let us close this chapter jlvith an obvi- 
ous reflection. Is diligence %o much a duty 
in the common business of this life; how 
much more is it so in thd great concerns 
of religion afad an eternal vJoHdP If earth- 
ly riqhes do riot drop into the mouths of 
men while sleeping, nor are to be obtained 
without labour arid cAte i much less are 
the h^tbits of virtue and goodness, and the 
G 
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rewards of glory and happiness. Goo 
will not carry us to. heaven like stones, 
without any sense or motion of our own ; 
but requires us to shew our esteem of his 
etemaf grace and favour, by runnings 
^ghting^ rvrestlingj and stri^ing^ for it, be- 
fore he bestows it upon us. As sloth is 
the evident cause of men's present po- 
verty, so it is of their future misery ; they 
will not be at the pains to be saved, though 
all the labour in religion is accompanied 
with real pleasure and sweetness* Let the 
foregoing directions be attended to for the 
prosperity of your souls, as well as that of 
your callings; 1. Seriously employ all the 
powers of nature^ in the service and 
love of the ever blessed God. 2. Let time 
ie diligently improved; let not that be mis- 
pent, or run waste, while work ot so great 
importance lies before you* 3. Lay liold 
I of every opportunity ior doing or receiving 
|good. 4. Tcrke a becoming care of those 
things that are accounted .vma//, though no- 
thing that relates to God, and another 
world, is really so ; let no small duty be 
omitted, and no small sin in<i\ilged ; for a 
"man may as surely 'bleed to death by the 
Wound of a lancet, .as by that of a sword* 

* These are scripture metaphors. 
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fm And reject those avocations which 
would divert you from the great business 
of religion. Let not the world, the fleshy 
or the devil, drs^w away your minds from 
the love and duty which you owe to God, 
and the concern that is necessary for the 
salvation of the soul. * 

*' Pharaoh said. unto Joseph, If thou 
knowest any men of activity amongst thy 
brethren, then make them rulers over my 
cattle, Gen* xlvii. 5, 6. 

^' The man Jeroboam was a mighty man 
of valour; and Solomon seeing the young 
man that he was industrious^ he made him 
ruler over all the charge of the house of 
Joseph, 1 Kings xi. 28. 

^< He becometh poor that dealeth with a 
slack hand ; but the hand of the diligent 
maketh rich. He that gathereth in sum- 
mer, is a wise son i but he that sleepeth in 
harvest, is a son that causeth shame, Prov* 
X. 4, 5. 

<< He that tilleth his /^zn J shall be satisfi. 
ed with bread : but \x^ lii^itfollotbeth vain 
persons is void of undci;standing. The 
hand of the diligent shall bear rule ; but 
the slothful shall be under tribute. The 
substance of ft diligent man is precious, 
Prejv.xii. 11,24, 27. 
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^^ He that 19 slothful in l^is work, is jbrcw 
ther to him that is a great waster, Prov^ 
xviii. 9. 

" The sluggard will not plough by rea- 
son of the cola; therefore shall he beg4n 
harvest and have nothing. Love rxoi sleeps 
lest thou come to poverty* Open thine'' 
«yes, ai^d thou shalt be satisfied with 
bread, Prov. XX. 4, 13. 

" He that \ovtxh pleasure shall be a poor 
insin. He that loveth wine and oil, shall 
not be rich, Prov. xxi. 17. 

" Seest thou a man diligent in his busi- 
ness? he shall stand before kings^ he shall 
not stand before mean men, Prov. 
xxii. 29. 

** I went by the field of the slothful^ and 
by the vineyard of the man void of under- 
standing. Yet a little sleep, a little 
slumber, a little folding of the hands to 
fleep. So shall thy poverty come as arte 
that travelleth ; and thy want as an arip- 
ed nian, Prov* xxiv. 30, 34. 

" Whatsoever thy hand findeth to-do, 
do it with thy might; for there is no work, 
^lor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in 
the grave whither thou goest, Eccles. 
.}x. 10." ^ 
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OF JUSTICE. 

THE nature of Justice^ as it resp 
men's dealings with each other, is cbnti 
ed in that divine rule of our bles 
Lord's ; " Whatsoever ye would that n 
should do. unto you, do ye even so u 
ihem ;" that is, do ve*in all cale% to oth< 
^ whatsoever is fit tor you to expect fr 
them in like circumstances* It is an hi 
of mind that disposes us to rendiir to 
their duesf and, as was said of diligei 
it differs not in Uie rea^ christian from 
same virtue in others^ but as faith in 
Lord Jesus, reverenc^ to God, and a I 
to goodness, are the springs of it. I sa 
18 a habit of the mind : for it relates 
merely to a particular action, but the gi 
ral series and tenor of our lives* Sc 
alone ^deserves the honourable name 
justy whose conduct is uniformly uprij 
and who has such a love to justice, as 
maintain its practice, whether it m^ 
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with present applause or not, or ev^n 
thougti it-should. sometimes thwart his ap- 
parent interest, Psalm xv. 4. 

Olir obligations to this great duty are 
manifoldl 1. The light of nqture and rear 
son of thin^-^s, enforce it. The Roman 
Emperor Severus so inuch admired that 
golden rule of our Saviour's, " ^idtibi 
Zion vis fieriy alteri m fepefis; what you 
would not have done to yoii, do not to 
Others;'' that he made it his mottOy and 
<:ause4 It to be written on his doors and 
]buil4iDgs, qnd eijirolled the divine Author 
of it amon^hisgods ; and would to God 
it was more legibly inscribed, not so much 
upon the zualls^ as in the hearts and lives 
of tbose^vho call themselves christians. 

2. Th^, ?norql laxv pf God obliges us to 
the practice piji^stice: this .is the sum of 
^he duties required in the secoiid table j 
which indeed i? qnly a new edition of the 
law of nature. " Thou shalt pot covet," 
pxciu'Jes the principles^ and "Thou shalt 
not steal,'' prohibits the practice of whatr 
speyer is unjust or dishonourable iti our 
conduct tq others ; and tjie^e rules are en- 
forced by numerous aqd repeated injunc- 
tion^, f' Thus saith thp JLord, ^ceep ye 
judgment^ and Ao justice, and spealc every 
man ^riith wit}i his neighbpiir." Isa, lyi. l\ 
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tSech. viii, 16. "Thou shalt not <afe. 
^flft^ thy neighbour : but that which is 
altogether just shalt thou follow." Lev. 
xi^. 13. Deut. xvi. 20. He has strength- 
ened these precepts with threatening^ of 
severe punishment in case of disobedi- 
ence ; many instances of the performance 
of' which are visible in this world, but 
many more are reserved to the great and 
solemn day of retribution. The gospel of 
Christ binds the consciences of all who ex- 
pect to receive a share in th^ blessings of 
it, to. the exact performance of this duty ^ 
it is the very design of it '' to teach men 
to live soberty, and righteously^ as well as 
godly, in this present world." Tit.ii. 12% 
It deprives the unjust of any preaent claim 
to the benefits of it ; for " if they are not 
faithful in the unrighteous manimon, who 
will comniit to their trust the true riches?" 
Luke xvi. 10, i?. And utterly excludes 
thfem from the hopes of the future glories 
and rewards of it : " know ye not that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God? be not deceived ; neither thieves, 
nor covetous, nor extortioners shall inher 
rit the kingdom of God." 1 Cor. vi. St, 
10. So that he who allows himself to vio- 
late the laws oijusticcy maims Christianity ; 
f^nd, whatever his profession of religion 
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may be, it i$ false and insincere ; for he 
can never be true to God, who is unjust to 
man J nor can he reasonably hope to be ac- 
cepted of Yiira. 

And not only duty and conscience, but 
present interest obliges men to the exercise 
o{ probity and jmtice : it is the surest and 
safest way to prosperity, and has a natural 
tendency to promote it : the universal 
practice of it will necessarily establish a 
good character y upon which much of the 
Tradesman's success depends ; eve^ one 
loves |to deal with an honest man; and the 
credit -and reputation that attends it pro* 
cures many advantages to the possessor of 
U* Though die indiscretion of some ho- 
nest and just men may keep them poor; 
and divine providence may afflict others, 
to convince an unbelieving world of a judg- 
ment to come; yet the godd God evident- 
ly blesses many with temporal prosperity 
to shew his love to righteousness^ ^nd the 
goodness of his providence in the present 
9tate. *^ The faithful man shall abound 
with blessings ; while he that hasteth to be 
rich by injustice and deceit shall be pun- 
ished." Prov, xxviii. 20. Shame and 
misery are the natural fruits of injustice 
and fraud ; and when men hsrve increased 
their wealth, and feathered their nests with 



Ofjmtkc. 81 

the spoils of others, the divine vengeance, 
like ajire not blowTiy often consumes them; 
-and it does not rest here, ^^ for it goes ill 
with them Aat are left in their taberna- 
cles/' Job. xx« 26. So odious is this sin 
to GoD^that even^the/>(3*^m/j/ of the un- 
just and oppressive shall feel the effects 
of his indignation against it ; and we ma}^ 
often observe that ill gotten wealth moul- 
ders away we know not how, in the hands 
of those for whom it was unjustly laid up. 

Having thus briefly considered the na- 
ture of justice, and our obligations to the 
practice of it, we proceed to specify the m- 
stances in which the Tradesman is to ex* 
ercise it. 

1st. Justice obliges the Tradesman to 
maie conscientious bargains ; that he nei- 
ther selis too dear, nor buys to cheap ; but 
does by others as he would be dealt by 
himself. 

!• It requires us to exact only a rsason- 
able proportion of gain from what we sell. 
The measure of allowable gain for all 
Tradesmen cannot be determined by any - 
particular rule : it cannot be alwayi mea- 
sured by what the commodity cqst^ since 
surprise or ignorance may occasion a des^r 
j^iirfjiase } and why should otl^er^ p^y fpr 
my folly ? Or it might by soinc special oC"" 
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carrence' be obtained very cheap; and na 
reason will oblige me to give away that 
advantage* The rates at which ^ome^M^r^ 
^e//,. cannot always be the proper measure, 
of gain ; for they may be necessitated to 
sell at under rates, and why should other 
men*s indigence prejudice me ? Or they 
may undersell others to gain customers, 
taking too litde for one thing, and over- 
reaching them in others ; and ,why should 
that mean artifice regulate those that are 
above it ? Or else they may be unreason- 
able and extravagant in their prices, and 
why must I be governed by their covet- 
ousness ? What a commodity hath yirw^- 
ly sold for, can be no jxist rule ; for every 
one knows that prices ebb and flow, and 
what was worth a guinea last year, may 
not be worth half so much this. Nor is, 
what will maintain the Tradesman and 
his family, a sure guide ; for two shillings 
in the pound may be profit sufficient for 
those whose returns are considerable, or 
their expenses small ; whereat twice as 
much may not suffice for the supply of a 
numerous, or sickly family* Bijt then the 
most tve can get^ is very far from being a 
just measure for our gains, for it is possi- 
ble to exact twice the .value of a commo- 
dity fl-om an unskilful or unwaiy customer, 
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which is downright injiistice and fraud. 
Nor, lastly, can the intrinsic worthy be a 
constant rule for valuation ; since in divers 
things that cannot be known, and in many 
others ybncT/ is the only guide : so that the 
surest rule that can be given is the market 
pricey which as^ it is the most general, so 
it is usually the least liable to exception ; 
and less partial than the conduct of parti- 
cvilar men. A due allowance is fit to be 
made for a person's time and labour^ haz^ 
ard and skill ; and long Cf/edit makes it rea- 
sonoble for the Tradesman to advance the 
price of his goods, as he is thereby depriv- 
ed of the improvement of his money, and 
runs some hazard of losing it ; but in es- 
timating the disadvantage on these headS| 
and making allowance for them, he is al- 
ways to conduct himself by the rules of 
justice and honour ; and desire no more 
gain from others when he sells^ than he al- 
lows reasonable for others to gain by him 
when he is the purchaser ; remembering 
that " light gains make an heavy purse, 
but large gains often make an heavy con-' 
science." 

2. Justice forbids the taking- advantage 
' another^s necessity in your bargains, 
not the cries of the poor > ascend to 
God against you, for sinking the prices of 
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their labour or goods ^ so low that it is im- . 
possible they should live upoh the profits , 
of them J nor let the necessity they are 
known to be under of receiving ready 
money for what they sell^ for the subsist- 
ence of themselves and families, ever 
tempt you to withhold from them the allow- 
ance of reasonable gain* " I have known 
a sordid Tradesman buy manufactiu^d 
metal of a necessitous workman for the 
same price that unmanufactured was 
known to cost, and then glory in his bar- 
gain i" but how common or gainful soever 
such practices may be, I am sure it is hor- 
rid injustice and oppressions if there is^ 
any providence of God in this world, or' 
any truth in liis word, the dvoine curse 
must needs attend all such iniquitous 
courses* If ever your covetousness tempts 
you to such kind pf conduct, consider that 
confounding question which God, the 
poor man's King, puts unto you ; ** What' 
mean ye that ye grind the faces of the poor, 
saith uie Lord God of hosts? Isa..iii. 15. 
and prevent the shame and confusion that 
must attend your answer to such an inqui- 
ry, by a sincere repentance, if you have 
been guilty herein j and a more humane 
and christian method of trade for the time 
to come. Nor let their necessities tncou* 
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r^^ you to encroach upon them in what 
they want to buy^ or in any thing they want 
to borrow for their necessary use, which is 
equal injustice and Oppression with the 
former. Or if your fellow Tradesman 
should need some commodity to supply his 
customer with, shew your generosjtyand ^ 
honour by using him as you would be done 
unto ; and in no case wait for an advan- 
tage to prey upon the straits, of others, for 
none would willingly be so dealt with 
themselves* 

3* Make no advantage of others unsiiU 
fulness in your bargains. Every one is not 
endowed with knowledge or sagacity alike; 
persons may easily forget, mistake, or 
overshoot themselves : nay, it is impossi- 
ble that any should be a competent judge 
of the value or goodness of every commo- 
dity they may want to purchase or sell : 
we must be sensible that this is often our 
own case ; then fore if it is unjust and un- 
geuQrous for any to take advantage of our 
ignorance or oversight, it is equally so for 
us to do the ^ame by others ; what is wrong, 
in one^ case must certainly be so in the 
other ; and no excuse can justify us. Say 
not, my knowledge was given me to im- 
prove those opportunities to my advan- 
tage,, and let every one look to thcm- 
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scflves. ; for the just and righteous Gover- 
nor of the world never gave any one supe- 
rior understanding and skill to be pervert^ 
edto 9uch base and ungenerous purpo^/es. 
Neither say, I only deal hy other^^ as 
others deal by me in such cases ; for it is 

1'ust as reasonable to say, because my house 
las been set on fire by others, therefore I 
. will bum my neighbour's. The criminal 
conduct of others can be no plea for your 
imitation. " Let no man therefore go be- 
yond Cor overreach J ordefraua his broth- 
er in any matter ; for God is the avenger 
of all such. 1 Thess. iv. 6. 

4* Make no bargains with such as have 
no just property in what they are contract- 
ing about* Some care is due in this case 
in those that sell^ that they encourage nor 
children, or other weak people to traffic- 
with them ; who cannot reasonably be sup- 
posed to be trusted with money. But it 
especially concerns those who are tempted 
to buy such gdods as they know, or greatty 
suspect to be stolen. It is true, thy gains 
may be large by §uch bargains, ibut I am 
sure thy guilt is greater. . You assist and 
encourage them in their wickedness, and 
are evidently concerned in that divine 
censure, « When thou sawest a thief, thou 
consentedst with him.*' Psal. 1. 18» He 
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that knowingly connives at or assists in an 
evil action, shares in the guilt of it. And , 
if you should be so artful as to escape the 
laws pf man, which are strict against these 
transgressions ; yet the penetrating eye of 
God always beholds you, who will sooner 
or later make you sensible of his indigna- 
tion at your theft and covetousness. Say 
not, my shop is my market ; for what hon- 
est man will buy a stolen horse in the mar* 
ket, if he knowis or suspects it to be so ? 
Neither plead, that if you buy them not, 
others Willi for the wickedness of others 
will be no sufficient excuse for your ini- 
quity. It is. strange, that men, who reason 
and act prudently enough in other things, 
yet when the laws of their Creator inter- 
rupt their vicious inclinations, lose both 
sense and reason too, and will ventiure the 
anger of Almighty God, offer violence to^ 
their consciences, and hazard their repu- 
tations, rs^her than miss of a litde sordid 
gain. Meddle not with such dishonest . 
purchases, but choose even to be poor witft 
integrity^ rather than to be rich by unrigh- 
teousness. 

5. Use yourselves to an honest plainness^ 
in your bargains. Ordinary and discern^ 
able faults the buyer is supposed to take 
notice of, but if your goods have any such 
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private or undlscerned defects, as wbuUi 
cause him to relinquish his purchase, or, 
lessen his offers for them if he knew theni, 
it is unjust to obtrude them upon him. It 
is not sufficient in this case to say, that you 
sell them at a ptict proportionable^ (though 
I fear this is not always done) for the de- 
fects may so far lessen them in the buy- 
er's esteem, or render them so unsuitable 
to his intention in the purchase of them, 
that he would not buy them at any rate ; 
and it Is not your fara\al cant, or fallacious 
^ harangues, that will alter the property of 
a bad commodity. If the buyer is censur- 
ed .for saying, it is^ naughty it is naughty in 
order^to lessen the price, and when he 
goeth his way rejoicetla in the goodness of 
his purchase; 1 am sure the seller is 
equally guilty, who says, it is faultless ;■ 
it is excellent good; when he knows it to 
he quite the reverse. Ask your con- 
sciences, if this conduct can be justi- 
' fiedhefovt God ; or if it is doinff by others 
as you would be done unto ? If it be repli- 
ed, we are under a necessity to buy dam- 
aged and faulty goods along yi'ixh others, 
and we must sell them. I answer, buy as 
fevi of therai as may be ; and sell them ta 
those who understand what they buy, and 
if you should lose something by them, ra* 
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therthan impose them upon the ignorsmt ; 
the divine providence can easily and large- 
ly reward your selfdenial* 

2d. yustice requires the- ready payment 
of all just debts at the appointed time. 
Prudence will direct us to be cautious what 
debts we contract, but when they become 
due, justice require^ that they be punctu^ 
ally discharged; otherwise we keep the 
possession while another has the right. 
The matter is not whether the creditor is 
rich or poor, for all have 'a right to claim ^ 
their own ; but it is an aggravating circum- 
stance of guilt when the necessitous^ the 
. widow and the fatherless are injured. If 
you ])lead inability^ this^will neither justi- 
fy, nor excuse you, unless God by his pro- 
vidence hath disabled you, in which case 
you are obliged to use all possible lawful 
endeavours to make due satisfaction ; and 
both reason and justice require the full 
pajnment of your debts whenever you are 
able^ even though your creditors, consi- 
dering your indigent state, may accept of 
what your present abilities will allow : for 
right can never be lost^ in conscience, 
where there is a future sufficiency; 
though it may be fit to be abated in law. 
But let not thosd calamities be charged on 
God's providence, which are the effects of 
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your own imprudence. Justice also re- 
quires that debts be paid not only fully, 
but speedily^ as they become due. If we 
are not to say to our neighbour, go^ and 
come again^ if we haue it by usy when he 
comes to beg or to borrow^ Prov. iii* 28* 
much less when he asks only for that 
which is his own; you know not what ne- 
cessity he may have for it, or what depen* 
dence he may place upon it, which may in- 
volve him in an Jbundred difficulties upon 
'the disappointnHfnt ; he may be poor, and 
^et his heart upo$. it i ^nd it is unmerciful 
as well as unjuajt, needlessly to delay the 
payment of it. ^ 

But the most ineiu:usable violation of 
justice^ is, a Tradesman's breaking upon 
design^ in order to defraud the creditors, 
of their dues, and enrich himself with their 
spoils* Such iniquity can have no refuge 
to screen itself from confusion and r^« 
morse, but a seared conscience, or direct 
atheism* How many heinous sins dost 
^ou wilfully and deliberately commit,^ for 
a little momentary gain! Here are re- 
peated //>^, if not /^^r/z/r^; stealings noto- 
rious hypocricy and dissimulation; con' 
tempt of God's law and justice^ and ir^U' 
ry to men. How canst thou hope to es- 
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cape thb righteous judgment of God wbo 
aft guilty of crimes like these I 

3d, justice consists in using exact 
weights and measures: without these, 
commerce is a perfect cheat: "Thou 
shalt not have in thy bags divers weights, 
a great f to buy with J and a small fto sell 
with:) neither shalt thou have in thy 
house divers measures. For all that do 
such things, and all that do unrighteously, 
are an abomination unto the Lord. But 
thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, 
and a perfect and just measure shalt thou 
have; that thy days may be lengthened in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
Deut. XV. 13, 16. Are there yet the trea-. 
sures of deceit in the house of the wicked, 
and the scant measure, which is abomina- 
ble? Shall I count them pure with ''the 
wicked balances, and with the bag oi de* 
ceitful wtightSf saith the Lord?''>Mic* vi. 
10, 12. The buyer as well as the seller 
should be content with^i^^ and equal deal- 
ings, and not desire or endeavour to.ob- 
tain more than he agrees for, or by any 
arts or deceits whatsoever to impose upon # 
or prejudice his neighboui^ 

'Amoi^g other frauds, false lights arft 
justly reckoned ; when Tradesmen so con- 
trive the lights of their shops as to rcprc^ 
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sent their commodities better than they 
really are ; and when the chapman reviews 
his purchase at home, he finds it quite an- 
other thing ; now what can be "more wn- 
jmt than this ? It is decaying thy neigh- 
bour, vand no other that picking his purse 
of. so much as is extorted from him by this 
means, above the real worth of. the com- 
modity. 

4th. Justice obliges the Tradesman to 
iStkt. right -working of all manufactures. Hu- 
man laws often make provision for this ; 
but the cases in which fraud may be com- 
mitted are so Various, that it is impossible 
t;o reach them all, and, tinless men are un- • 
der the awe o( God and conscience, they 
Will find evasions, and trample the laws 
under their feet. Justice will teach the 
Tradesman to do such work for others^ as 
he would have done for himself; and not 
through sloth^ multiplicity of business, or 
any covetous view, to render things less 
serviceable th2in they ought to be. It is true, 
it is not necessary to bestow equal care or 
labour upon every piece of work, the stuff, 
^ the price, or the design of it may not re- 
quire it; but equity requires that every 
manufacture have the perfection requisite 
to its kind ; and forbids the deceitful thrust- 
ing in of a bs(ser stuff or metal instead of 
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a better, even though it may do the pur- 
chaser equal service, or he may never be 
sensible of the difference j because it is 
imposing upon his ignorance, and extort- 
ing a price from him above the true value 
of the commodity. Saiy not, the price 
will not allow that things be made as they 
ought, for it is the slightness of work that 
is the usual cause of reduction in the 
price ; and if goods were better, the prices 
might be better too, a^ is evident from re- 
peated facts, that they who. do the best 
work have the greatest gains, as well as 
the most credit. 

5th. Justice requires the ready and 
cheerful paymeuit of all lawful impositions, 
taxes, or customs. As the Tradesman 
enjoys th^ benefit and protection of govern- 
ment ; he should not think much to contri- 
bute to the support of it ; and to render to 
all their dues, tribvte to whom tribute is 
diie^ custom to whom custom. Plead not that 
the end of taxations are not answered : For 
it is hard to prcJVe the matter of fact, and 
the care of the government ought not to be. 
censured without clear and uncontrolable •# 
evidence, Tl^e neglect of subordinate of- 
ficers must not be thrown upon the chief 
magistrate, unless it be frequent, notorious, 
and after aue information. And after all, 
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there ever were, and will be some over- 
sights ; some unworthy persons employed, 
who will seek their own, and not the pub- 
lic good: whose negligence must be cor» 
rected by their superiors, and not pleaded 
in excuse for the neglect oi duty, by every 
private person. 

And as you should " render to Caesar 
tl>e things that are Caesar's ; so should you 
*' render to God the things that are God*s.'* 
If vou expect the-blessing of Heaven, with- 
hold not from his Ministers whatsoever is 
due unto them ; for '^ God hath ordained 
that they which preach the gospel, should 
live by the gospel," 1 Cor. ix. 14. As they 
have relinquished the gainful employments 
of life for the service of God and the inte- 
rests of religion ; they have a claim to be 
supported in a manner becoming their of- 
fice, that they may be freed from the anxie- 
ties of want, and may be examples ^z^ well 
as promoters of charity to others : and this* 
is not only a point of religion and charity, 
but justice and eq^ ity* 

6th. Justice requires the Tradesman to 
pay due respect to the laws and orders of 
his society : to the observation of which, 
the members thereof are usually obliged by 
oath. Supposing these laws to be agreea- 
ble to the^ dictates of reason and reMgion, 
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justice and conscience obliges your obedi- 
ence to tlietn, although they niay some* 
times interfere with your private interest. 

7th. justice defnands an eq^'itable regard 
to yourjelow Tradesman. Though every 
man may use all lawful methods to in- 
crease and secure his custom ; yet, charity 
should keep us from hindering those that 
BTe poorer than ourselves; and justice for- 
bids the gaining customers or chapmen 
from others, by any dishonourable or indi' 
rect means : particularly, let every unjust 
reflection, and depreciating insinuation on 
your fellow Tradesman's character or 
goods be abhorred ; and every other mean 
artifice, to increase your business, at the 
expense of your neighbour's. But let this 
always be your governing principle, to do 
unto thers as you would be done urito. And 
though' masters should be content that 
their apprentices at setting up should car- 
ry away some customers from them, being 
part of the consideration fo^ their time and 
money ; yet no ingenuous apprentice will 
use any unworthy means to gain customers 
to himself; or do any thing but what is 
common and approvedly done in thslt case, 
either before or after the expiration of his 
time ; remembering; that when he comes in- 
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to 'the same circumstances, he hinidelf wiUJ 
not be contented with such usage» 

Again, ingfossing of commodities y where- 
by many are impoverished for the enriching 
of a few ; whether it be done by societies 
or single persons, is directly contrary to 
the laws of justice and charity; which 
commands us to love ourneighbours as our" 
selves : and not to seek our own advantage 
to the prejudice of others* Men may 
*' boast when they do well fo? diemselves ; 
and others m^y bless the covetous whom. 
God abhors ;^\ Psalm x. 3. but the com- 
mon and tender Father of all, cannot but 
hate these gains of oppression, and punish 
this method of hastening to be rich; and 
we often see the effects thereof, in the fall 
and ruin of those who thought to enrich 
themselves by these gains of unrighteous* 
ness* 

Neither is it agreeable to justice and 
equity^ fojr the rich Tradesman or Artifi- 
cer, whose estate perhaps m^y bear him 
out, in ' such a manner to. undersell his 
poorer fellow Tradesman, that they want- 
ing his stock and credit, cannot preserve 
their customers, or subsit upon those 
prices. This conduct is especially crimi* 
nal where the very design of it is to weak- 
en and impoverish #theri. 
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Laitty. That injuHke is loioleralde 
vhich is offered to yoxxt pattnera in trader 
%rho repose the same oonfidence in you, as 
tiiejrdo in themselves; and to whom you 
are bouttd by all the strictest ties of law^ can* 
science^ andwitt/tta/ confideme. For such, 
persons to undermine or purloin, froiS^ 
each other, is a crime that deserves the 
severest censure ^ and cannot be practised 
by any who have not lost all loVe to virtue, 
or fear of shame. * 

Bth* justice obliges the Tradeamail to 
m paternal care ab&ui hU apprenUeea^ Pru^ 
dence directs to choose such as are of so.* 
her character^) tolerable tempers, and ca« 
|>acities fit for business ; but those whom 
you se^ fit to bind and receive into your 
lunilies, jmtict obliges you to use in the 
same manner as you would have your aum 
children treated^ when they come into the 
same condition. 

1. Beware of undue «^m^i/ and rigour 
towards them } this wUl discourage them 
in your service, make their time and life a 
burden ; and it is ^ell if worse consequent 
ces do not attend it* Remember that you 
were once in the same state, and repeat - 
not upon them^ what was then jusly es« 
teemed an hardship by yourself. Kemem* 
her that ypu also ha»e, mMfafer in hanfer^f; 
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who rules by love and just authority^ and 
not by severity and .vengeance ; and do 
you iiwtate him therein. Let the govern* 
ment of your servants be such> as may 
comniand love and esteem, as well as re-* 
spect and obediente, that they may feel it 
to be as much their interest^ as their duty 
to serve you.' Maintain your authority/ 
over them by a life of virtue 9inA reHgion; 
this will produce reverence, and enforce 
respect much more effectually than any 
domineering austerity in words or beha- 
viour. inSpose not too heavy tasks upon 
them; make not their lives bitter by 
cruel bondage, lest they cry unto God 
against you. Remember their years, and 
bear M^ith frailties and imperfections i 
charge them not with faults without cause^ 
nor refuse to hear their just apologies. 
Remember the reflection of Job in the 
like case, ^' if I did despise the cause of 
my man servant, or of my maid seirvant, 
when th«y contended with me ; what then 
shall I do when God riseth . up I and 
when he visiteth, what shall I answer 
him i Did not he that made me in the 
womb make him I and did not one fashion 
us in the womb.", Job xxxi. 13, 15. Let 
them hzv^ food and rest convenient for 
them. For , qtiolity^ let it be such as is 



Of Justice. 99 

suitable to their €oiid4tioD ; (or quantity y 
let it be sufficient for their necessary re- 
freshment; BXid for time md season^ let it 
he such as is most conducive to their 
health and comfort^ Be fuU as residy to 
encourage them when they do well, as to 
reprove them when they do amiss ; that 
they may be sensible of your good ^ill to 
them, as well as your authority over them. 
^* Th,ou shalt not rule over thei?) with ri^- 
gour^ but' shalt fear thy God.^ Levit. xxvm 
43. 

• 2. But 'then, he watchful against a weai ^ 
i»^^/^e;2Cf towards them. Imptpve your . 
just. authority over them, for maiiitaining 
in the whole of their conduct a du^ respect 
to God and yourselves. Indulge them in 
no known, evil. Recommend to them, both 
by example and precept, the religious fear 
of. God, and justice and truth to man. 
Above jdl, diligently watch over them to. 
preserve them from the infection of evil 
company} to this end, take ^n exact ac 
count of their time when they are absent 
from you ; for it is then that they contract 
their pernicious acquaintance. Especially, 
let your authority be exercised over them 
for the religious observance of the Lord'*s 
day^ for many have* dated their ruin from^ 
the faulty liberties they were then indulged 
'in. / ■' - „ 
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9th. yt/^^ice will excite tjie Tradesman, 
(if in such relatiooB la life) tp make due 
provisUn fir his w^fe and i^hildren* The 
wife perhaps hath been useful in the shop 
or the family, to preserve or increase your 
estate, and govern and inspect the affairs of 
the household ; or however, she is bone of 
your boncy and flesh of your fleshy and hath 
jbrsaken her parents and iriends, to cast 
herself updn your love and care ; you are 
bound, therefore, by all sacred and human 
ties, to aecure her comfort ao far as lies ift 
your power* Your children are parts of 
yourself, whom you brought into the 
world in an helpless and dependant state ; 
it 19 tmnatural and unjust not to support 
sold provide for them; yet such is the 
idleness and negligence, such the prodi* 
gality and voluptuousness of many Trades* 
men, that misery and tears are th^ only 
inl^eritance they leave to their distress* 
ed families. The goods are appraised^ 
but they are few or unsahaUe; the 
books are examined, but no comfort ia 
to be found from them ; the poor wife 
is forced to live upon her friends^ or 
pine away in wahti and the children 
to wander desolate and forsaken* O 
Ik wretched injustice! Can the posterity of' 
juch men rise up and call th^m blfssed^ 
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who make them heirs to notki«i]g but po-^ 
verty and distress I Or wilf it excuse thent^. 
that they have been^tw^ to others^ who are 
thus cruel to their ow« ^g'^A ? No. Limit 
yourselves iii the expenses of dress, diet, 
..and furniture; allow yourselves in no un- 
reasonable or costly pleasures ; be dili;gept 
in your callings, and prudent in your con- 
cerns ; that you may leave your families 
above the charity of their friends, s^nd eq. 
able them to live when your period of life 
ceiases; that your exit may i;iot belike the 
brutes, who have no concern for the off- 
spring they leave behind thein* ' ** A good 
man leaveih an inheritance to his children's 
childrep. Wealth and riches are in his 
house, atid his righteousness endureth for 
<ver.'' Prov. xiii. 22. and Psal. cxii. 3. 

lOthV This justice in the Tradesman, 
obligeth him to shew mercy to the poor; 
for righteousness containeth charity. Psal. 
cxii. ?. 2 Cor. ix. -9. Mext are but stew^ 
ards of what they possess to the great 
God, who is the original proprietor of all 
things d as much as is needful for their 
own use, he allows them to appropriate 
to themselves, and has appointed the poor 
and necessitous to be the receivers of the 
rest; we are not therefore " to withhold 
good fropi them to whom it is due^ wheh 
I 2 
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H is in the power of our hands to do tX^^. 
Pro¥« ill* 27. We should improve the to* 
ieni of wealth a» good servants of our 
great Master ; and so regulate our expefei« 
sesy and employ our skill and care, that we 
aiay be assistant tp others ; working tvitb 
gur hand, or labouring with oiur^eads, 
^' the thing tjiat is good, that we may have 
^ give to him diat needeth." Eph. iv« 28* 
The goodness of Qoix is his ^lory; nor is 
there a more Amiable disposition in his 
creatures, or any thing ihat yields greater 
delight to an humane and pious heart, or 
is mqre lilcely to meet with a generous re- 
gard from a good God, than a sincere 4is? 
position tq imitate him herein. Let the 
Tradesman therefore, in 4 course of dili* 
genc^ and prudence, trust Gop with futu- 
rity, 'An4 enlarge his hearty z^A extend his 
QOinpassions tq the t>i^oper objects of them- 
Ai)d hfere a large ^^Id is before ypu.-— 
Either there are some p^pr relations of 
'your own \ or Go;» lu^th so^e poor cAi/« 
dren of his, whose necessities call for re- 
lief. Or soine poor, faithful ministers of 
fchrist, who instead of living to study and 
^o good, are obliged to study to live and 
get bread. Or some pOpr Tra^esmen^ g^nd 
house keepers, that often want work, and 
therefore want bread j or w^osc families 
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are Isarge^'aisd. their afflictapne mxxy ; whose 
patience prevents theii^ complaints, ^ and 
'vtFjidse modesty ^nfitsthem tor asking; and 
therefore languish and pine in distress. 
Besides schools for the youngs relief for 
the sift or lame, and assistancie for the 
aged and helpless* All which are proper ' 
apd necesssry objects for your charity, as 
far as your abilities extend* 

And that you may be free and liberal 
herein, lay by . {or this purpose, m some 
due proportion, " as God has blessed you," 
t Cor. xvi. 2. either weekly, monthly, or 
yearly, as the nature of -your incomes are : 
this method will free you from the uncer- 
tainty that those must be under, who only 
occasionally stretch forth their hands . as 
objects offer: and having thus a stock dip** 
vate4 to sacred and charitable uses, you 
will be much more free on all proper occa- 
sions to exercise your bounty and liberali- 
ty : always judging, that well ordered cha- 
rity is the surest SiVid safest way to thrive ; 
as what is expended this way is lent on the 
best security, and the largest interest : 
Prov. xix. 17. ch. iii. 9. namely, on the 
faithfulness and bounty of God* 

llth. Justice requires a punctual regard 
to all lawful contracts. But as this is a 
branch ol that trUth which is que from 
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man to man, I shall take notice of it under 
that head. 

12th. Lastly, Jtistice demands a speedy 
restitution of whatever may have been un- 
lawfully gained, or acquired. T^is is a 
duty so evidetit, that orfe would think lit- 
tle need to be said to prove it necessaryt 
1* Religion requires it ; conscience can ne^ 
ver be pacified, nor guilt removed, while 
the gftins^of injustice are in our hands; 
nor that repentance be sincere, which is 
not attended with a real purjpose and reso^ 
lution to restore what has been iniquitous- 
ty gotten. For repentiance is the undoings 
as tar as we are able, what has been done 
amiss ; if it was criminal for you to injure 
your neighbour at first, the crime stilt re- 
mains, white you continue voluntarily to 
detain from him what is his due: and 
therefore Gop commanded, that " when 
any trespassed against the Lord," i. e* by 
defrauding another (and observe by the 
way, that though men are the immediate 
objects, yet God esteems injustice to them 
as done against Himself, because it is the 
violation of His law, and the contempt of 
His authority ;) " then they shall confess 
their sin, and recompence the trespass witli 
the principal, and add the fifth part there- 
to, and give to him against whom he hath 
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trespassed," as a satisfaction for the in* 
conveniences that the injiored partjr might 
have suffered. Numb. v. 6, 7. The morhl 
equity oi which law binds the consciences 
of all men to the end of time. When Ne- 
hemiah had engaged the Jews, who had 
been guilty of oppression, to a, promise of 
restoring what they were unrighteously 
possessed of, he adds this divine commu* 
nication : *• God so s|iake out every man 
from his house, and from his labour that 
performeth not his promise ; even thus be 
he shaken out and emptied; and all the 
people said, amen.^' Nehem. v. 2, 13. 
And Zaccheus immediately fell under the 
conviction of this duty; when our Wessed 
Saviour invited Himself to his house, he 
Inew no better proof thg^t he could give 
Iiim of the sense he had of his past errors, 
and the sincerity of his present affection, 
than engaging himself, ^^ where he had in- 
jured any man, whether good or bad, rich 
or poor, king or subject, presently to re- 
store fourfold." Luke xix. 8. This shews, 
that the natural consciences of men own re- 
stitution as a duty ; and if ever salvation 
come to your house, and the influence of' 
religion upon your hearts, you will go and 
do likewise* 
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2. Interest requires it* While .Gop is 
the righteoiis Governor of thq wprld^ the 
gains of injustice can never be Uessings to 
the possessors of them, They are often 
blown away by the blast of God, like chafF 
before the wind ; but if they remain, the 
divine curse remains yrith them ; and like 
the leprosy^ spreads infection to all that 
you possess. If you are incapable of ma- 
king restitution, though the will maybe 
accepted instead of the deed, yet surely 
you oUght to mourn with peculiar bitter- 
ness that you have done injuries to others, 
which you are not sable to repair. You 
should reflect on the hand of God, and ac- 
knowledge his justice, in rendering your 
unrighteousness so unpro^table to you ; 
and remember that the obligation Hill lies 
upon you to make restitution when, and in 
what degree soever you are capable. If 
the fear of shame and loss of reputation, 
deter you from this instance of justice ; 
choose some faithful friend to restore the 
owner his right, and then your name heed 
not be known, or your character sullied ; 
and let it be observed, that to sin, is 
shame ; what shame can it be to do that 
whicKis good^ and undo that which Is evil? 
But if your foolish shame or base covet- 
ousttess prevent your execution of justice ; 
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remember tiiat it will not be long before 
your iniquities Will be charged upon you 
in the presence of God, of angels and men \ 
and what unspeakable shame and confu- 
sion will then cover your face, when it 
shiall be found that after all the remon- 
strances of reason and conscience, you 
have lived and died in these sins* If it be 
objected, that the persons are dead whom 
you have injured, and you know of none 
to make restitution to ; I answer, thjB heirs 
or executors of the deceased have the pro- 
jjer claim to it ; and if after diligent enqui- 
ry they are not to be found, the divine re- 
cords have prescribed who are to be the 
receivers. " If the injured man have no 
kinsman, or heir, to recompense the tres- 
pass unto, let the trespass be recompensed 
to the Lord.'' Numb. v. 3. God's church 
a|id poor are his receivers of all estates 
forfeited to his honour and government. 
As giving to Ae poor is lending unto the 
Lord, where it is an act of benevolence ; 
so it is paying unto the Lord what he 
claims as an ^ct of justice from us. 

To conclude: 1. Reflect on your past 
conduct a^ to this great duty o{ justice. Per- 
haps your injustice has been so* secretly 
managed, that your reputation is not injur- 
ed by it ; but what says conscience ? Does 
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not that remember the UnconscionaSlei bar-* 
gains, the faulty wares shufBed off by de^ 
ceit and fakehood ; the unjust wetfchts and 
measures used hi ti^de ; or the oppression 
and unm€rc\fulness with which it has been 
conducted* * Xiet conscience survey the 
foregoing particulars, and' see wherein you 
have been guilty; and give it leave to 
speak, ' while it acts th^ part of a friendly 
monitor, for speak it will, ai\d tbp more 
terribly, the longer it is silenced* Shut 
not your eyes against the light, nor frame 
any excuses for yourself now, Aat will not 
stand the test of the great judgment day. 
" Bretlk off your sins by righteousness, 
and your iniquities by shewing mercy." 
Dan. iv 27. And seek (he divine forgive- 
ness by 'a sincere repentance before God, 
and an humble faith in Christ Jesus the 
Lord, while forgiveness may be had. 

2. X.et all your actions be regulated by 
the rules of justice for the time to come; 
and reckon nothing really gained, but what 
you gain honestly. Be advised ever t6 
tcJte the safer path in doubtful cases ; do 
that which appears to be the most honora- 
ble, just and charitable; and run not al- 
ways tQ the utmost extent of lawfulness, 
'for he that always walks as near to the ri- 
vers brink as he can, is in extreme danger 
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of falling in* Let it be your fixed pur<* 
pose, by the grace of Goo, that' though 
y6u may not be very rich, yet you will be 
diway^ very jtist. This is the way to a 
quiet conscience, and a firm estate; you 
may*then enjoy with pleasure, and leave 
with comfort to your posterity, whatever 
acquisitions a diligent hand, and a good GoD 
has offered you. T*o which end. 1. Let 
the fear of Gov raie in pour hearts* Fear 
of shame may restrain men from many in*' 
stances of ii^u^ce, but nothing less than ' 
the religious U^ of GoB, will make thenji 
universally jast and honest. S. Goncjuer 
your undue love iojhe world. A covetous 
and selfish temper» the grand spring of all 
injustice and oppression* Men would ne^^ 
ver expose themselves to the anger of 
God, injure their neighbours^ and hazard 
dieir reputation for a little gain, if their 
love to it was not excessive and criminal. 
3. Learn contentment in yo\xr present state, 
and trust in Gop for futurity. His pro- 
vidence overrules ^d dii^ects all the con- 
ditions of his creatures. Me knoxas wfutt 
things we half e need of and what would 
be hurtful to us, and will be sure to 
secure the best good to those who'^place 
their confidence in Him. But men wouljl 
fain be independent beings. 4. JLove t/mr 
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neighbour as, yourself and plate yourself 
ih his sUad in ^ilyoijir dealings wiA him ; 
it is certain ;|^ou will dictt do nothing ihat 
is unjust or dishonourable by hifti. 5. Laist« 
ly, as this and ^tfery other virtue and grace 
must be deriped ftom ChrisX Jcfsus, the 
fountain of all wisdom and grace 5 so let 
the practice of it be recommended toGi)t>y 
by a true and living fcith in hina as the 
great Mediator. Then Vrhatever. your sittc- 
eess% here below^ you iriU not fail of as 
abundant reward above, 'tn the presence 
and favour of the just and t^hteous God. 
Butlet no kian be so vain as tt!> ihink, diat 
thcJ christian ^ffA and profession will pro- 
fit him that contradicts the precepts of it: 
or that the righteousness of Christ was 
ever designed to justify or save the «n- 
ffghtedt^ desltr. 

Bt -Promote this Jtistice in others, 9s fwr 
a^ ybu are able^ Kecommend/and instil 
^principles of justice and integrity into 
your children stiid servants; knd sufier 
Aem not to offer the least wrong to' any. 
. Be, and prbfess youftelf to be, an enemy 
to all injufiomzhd deceitful dealing. Stand 
not by patiently, while others are injured 
and imposed upon ; at least be not parta- 
kers with them. In many Instances, he 
Asa hinder snft sax injury when he mighti 
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makes it his orvn* Improve the interest 
and influence you have, to reform what is 
amis$ in this respect. This* is the hvay to 
honour the gospel^ and stop the calumnies 
<^ Its enemies, to establish a good reputa- 
tion among men'; to live in peace, and die 
in comfort ^through the grace of the Re- 
deemer) ana leav^ a blessing behind ^ou. 
Amen. 
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CHAP* VI. 



OF TRUTH. 



AS to the nature of truths we may ob- 
serve that it is either the agreement of our 
expressions to the nature oi things, or to our 
knowledge^ or apprehensions of them. Our 
expressions may agree with our conceptions 
of things, butnot with their nature ; in which 
case we call the falsehood a mistake or error. 
This is indeed a soft term, and implies but 
little blame ; yet even this is culpable, 
when the means of knowledge arc afforded 
us ; for that law that requires us to do our 
duty, requires a care to inform ourselves 
about it in order thereto. On the other 
hand, if our expressions do not agree with 
' our conceptions, it is lying / though they 
may happen to agree wiA the nature of 
the thing. For here is a design to misre^ 
present it : and as our words are under* 
stood to express more immediately our 
own conceptions, here is in fact an intend- 
ed false representation. Whatever the 
thing is, .we design another should believe 
we Uiii^k it tp be what we really imagine 
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k is not* This however is not the ^aa* 
when we only rehearse a lie in ati historic 
cal maimer, and make it not pur pwn. 
And I must observe here, that persons 
may act as well as speak a lie ; for words 
are biit the mode of expressing our ^pre- 
hensions, which may as strongly be sigpiU' 
fied by actions; for instance, "the man 
that lives as if he had the estate he knows 
he has not ; or was wh^t indeed he knows 
he is not^ doth as truly lie, as if he was con« 
tinually to express it by words ; if it be 
done with ^ design to injure and deceive 
others."* . So that you may perceive thaf; 
every mistake is not a lie, nor every doubt- 
ful speechy nor every parable or fabky nor 
the rehearsing of a lie, if we make it va^X 
our own : but a /ie, is the voluntary ftUsi'^ 
fying of the tr^th, and is usually joined 
with an intention to deceive. 

Let every Tradesman endeavour to judgi^ 
of things a« they are; and speak of them^ 
when he is properly called thereto, accariaffc 
ing to such txis judgment : Neither adding 
nor diminishing ; neither depreciating ^ 
commodity, not putting false colours upoi^ 
it, but " speak the truth in his he^rt :" PsaL 
XV. 2. And this from conscience to Goi^ 
and a love to virtue. To this he is bound 
* $e» B^gVm of Nature delineated. 

■ . K 2' ; 
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by die rules of reason and religion^ of Ao- 
nour and interest. 

!• As every man requires to be truly 
dealt with himself, and hates to be deceiv- 
ed, or imposed upon by falsehood ; reason 
evinces the fitness and obligation of treat- 
ing others in the same manner. For with 
what face can we desire that all men 
should act by the rules of sincerity and 
truth to us, while we make falsehood and 
fraud the measure of our (fonduct to them ? 
If truth is eligible from others to you^ why 
should it not be equally so from you to them^ 
It is nianifest that lul civil society must 
be dissolved without it; that falsehood 
breaks the bonds, and destroys the confi- 
dence that is necessary thereunto ; for how 
can men converse or trade together, if 
they are not to be telievedf And how can 
they eSLpect to be believed, unless they con- 
stantly sbeak the truth? He that will lie 
for one thing, at one time, may reasonably 
be supposed capable of doing it at any 
time, or in any case. It may further be 
observed that truth and justice have such 
a relation to each other, that he cannot be 
just in his dealings, that is f(dse in his 
words. Surely every one's indignation 
should be awakened against a vice which 
thus destroys the common good of mau-* 
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kind : It is evidcot that speech was given 
us, that we might signify or express our 
minds to each other ; but lying and false- 
hood, directly contradict this end ; so that 
2Ldumb in^n is better than a liar. 

2. Religion certainly lays us under the 
strongest obligations to truth and sinceri- 
ty. We worship and serve the GoD pf 
Truth ; the revelation we believe, is the 
goapel of Truth; the precepts of religion 
every where enforce the love atid practice 
of Truth,' it is die very character of all 
that sincerely profess it, that they hate ly- 
ing ^SiriA, hve truth. Psal. xv. 2, 4. And so 
contrary is th€ indulgence of falsehood and 
deceit to the spirit of bur holy religion, that 
it utterly e'x^Audes the practisers of it from 
any share in the blessings of the gospel, or 
hopes of salvation. Prov. xiii. 5. Prov, 
xix. 9. Psalm V. 6. Rev. xxi. 8,27. Chap. 
±£11. 15. Yea, there is such an evident 
contradiction between -a Jklse man, and a 
true christian, that it is a wonder how any 
tSLti m^tke pretensions to the last character, 
whose conduct lays them under the cen- 
sure *of the former. 

3. And not only reason and religion, but 
honour and intetest should engage men to 
be exactly true and upright in their words. 
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There is a real nobleness of spirit, and 
true courage, in speaking the truth. How 
strongly doth eonscience support the man 
of veracity^ so that no frowns can daunt 
him i Wher^aa the liar is the reproach of 
humanity; and the most distant impqtation 
of so infamous a character, is highly re- 
sented by every man of honour* He who 

. knows himself to be guilty, feels a sung in 
his conscience, when none else can accuse 
him ; and shame and confusion fill his face 
when he is detected* Nothing but sordid 
hopes, or sordid fears, can prevent the 
tongue from being the true interpreter of 
the mind* Thus So^s honour plead for it ; 
and certainly it is not less foe a man'Mn/^ <• 
rest to be true to his word* Ji, is the most 
effectual way to maintain and support hift 
credit. Such a person ohaIl.be believed in 
doubtful things, when a solemn oath is not 
sufficient to gain him credit, who allows 
himself in lying and deceit* When m^o 
of falsehood and 4eceit have affrighted 
those that know them from dealing with 
them, they will find that justice and 

* truth are greater recommend[ations, than 
the fairest sign they can hang out* 
. Three excuses are usually made for this 
base sin of lying. 
Some ^lead the examples of others* 
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Thejrsce it daily practised, and find some 
instances of good men failing in this way ; 
and therefore diink they roay safely ven- 
ture upon it. It must indeed be allowed, 
though it is a sad truth, that multitudes 
who evert call themselves by the honourable 
name of christianfy are guilty herein; but 
by the same plea treason against the king 
would become allowable, if the number of 
rebels was great ; aiid the more contempt is. 
cast upon God and his government, so much 
the greater sanction men would have for 
rebellion against htm ; and every addition 
to the number of iniquities, would lessen 
our obligations to obedience. Who is 
there that sees not the fallacy of such a 
plea? Can you thinlt that the nuYnber of 
guilty worms of the earth, will, be any 
screen from the Tesentments of Gob's in- 
finite power and justice ? or that he will 
forbear to vindicate thehonour of his laws, 
because transgressors are multiplied ; when 
this irf the very reason that makes ven» 
geance necessary to; be inflicted f Try 
whether it will reconcile you to the an* 
guish, and minister consolation amidst 
the flames of hell, that multitudes of the 
'^ wicked, and the nations of those that 
forget God, Psal. ix* 17* shall be tum^ 
into it,^ before you plead numbers a^ a 
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prq^ciwthvi for iiu^uity* ^sVth^fsia* 
ings. otgood men this w^y* they should bp 
su^cts oi caution ta u&, smd not oC imita^ 
tioo; they shew us the frailty ofhumaa 
Hjiature^ and the * necessity of constant 
ipratchfulness over ourselves ; and let it be 
oba^erved, that in the several scripture e3(- 
amples of falsehood* it was usually pro* 
duced by fear^ and i^ever cfontriyed fo|: 
gmny :)^s in the cases of Abrahawh X>avid, 
-JPeier^ &*c« An4 yet po doubt^ even for 
th^se their souU ^er^ deeply hiuiibleid* 
But what are these unusual cases to ya% 
who make vicomman practice of this yicei 
Do you think the omni^ient God knoinrs 
tiot how %o discern the disavowed, unre* 
plated vreakness of an upfight Uea|rt, from 
the perverse and wiUul di^qbedience of a 
vicious n^nd i Wh^n you are thus encou^i 
laging y<>ursf:lves. herein by scripture est;* 
amples, omit npt the cases of Ananias and 
Siaphir^^ who both ended th;eir \ives with a 
//>, Acti y» 

Another excuse is^ fhe smalbiess of the 
sin. tyingt say t^ey, is not swearing, nor 
JsiMu^ nor steiJing ; th^re can J^e no, great 
barm in i>, for we do. no great hurt in/ it ; 
t^ which it may be replied^ 4khat d^e sin 
cannot be fi^/e, which renders men motst 
unlike t<> |he God 9f ^tb^ and mqst like 
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Che devily the fathtr 6f ties: that Sifeoms 
die authority of heaveii, and disturbs the 
(i^ace i!)f society, and which the ^;ood Gob 
4^es^t to punish With such bijtter destnlt- 
lioti. But if Itfirig were indeed so nmM 
a crime as inen Would persuade diemselVes 
it is, how many little ^ents can you con« 
tfeftitedly bear in your garments? or how 
lisany little nidtes in ^6ur eye? or litde 
fticisions in ydifr flesh? And is cvei^ lit- 
tle injuiy ifonhy your ^dtchfulness and 
cftrer but th6de which concern the honour 
6f Gob, and the re<dtude and happiness 
of ybur 6wn souls I ikt only things that 
^liieric ah^ great concerti. But the mall^ 
fic^s of the sin'ydu^lead as an excuse, is 
i^ially ah aggravation of repeated crimes ; 
if you think it ^66 iiiutih to part with little 
sihs in 6bedience to the blessed GoB ; hdW 
eon it be supposed yta^x are willing to part 
with greater i Sui^ly, he that wiU not dei» 
hy a lust to please bis God and Saviour, 
will never lay doWn his life or part with 
hits posseiBsi<ihsfi^him,whi^n that becomes 
his duty. The habitual indulgence of little 
sins, are i^red^'gtd^dttdiiizxi the coimnis* 
sion of greater, thirough the hurries aid 
sUfptise of temptation ; because they evi^ 
Aence lei^ 4ove tO'GOb, '^aind less concern 
tb please hlm% 
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Others would excuse themselves, hf 
sayings necessity compels them to it, ther« 
is no trading without lying, customers are 
so humorsome^ that they make deceit^^and 
falsehood necessary. A sad case indeed 
if true 1 That the lawful callings of life, 
cannot be exercised with truth, and a good 
conscience ; and that the righte6us Gover- 
nor of the universe has placed men in such 
situations of life, as make afironts to his 
Majesty, and violations of their Own con- 
sciences, necessary to their subsistence! 
We may then with jg^eat propriety write 
upon eveiy Tradesman's, door, as in times 
of pestilence ; The Lord have mercy upon 
them; and confine honour and integrity, 
religipn and salvation, to the nobility and 
gently* But who can look on such a re- 
presentation of things, without discerning 
the fallacy of it, and being confounded at 
the base refections that are thereby ca^t oa 
the God of truth and goodness ! Canst 
thou indeed lift up thy face to heaven, and 
say, Lcifd Gop of heaven and earth, thou 
knowestythatfrom a sincere concern to please 
Thee^ and with a steady trust in thy good 
providence^ I have long confined myself to a 
strict regard to truth in aU my words and 
dealings ; and I appeal to Thee^ that I did 
not forsake the rules of truths until I found 
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poverty and ruin coming upon me^ which I 
could not in any other way prevents Canst 
thou who pleadest necebsity for lying, in 
thy conscience say^ that this has beoa thy 
practice, and is now thy experience ? If 
not, be ashamed ever to make such a plea 
more, until thou hast a. better foundation fo^ 
it. But this excuse appears still more yain^ 
£rpm the strict regard that is paid to truth 
and vetacity by. persons in ypur own call* 
ings^ or at least in callings equally exposed 
to temptations of this kind ; of which ban* 
dreds may be found, who yet gain suffici- 
ently by them. I have been the larger up^ 
on this, because the same answers will 
serve to confute i^ost of those vain pleas 
which men make to silence the conviction 
of their own minds, and encourage ihem-. 
selves in vice and immorality* 

We proceed to consider . wAem/i truth 
is to be exercised. It is not to be strain- 
ed so far as to oblige the Tradesman 
always to declare the whole of what he. 
knows : neither' the price that his gjpods 
cost him ; nor where or how he is furnish* 
ed with them ; nor where his .customers. 
qiay be served cheaper ; or any of the laxv* 
ful secrets.oi his business, which might 
tend to his prejudice ? For though we may 
not lit upon the watch to deceive and ovcr- 
L 
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reach others, ve may stund upon our 
guard, and not betray or injure ourselves*. 
But, 

1st. This truth obliges to the perform^^ 
ance of all lawful contracts and promises.. 
Prudence will direct you to be cautiouS' 
what promises you make, and what engage* 
ments you enter into, that they are equit- 
able and convenient, as well as lawful s^ndl 
possible. But when your word is pasty 
liiough they may be difficulty and prejiutt'* 
cial to perform ; and none may be wiN 
nesses to your promises and comractHifyeir 
God and conscience require you to make 
them good, unless the party concerned is 
willing to release you. ♦For these are the 
bonds of human society, which being dis^ 
solved, men can neither securely trust or 
trade with each other. The righteous man 
' liiough *' he sweareth to. his own hurt, 
changeth not." Psal. xv. Who, indeed, 
can proceed with comfort or safety in bi»» 
stness, that depends ufqn faithless men^ 
who ^either regard what they .say nor what 
they promise?' And it mist be added 
here, that a promise or contract made by 
a servant who>n you are used to trust, is 
equally binding as if made by yourself; 
for if you would adhere to his contract 
if it was advantageous, yon ougfat not to 
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recede from it, though it be prejudiciaL 
Indeed if you are imposed upon in the ^u&- 
^ance of the thing agreed for, as coppor 
lace for gold, or the like, the contract is 
Void in itself; for there was no- consent, 
which is necessary in a bargain ; the ven- 
der sold one things aiid the buyer^purchas« 
c^ or agreed for another. 

This truth likewise requires, workmen 
and others, to perform their engagements 
in the time and mannqr they h^ve premised^ 
which is what top many pay little reg^d 
unto. The common excuse is, something 
came in to hinder, other work in more 
baste^ or of more profit, or the like : J an* 
swcr, your promises then should be condi'^ 
tionalj and such as the employeV will ad«^ 
mit of, or else you may wrong him to pro- 
fit yourselves, and please others j and in 
cases of unavoidable necessity, apply your 
self to the person, and endeavour to satisfy ^ 
him, if you would preserve, a good con- 
science, and a fair character : and be cau- 
tious in all cases of making hasty pro- 
mises. , ' 

Again, they deviate from truth and jus- 
tice, who agree for a comiliiodity, but the 
price falling, or some other contingence 
happening, never come for it, or refuse to * 
have it. And others, who promis* to pay 
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their bills or debts on such a day, but when 
the time comes, there is no money, nor 
perhaps any message to ask longer time. 
These omissions, thou;^h only made 
through negligence, or such like causes, 
are nevertheless verj' culpable ; as society 
. is thereby disordered, and conscience vie- 
l^ted. 

2. The business of concealing material 
faults in any commodity has been consi- . 
deredunderthehead of justice; but if ydu 
have any other cause to kttowthatthe bar- 
gain will turn considerably to the disad- 
vantage df your customer, and the forbear- 
ing of it will liot be an equal prejudice to 
you ; the royal law of love and equity, 
obliges you to give him warning of iti By 
the same rule, you oiight not to pay coin 
that is defective in goodness or value, biit 
plainly tell them your suspicion of it; for 
otherwise you deceive them in deeds, if not 
in words : and you will find it an unsound 
conclusion at last, that you have a right to 
impose upon others, because others have 
imposed upon you. 

3d. Truth is to be bhcwn hy forbearing 
all unjust commendations of your goods ; 
either as to quality or price. If you do 
this ignorantly it is culpable, .because you 
ought to hesitate, about that which you are 
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tHQcettaia of: but if you know they do hot 
deserve commendation, or at least, so 
much as you bestow up6n them ; it is a 
maiiifest breach oi truths and justice. For 
instance, to pretend that a commodity i$ of 
one kind or country^ when it is of another. 
*rhat it is faultless^ when the faults are 
only covered. That it was made Hjy such 
an ^^feewec^ workman, and cost such a 
pricey when it is neither one, ncjr the 
other. ^ That it is new^ or the newest 
fashioned^ when it is manifestly old. Or 
that you have refused so muth money for it, 
• when you know it was never offered to you. 
'7'hese and such like fakehoods^ which 
Tradesmen often indulge themselves in, 
inust certainly prcOceed from an hardened 
fiicart, and a seared conscience. It is in- 
4:redible that men who profess to believe 
w omniscient God, znA 9, future judgment 
of final retribution, should dare from day 
to day, to tell an hundred lies, to gain as 
]aiai)y pence ; and damn their souls, to ob- 
tain that which they would not refuse to 
expend the next moment upon their dogs. 
1 beseech thee, friend, pretend no more to 
religion or conscience ; especially, dis- 
honour npt the christian name by falsely 
assuming that to thyself, but own thyself 
to be whiyt jndeed thou art, din atheist or an 
t 2 
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injidel; or else reform ^thy practice, and 
resolve, by the help of God, that if trxtth 
will not maintain yoyx ^fakehoodn^v^t shalL 
For " the getting treasures by a lying 
tongue, is a vanity tossed to and fro only 
of them that seek death." Prov. xxi. 9. 

4th. This truth also forbids all Uhjust 
disparagement of persons and things. It 
is too common for the buyer to say, ft is 
naughty it is naughty who when he goeth 
his way rejoiceth. But the gain that is got 
by such artifices, is far from balancing the ^ 
guilt ^hat is contracted thereby ; and their 
tongues give the lie to their consciences/ 
Forge not therefore causeless exceptions f 
things that are manifestly good or cheap, 
allow them so to be ; otherwise you dispar- 
age your own judgments or sincerity, more 
than the goods which you discommend. 
Things that are evidently faulty or dear, 
may be plainly, yet modestly, complained 
of. And those that are doubtful, should 
only be spoken doubtfully of. And let the 
same caution and tenderness be extended 
to your fellow Tradesmen ; discommend 
not his character or goods without cause, 
from any selfish or malicious view*. Re* 
member that your tongues are not your 
own, to enhance or depress what you 
please ; but tliat you aye as accountable to 
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God for your wordsy Matt. xii. 56* as for 
your actions : and the less sins of this na« 
ture fall under th^ notice of human laws, 
so much the more obnoxious they are to 
the infinite justice of God, 
' 5th. Truth excludes all equivocations and 
disguises in our dealings with olhers. The 
design of speech^ is to signify our minds to 
each other ; but when it is clouded with 
ambiguities y and mental reservations ^ with 
H design to deceive, the end is frustrated, 
oiir neighbour is imposed upon, and oi^r 
words are no better than /?^mf^rf7?>^. Your 
expressions are, perhaps, in one sense true, 
but false in another, in which you believe 
the persbn you speak to will take them, 
and in which.you design that he should tfor 
you «ipcak out so much as may deceive 
others, and reserve so much in your owii 
mind; as' added to the rest, Vrould cotitra- 
di-ct what you offer as truth. But as the 
thief disguisedj is as hateful and dangerous, 
as he that is open ; so all such sophistical 
dealing, is as contrary to truth and integ- * 
xiXy^ZA plainer falsehoods, and should be 
as much detested. It is true, we are not 
always obliged to tell atl we know, and 
some disguises may be allowed, when an 
impertinent curiosity, or a designing craft, 
i^ould extort from us truths which we are 
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oot bound to discover ; but the t^>right 
Tradesman^ as he should be a wise man, 
so he will usually be a plain one ; ai^d spe^k 
as he thinks, and act as he speaks. For 
it has too strong a tincture of knavery, 
when our speech, XC^^ ApoWs oracles, 
nray be u^itlerstood in a fair, or a fatdi 
sense. None are pleased with such dev 
ceitful dealing to themselves, and none 
should practise it with others. 

6th. This veracity will restrain a mxdtu 
pticity of words in our trading or converse. 
These the sacred scriplpre everywhere 
condetnnsi it censures it 9,% folly; "A 
fool's voice is known by the multitude of 
words." Eccles. v. 3. " Seest thou a- 
inan hasty in his words, there h more hope 
of a fool than of him." Prov. xxix. 20l 
It condemns it ^s Sin; ^^ In the multitude 
of words, there wanteth not sin.'* Ppov. au 
19. An yet what a food ofxvords are pour- 
ed out about the smallest traffic? The sel- 
ler commonly a«keth unreasonably .high, 
while the buyer as commc^ily offers unirea- 
sonably low ; and a long controversy there 
18 before they come together : the one af. 
firming, he will give no more^ and the other 
a?^positively saying, he will take nd , few ; 
and both receding from their words before 
they have done. Though it is confessed, 
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that every alteration of mind is not a be^ 
mid men may see cause in buying and sel- 
ling so to do ; yet when tiiese positive de« 
darations ar^ made, without the design of 
adhering to them, which I believe is usu- 
sflly the case, I cannot see how the minds 
of mencan acquit ^em from the charge of 
falsehood. Sure I am^ if covetoumeas did 
not bias men on one side, and injustice on 
the other, business might be dispatched in 
two words, as Well as two hundred. Let 
the Tradesman therefore be persuaded to 
content himself wHh a reasonable profit ; 
in small things to fix his price at once^ and / 
In greater to come as near to the tnark as 
may be ; if he would transact his business 
with ease and pleasure, establish a good 
reputation, and secure a good conscience* 
A liule resolution and practice, will make 
this method easy ; it has been practised bj^ 
many with good success ; and I am satis- 
fied, that none who ever used themselves 
to this way, from a principle of intep;rity 
and justice, had ever cause to repent it. 

rth.*- Truth certainly obliges men to be 
cautiotcs in making-^ and careful in keeping 
oaths and covenants. Perjury, comm#i a^ 
it is, is almost as great ^ crime ^s men are 
capable of committing : It is a defiance of 
the God of heaven, to whom the appeal is 
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msAt ; it procla^ims the person who caabe 
guUty>of It, destitute of the fear of Gob, 
<fir regard to men; md is utterly detractive 
to all human society* For what bonds qah 
hold ths^t mao that mtSred oaths w|U not I 
Xhere csinnot possibly be ^y security m 
civil ordeJ" or government, where these 
»r^ broken through, .and violated. It is no 
breach of charity to suppose that person 
capable of ail imagi)^ary evil^ who can al- 
loMT himself to be guilty of perjury and 
perfdioiLsness. And as it is expeeding 
evil in, its nature, it is.no less so in its con* 

' sequences, bringing^ down thtjudgments of 
poD oh nations, 2 Sam. apd* 1, 3* Jer. 
xxiii. 10, families, 2ech. y. 3,4, and per- 
sons* Eze. xvii. 15, 20. And b^ing the 
seed of self tormenting desperation to 

* those who commit it. Even the heathens 
thought that man and his family destined to 
destruction^ that w;as guilty of it. And yet, 
how does this nation groan un^er the 
weight of this evil ? What numberless per* 
juries ^re continually committed, to the 
horror and amazement of all considerate 
minds ? Arising; no doubt, in some degree*, 
fro|p the number of unnecessary, impossi- 
ble oaths, which are forced upon men, on 
various occasi<fhs. An evil, which it were 
to Be wished the legislature would attend 
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to, as none else can provide a remedy 
fprit. 

Upon the whole, haw olmird^inAfooliall 
a part do they act, who eacpose themselves 
to the just resentment ot heaven, violate 
d&eir owti consciences, and prostitute their 
reputations, by deceit zsxA falsehood^ to gain 
that which might more effectually -be ^e« 
curad by truth and integrity I And which 
when it is obtained by such means, can af- 
ford no true satisfaction! The Goo of 
•truth can never bestow his blessing upon 
it ; that were to give a sanction to the re« 
bellion of his creatures against himself, 
and to smile on what his soul abhors ; and 
what real comfort or good can men expect 
from their acquisitions without this f Does 
wealth when gdtten render men indepen- 
dent on God, and raise them above the 
strokes of his just providence ? Cannot he 
send sickness and losses, blast their de- 
signs, and frustrate all their schemes for 
Wealth and happiness ; and " cause them 
to labour in the very fire, and iv^eary them- 
selves fpr very vanity?'^ Hab«ii*13» And 
after they have spent a life of sorrow and 
disappointment here, banish them into hell. 
Or if he should, in just judgment, peAnit a 
lying tongue to be successful; can the 
wealth gained thereby bp considered in any 
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other light, than as a dead weight to sink 
them the deeper into perdition ? Where is 
men's wisdom or sagacity I Where is their 
love to themselves, in pursuing a course at- 
tended with such evil consequences? If 
you value therefore yojur external ct^di^j 
if you value your fn^ernc/ comfort, or your 
eternal happiness ; banish from you lying 
lips. Let truth and integrity rule in your 
shops ; let them rule in your he^s ; and 
be your constant attendants in every busi- 
ness and company. Recommend them to 
your children, and charge them upon your 
servants ; fqr if you permit them to lie for 
your advantage, they will not scruple to do 
it to your prejudice. And wherever you 
have been defective in regard to truth, shew 
the sincerity of your concern for it by sin- 
cere repentance and universal reformation. 
To which end, 

1. Subdue covetousneas* He that loveth 
monev better than God and conscience^ 
will lor money displease God and con- 
science, by this or ariy other sin. Covet* 
Qusness is .the root of falsehood, and many 
other vices. 2. l.earh to trust God and 
his providence^ in the way of duty. This 
will set you above every mean and unwor- 
,thy artifice j for he that believes and con- 
siders that he depends upon^ God for all 
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tkiHg^ will easily percehre that die prac*" 
tice of 'Virtue, and not of TiGe, is l}ie means 
to be blessisd by him* 3, Preserve ixpstik 
yourtninds acontiimal apprehension of the 
exce^ng baseness and evilo/4yinf* Men 
wotdd not so readily cooimit aists of -any 
kitid, if their conscience were not stupid 
and insensible of the evil natare of diem^ 
4» 3Let the ^reffir;ic^ of Ooo be a curb to 
you, whenever youam tempted to thb siiu 
Surely none can dare to tell a deliberate 
tintruthi who seriously considers himself 
in -the continual presence of the Goo of 
truth. How can those lift up their facei^ 
with comfort to Hiih in prayer atnighti 
who have thus aiFronted His truth and om* 
niscience in the day. 5. Especially, seek 
to God for his renett^ng and sanctifying 
graQe^ and labour to attain an holy frame 
of mind. It is a vain attempt to purify 
the streams of vice, while the fountain of 
iniquity, a corrupt nature, remains in all 
its vigour. But when that js cleansed by 
the precious blood of Jesus Christy and 
sanctified by the Spirit of Go» ; then only 
will the issues from it be pure and accept«> 
able. '* Arenewed conscience, is the great 
preservative from all evil;'* 

Thus { haVe set before you, the nature 
and neoessity of venerable truths and 
M 



134 Of Truth. 

endeavoured to excite vou to the pratice of 
it; what impression it has made upon pur 
hearts, God only know^s ; bfut thjs I must 
say, t;hat if these arguments prevail not 
with you^ God has one which will do so 
effectually, for he hath said, *<that the 
mouth; of them that speak lies, shall be 
stopped." Psal. xliu. !!• 

"Ye shall not steal,, neither deal^&Wy, 
iieither lie one to another* Leo* xix. 11*" 
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OF CONTENTMENT. 

tX>NTENTMENTy as it relates to 
this subject, is a cheerful satisfaction in the 
place and calling wherein Gop hath set us* 
As there is ^ natural stupidity in some 
persans ; so there is a stoiccu pride in others, 
who would endeavour to appear indifferent 
in eveiy state and circumstance of life, 
from an obstinate and self sufficient te|n- 
per of mind : but christian contentment is a 
mor^ noble thing, arising from a becoming 
Sense of God's dominion over us, as our 
Lord and owner, who may therefore do 
ds he pleases with his own ; and an hum- 
ble trust in him as our Father and friend, 
whose wisdom and goodness directs every 
part of his dispensations towards us, the 
low aiBicted situations of life, as well as 
the more pleasurable and prosperous ones ; 
'and these persuasions, by divine grace, 
enable us ^^to learn in whatsoever state 



136 Of CdntentmenU 

we arc; therewith to be cpntent." BiK;, 
alas, where is this amiable virtue to be 
fouiid? Men are usually wn^ari^^erf with 
their present condition, longing after some ' 
change or alteration^ which when thev 
* have attained, they are ^ fat from happi- 
ness as they were before.* The child or 
servant, weary of restraint, longs ifor the 
li|)erty of the parent or master. The pa- 
rent or master, weary of his cares aiid 
troubles, wishes. for retirement and ease* 
The unmarried are not cc»v(ented with 
their condition ; and the m^^ried often less 
with theirs. , The poof envy the iien:Qr of 
the rich ; and the rich admire the quiet and 
health of the poor. Nor is the Tradesnijan 
frf e' from this restless distemper j often 
preferring, not only the gown orthe sword, 
but this or the other tradje before his own ; 
and indeed, ever since our father Ada»i 
grew dissatisfied with the'^delights of pa- 
radise, all his posterity are in^cted with . 
the same unhappy disease, until the grace 

* do? very wishes give ns not our trishy 
How distant, oft the thing we dbat on most* 
From that for which we doat. Felicity 
Loose then from earth, the grasp of fond desire/* 
Wei^ anohor ; fuid some hi^ier clime explore. 

Nigh$ Thoiffkn^ 
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of God renews theif natures, limits their 
desires, and shews them a more durable, 
^ and substantial goody than the pleasures of 
time, or the acqmsi'tions of honour or 
wealth can bestow, even the favour and en- 
joyment of his great and blessed self* 

Let us consider some instances wherein 
the Tradesman is called to thp exercise of 
this virtue of contentment. And, 

1st. In cheerfully undergoing rAe incon- 
veniendes and difficulties of his calling. ^ 
There are some inconvenieneies ijn a trad- 
ing life in general ; and indeed qo condi- 
tion in life is free from them. One is, 
that the Tradesman is subject to a depen- 
dance upct} mdny persons* If it is a me- 
chanic business, it usually depends on 
many masters ; if it consists in commerce, 
on many workmen^ vcad, m^cay custamers ; 
some fantasticsd, some penurious or impe- 
rious, others inconstant or idle: which are 
real exercises of patience to those employ- 
ed in trade. Anodier inconvenience me 
Tradesman often meets with, is bad ser- 
vants. These are idle, careless, unfaithful 
or vicious. No sooner is his back turned, 
but his business is neglected, his customers 
slighted, or his goods embezzled, and he 
loses more at home, than with all his carr 
' M2 . 
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he can get abroad* And then, the Trade^r 
man's busineas usiially lies anfonfl; qU sortfi 
of men, from whom he meets with disap- 
pointment and falsehood in some, treacn- 
eiy and fraud in others. Besides diese, 
there are particular inconveniencies that 
xelate to several employments ; some of 
which require hard liabour { others copU- 
nuadcare ; sometimes being overdone with 
business, at other times haying nothing to 
do. ^I^hese things meeting with a discoU' 
tenfed spirit, make \t inwanUy to broil, or 
putwarcuy to flame : and the man cries out, 
-who would lead such a life ? Never was 
man thus perplexed ; this vexation is never 
to be endured \ no infin was ever such a 
slave ^ an4 the like* And seeing he can- 
not preform others, he torments himself, 
and can take no rest, ai^d expatiated l^g^V 
fn the iniserie^ of a trade* ' 

But who art thou, O iqan, that thou 
ahoi:^lde5jt think tp be exempted from the 
common lot of mankind ? Canst thqu expect 
that a new laor/t/ should be created to give 
^ee satbfaction? Or that the tempers and 
manners of men should be.chsinged, from 
what they gttways were ? Why should we 
think to fi»d men without infirmities^ who 
are conscious of so many in ourselves f Or 
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hope to ride through the storms of life, 
without being tossed by • its^wave^^? Does 
it not better become us to possess our soicls 
in patience y^nA resolve, that as we cannot 
make others better, we will be watchful 
that they do not make us worse, and in- 
crefise the unavoidable difficulties of life, 
by fretfulness and impatience ; to consider 
ourselves, as placed by diykie providence, 
on this theatre of action, to exercise our 
wisdom, patience and humility, in order to 
prepare us for a better state,, and make the 
enjoyment of it more delightful to us. 

2. Let contentment be shew;i in a thank* 
fvl acknowledgment of the several advan- 
tages of your callings : for God hath set 
the one over against the other ^ to the end 
that man should find nothing after him ; 
that^is, no just cause to complain of his 
proceedings. The Tradesman's calling, is' 
usually more comfortable for the body^ 
than that of many others. You have, for 
the most part, less toil than the husband- 
man, and less danger than the seaman or 
the soldier ; aiul are not exposed to the in- 
clemencies of the weather, and ot^cr in- 
conyeniencies which many undet:go, to 
support yourselves and families. You are 
selaom kept from sleep by the aches of 
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. your bones inr daily labour ; nor will you 
be content with the fare and apparet of die 
poor labourer. You know best how it is 
within J but one may easily , perceive by 
your outward appearance, that you have 
every way the advantage ; and therefore 
shoidd be contented and thankful. And 
then, your calling is raot^ friendly to the 
mind* You have usually a more liberal 
education, than labouring persons ; and are 
fixed early in life in families, and among 
persons where you have opportunities to 
cultivate and ilnprove your tlnderstand- 
ings. In many trades there is time and 
leisure, wherein by reading and conversa- 
tion, you may gain that wisdom and know- 
ledge, which may adorn your minds, and 
capacitate you for more extensive useful- 
ness^ pleasure and happiness. You have 
generally greater advantages for your eter- 
nal interest than others. You are often 
placed where the word of GoD is preach- 
ed ; the sacred scripture,. and other books 
of instruction put into your hands; the 
examples of religion and virtue before your 
eyes ; and every help afforded you that 
can b€ desired, for the making you wiser 
and better. Whereas the situations of 
many others are very distant irova th^ 
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means of knowledgie, and ^eity imfriendly 
to die aids of reli{^on> either as to hearing 
or converse. And, fot temporal advan" 
iagesy yours far exceed the common lot of 
multitudes. If GO0 is pleased to add his 
blessing to your diU«nce, you enjey Tnore 
x>f the copnforts of life, and are capable of 
making better provision for your families 
when you die and leave them. If others 
can procure plain food and clothing, and a 
place to idbver their heads; if they can 
teach their children to read and write, and 
then advance them to some of your ser^ 
vkesij it is the highest of their ambition* 
And lastly, the Tradesman has often great- 
er opportunities of doing good tfian many 
others; which is man's greatest honour 
and happiness, next to the beatific vision. 
You have the opportunity to educate and 
instruct those youths that are under your 
ch^ge ; and by counsel and example, to 
direct them in. the paths of religion and 
virtue ; whereby those principles and ha- 
bits may be' implanted m them, Tthroug^ 
the grace of God) which may malce them 
happy in future life, and blessings to all 
around them; In divers trades, mdoxypoor 
are employed; whose loins, by mercy and 
goodness, you may cause to bless you % 
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and, if GO0 prospers your undertakings, 
you are capalde of considerable service to 
; the great interests of religton^2caAi3[it good 
of the commumty xo which you relate. 
And it must be ss^id in honour to the trad-^ 
ing world, that most of the noUest chari- 
ties now existing, owe their foundations; 
or their continuance, to the benevolence 
of this useful and important part of man* 
kind. 

But then, the Tradesman should also 
consider with thankfidnees the advantages 
of his own particular calling ; for every 
tailing has advantage's, as well as inconve- 
niencies^peculiar to itself. If it be labori- 
rious, it is usually more free from caresy 
and less subject to losses: if it consists in 
commerce', or buying and setting only, you 
have commonly more time^ and kss toil: 
if it is hazardous, it is generally more gain* 
fill than others : in some callings, you be* - 
come acquainted with the beauties of na^ 
ture; in others, with the curiosities of'ar^ 
These, and the like advantages, should be 
observed by the Tradesman, and then he 
win conclude; " I am very happily situated, 
if I did but know it ; and instead of envy- 
ing the condition of others, or repining at 
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vay own, I only need a mote thankful spi- 
rit for the blessings I enioy." 

3d. Let contentment be exercised, by a 
cheerful patience under losses and disap- 
pomtments in trade. Here the Tradesman 
often finds employment for all his patience 
and virtue. Sometimes his losses are 
great, by the corruptible nature of the good^ 
he deals in : at oAer times, chapmen and 
correspondents /<filp or storms and tem- 
pests mak^;if^^<^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ in his sub- 
Stan^ f s^d it is not little that many suffer^ 
by the frequent changes d the fashions. 
These, and the like occurrences, fiU this 
discontented mind with uaeasines&^and con- 
fusion; the man falls out with his busi- 
*ness I condeinns all mankind, becauste 
some are dishonest; and, I fear, toot>ften 
frets at divine providence, if he is not 
\ ipeady to deny it, becanse it does not favour 
his designs; andjthus, he neither enjoys 
the comfort, nor gives to God the praise 
of what he possesses, because be has not 
all that be desired. 

But christian conf^fm^f, though it is 
hot insensible of losses, labours to digest 
them ; and if things are bad, will ndt 
make them worte by despondency, or the 
neglect of proper duty. The good man 
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knows, thgt constaatiiappttiess is no wlieiie 
to be found but in Gol>, and the testimt^ny 
of a good conscienee ; and is sensible thatC 
afflictive providences, as well as prosperous 
ones, flow froin die lunsdom and go^dne^s 
,of his heavenly Fadier ; and that the more 
humble tad submissive he lies under hja 
' losses, the softer, they are likely to be 
made up to hinn* lliough be suffers by 

. the bi^pakingof odiersy yet he is diankftd 
to Gop that A^ himself is not ttlb^gnknipt i 
and is ready, if he nnds no treacheiy in 
the case, to compassionate those who lab- 
hour under that affliction. 

4th* Conten$ment i^ to be employed in 
watching against those vices which are cow 
trary to it. Among which are these, * 
1. Ambition; which is for aimine; at 
tfiings out of die Tradesman's sphere) 
nudcing him restless and uneasy in his pre* 
tent- condition, because his mind is too 
High for his calling, or his success un« 
equal to 'his desires i and the shoe is nn* 
easy, because the foot is swelled. Tins 

- distemper ruined wxrjirst parents, and has 
been or fatal consequence to many of their 
posterity. Many a Tradesman by a fool* 
ish ambition, has engaged' in enterprises 
which have deprived him of the comfort* 



OJ Contentment. 145 

able subsistence he tefore enjoyed. Per- 
sons, indeed, may allowsibly endeavour to 
raise themselves, as far as the sob^r im- 
provement of their time and capacities will 
admit of, but those desires and pursuits 
are certainly criminal, which render them 
discontefiteddsid unthaniful (or their present 
enjoyments, "w^hich ob9tructiiieloyt and du- 
ty they owe to God, and their neighbour j 
and have only the motives of pride and 
/ancify instead of the desires of benevo- 
lence and charity for dieir foundation. 

2. £nvy ; when men indulge ati envious 
disposition at the prosperity of others. 
There is one, says discontent^ less deserv- 
ing than I, in more 'credit; another less 
diligent, but more successful: there are 
Others, who live without care or pains, 
and yet riches flow in upon them, and they 
have all that heart ' can wish. Sure 
the world is very unequally divided, that 
we must have labour and disappointment, 
and they wealth and ease. See, say^ envy^ 
what a fin^ house, what rich furniture^ 
what a flowing trade, and the like, such 
and such enjoy; And what is all this to 
thee ? " Is thine eye evil, because God is 
good ?" A little more modesty would 
teach you, that the Governor of the uni- 
N 
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verse ^ knows best where, to bestow his 
gifts. Alas ! he sees that thy neighbour's 
high estate, and thy high spirit; would un- 
do thee. He knows what is fittest both 
for him and tlice, and therefore be content 
to be at IJis disposal. The necessaries of 
this, and hopes of a better life^ is happiness 
enough for you, if you are interested in 
the favour of the God of heaven ; but it 
is too much, if you are disobedient sub- 
jects to God ; while therefore you haye 
more than you deserve^ repine not at what 
others possess • But as to those you envy^ 
you know not the burdens they feel ; you 
see their seeming happiness, but not their 
real xnisery ; and are little sensible of the 
cares^ and fears, and sorrows, which are 
the attendants upon a splendid state ; as 
well as the powerful temptations to pride, 
sensuality, and forgetfulness of <jod, 
whidi their prosperous condition exposes 
them to. So that they are rather the ob- 
jects of your compassion, than of yQur 
emulation. '* Be not, therefore^ distur,bed 
ivhen one is made rich, when the glory of 
his house is increased." Psal. xlix. 16. 
For he that rejoiceth at the prosperity of 
others, makes it his own ; but he that en- 
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vies it, deprives himself of the comfort of 
what he possesses. 

Z. Covetottsness is another vice j repug- 
nant to contentment. By covetousness, I 
mean an insatiable desire of riches) when 
men will be rich, or else think they cannot 
be happy. This restless desire, when it is 
indulged in the Tradesman's heart, per- 
petually tormetats him ; and he-can enjoy 
no satisfaction in what he hath^ through 
his cag;er desire after 'ihore. This causes' 
him to frfet^t every little loss, and fills him 
iyith anguish at every disappointment ; he 
denies himself conveniencies, cuts short 
his family of necessai^ies, neglects the poor, 
and destroys his soul, to get money ; apd 
his desires of wealth are like the thirst of 
a fever, the more he drinks^ the more he 
longs. But how unbecoming is this of^a 
reasonable creature ? Riches neither make 
men more wise, happy, or good ; rfhd are 
no further desirable, than they are pro- 
cured with a good conscience, and employ- 
ed to good purposes. And is benificence 
and charity, the real end of your desires 
after them ? Judge of your sincerity here-^ 
in, by the use you make of your present 
acquisitions ; for he that is unfaithful in a 
Httle^ will be unfaithful also in muchy and 
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no man can be a good steward of rnmiy 
talents, who does not wisely employ a few* 
If you dare not trust God in a charitable' 
and pious use of what you possess, the 
priAt and pleasures of life, or the increas* 
ing love of money, will render you as fruit- 
less of good works in larger acquisitions 
of wealth. I know men aim at satisfaction^ 
but this i%.not to be obtained by enlarging 
their estates, but by contracting their de*' 
sires; for *^ he that loveth silver shall not 
be satisfied with silver, nor he that loveth 
abundance with increase." ^ Eccles. v. 10. 
And the word of truth, as well as constant 
experience, assure us, that, ^* the happi- 
ness of man's life, does not consist in the 
abundance which he possesses." Luke 
xii. J5. Therefore, " if riches increase, 
set not your heart upon them ;'* or if they 
deprease, break not your heart for them i 
but rather imitate the exaitple of the good 
man, who said, ^^ I take G ot) to witness 
to my conscience, I desire of Goo, to mv^ 
self, no more in this world, than that wittw 
out which I cannot keep 'His laws.*' 

4. Despondency and dejection ofmindy is 
another evil contrary to contentment. This 
commonly seizes the Tradesman when *«- 
siness is dead. He furnishes his shop with 
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^poods, biit finds few custoimrfh He 9efek». 
aod waits ior trade, but littk corner* 
ethers with pains, and post prepare th«ir 
work> but kftow not where or hoji^to dis- 
pose of it* ,, Debts are contracted^ but liit- 
Ue comes in to discharge them ; the ne- 
cessary expenses gf their houses and fami- 
lies, are constant and unavoidable ; ^ad 
sometimes his future prospects are more 
formidable than his prese9\t discourage- 
ments; ;aQ4 h^ s^es not that either care or 
iiadastry: can relieve iiim* I'bese things 
"sink the Tr^esman's spirits, amd he is 
ready to give up all hoptSy and put an end 
to all endeavours tp mend his condition. 
Amidst these fears and gloomy apprehen- 
siQn3, let the religious Tradesman reso-. 
lutely persevere in diligence, frugality, 
and every necessary self denial; let. him 
use every expedient which prudence may 
suggest, and conscieiM^e approve ; and*in 
this. coarse let him strengthen his mind by 
^ steady trust in the divine promises and 
providence; and assuredly believe, that 
all things are ordered by God in perfect 
wisdom and goodness; who -will never 
leave nor forsake those that fear and trust 
in Him ; and though he sometimes brings 
gopd men lovfyto humble and xo pr0V]sthem^ 
N2 ' 
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aad teach theni their dependeiiti^ ii{Km 
Him, yet'ft is always with a design of do* 
ifigthem gogd vBk the latter end.' Thfe 
fountaii)^ of being and happiness^ can easily 
make tip in' spiritual blessings, the absetlCfe 
of dny temporal good ; and in the most 
proper titne and way, supply your n^eeds, 
and exceed your desires. Rouse up there- 
fore yo»r fainting spirits, attend 6tiU upon 
your callings, ^nd ease your minds of anx- 
iety and care, by a confirnved trust in God. 
<' They that know thy name, will put their 
truftt in thee ; for thou j Lord, hast not for- 
saken them that seek the^. Psal. \%, 10. 
. <* Therefore^ take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
fior yet for your body, what ye shall put 
on. Behold the fowls of the air ; they sow 
not, neither do they reap% not gather into 
b&ms ; yet your heavenly Father fbedeth 
tliem. Are ye not much better thaa tKcyS^' 
&G. Matt. vi. 25 — 34. 

'5. -Lastly, Invadrng others callings is 
oofttrtlry to this cantentmeM, Diligence 
^nd-contentnient are no enemies to each 
other ; but when persons endeavour to 
' g***^ at' all the business in their own call- 
ings, or to invade those of others, merely 
to increase their riches 5 it is too phin an 
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indication of a Gotre^cms disposition. In 
some cases, indeed, it may be allowable 
for one perfion to eogage in two or three 
callings ; but then ^ju&t neceiaity^ and not 
an aVaricioua desire of wealth, must oblige 
you to it* In soine cases and situations, 
one trade not being sufficient for a com- 
fortable subsistence. Then, they must not 
be inconsistent with ieach other.' ' If the 
- one himkr die other, or both together dis- 
turb and t^inder yoti from other indiapdn- , 
sabl^ duties to Gob or man, they are Jo be 
esteemed and avoided as snares. And 
f;jrther, you may not follow them to the 
prejudice of the common good. For we are 
not so to love ourselves, as to exclude all 
regard to others* Other families may be 
supported by the trade which you can live 
well enough without; and the wise and 
good God, who is the common parent of 
mankind, will be far from approving such 
selfish and uncharitable enterprises. In ' 
like manner also, you should beware of in- 
vading cmi/ thing elscy that is proper .to 
your neighbour. If his house or shop be 
ever so convenient or advantageous to you, 
you should neither desire nor endeavour 
to procure them to yourself, to his preju- 
dice \ nor use any method in order thereto, 
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which yoa would think unreasonable if the 
case was your own ; but govern yourself 
by equity 2a\d. charity y in every part of your 
conduct toward others. 

5th. A steadtf continuance in our eallingSy 
under the several disadvantages of them, 
is another branch of the Tradesman's con^ 
tentment. There are many who when they 
meet with some cbnsiderable check in their 
business, or when indolence prevails upon 
them, are in haste to leave their callings, 
and engage in some other ; and there are 
others, who are prompted to it by an un- 
stable disposition of mind, which nev^ 
suffers them to be at rest in any situation 
of life. But though we may form pleasing 
chimeras of the advantages attending othier 
employments than our own j yet it will 
usually be found, that if the calling where- 
in we have been educated^ and with which 
we tstre best acquainted^ will not answer our 
desires ; we are not likely to meet with 
better success in those employments, to the 
nature and difficulties of which we are 
strangers. And therefore, persons should 
be very cautious hotv they undertake a 
change of this kind ; and see that they have 
a proper knowledge of the. nature of their 
nevf employment, and suitably abilities for 
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condttcting it^ ai^ ;iifeH as a reasonable pro8« 
peet of advantage friom it. Ad t6 each of 
which, it will be proper to take the opiaioii 
of wise and experienced friends* 

The inconveniencies arising from the 
' change oi^trade^ often attend the change of 
place or sihuttion for carrying it on ; a de- 
sire of whtcb, many times proceeds from 
the like unsteady, diseontented temper 
v^ith it to the former^ but especially to this 
latter ctrciitnst^ce that observation of the 
wisest man may be applied ; ^* as the bird 
that wandereth from h^r n^st, so is the 
man that wandereth from his place f^* 
Frov. xxvti* 8. And persons oiRenben^Sf 
' character generally meet with his fate s 
" Unstable as Water, he ^all tfot CKcel*'^ 
Gch. xlix. 4# 

Permit me to ^enfarce the necessity 2lxx%. 
propriety of this amiable and happy dispo- 
sition of eonteniptent^ bv observing that, 

1st. The command of Goo obligep us to 
it* *^ Let yout conversation be without 
covetousness, and be content with such 
things as ye have ; foi^ he hath said, I will 
never leave nor forsake you." Heb. xiii. 5. 
Than which, no precept can be more piain^ 
nor apy reasqn more poyferfuL Observe, 
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he says, ** be content with such thirigs as 
ye have;^'^ it is not y^at others have, that 
is to be your standard ; their steps jnay be 
attended with more prosperity, and they 
may be better fitted to bear it. Nor are 
they such things as ye hcpoe fcar^, that are to 
produce this contented disposition; you 
may have lived higher, and fared better, 
^hen younger in life ; before the fire con-^ 
sumed your substance, or marriage mul- 
tiplied yoUf family, and the like; but be 
content with such things as ye now have* 
Nor is a satisfied mind to be suspended 
until you acquire such things as you wotdd 
^have; say not, had I more trade, less fa* 
mily expenses, a better house, or fewer 
losses, &Pc. I should be content; f6r 
there is no virtue in being pleased when 
every thing is to out minds ; but be easy, 
cheerful, and thankful in your />r^*^nt con- 
dition; and consider yourself as placed 
therein by divine providence ; who may 
have services for you to do, and blessings 
for you to receive in that situation, which 
you know not of. It is God that ** chuses 
our inheritance for us.'^ Psal. xlvii. 4. 
Arid when-he had chosen it shall we enter 
our dissent, question his goodness, or cen- 
sure his wisdom ? ' 
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2d. Discontent contradicts the ^rot^iWifn- 
, tial will oj God, and . yowr own prayfirs ; 
and is evil in its causes and effects. The 
blessed God is the Lord of the universe, 
and the absolute disposer of all persons and 
things ; and we may be assured from the 
infinite rectitude, wisdom, and goodness 
of his nature, that none of his dispensa- 
tions can vary from these amiable perfec- 
tions, however they may contradict our 
foolish desires and expectations; and isjt 
reasonable to Expect diat he should alter 
the laws, of nature J and the designs of his 
providenccy to satisfy the weak^ short sijrht- 
ed wishes of every worm ? That which is 
hurtful to me, may be beneficial to many 
others ; the wind that dashes my sbijp 
against the rock, may, at the same time 
blow two othe^rs from off the sands, and 
what cause have I then* to murmur? Do 
we not confute our own prauers^ when we 
say, /' Father, thy will be done,'* and yet 
repine when he does his .will upon us Mt 
either shews our hypQcrisy, in praying for 
what We do not desire ; or our foUy, in 
contradicting our own requests. 

Silany. other evils attend a discontented 
mind, which should deter us from it. It is 
evil in its causes; as it proceeds from pride 
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he»t, eovy, covetouuieas, distrusted 
OD, and an uothankfui spirit for the blesi* 
igs we enjoy. It is evil in its ejfects; H 
ifits us for the duties and pleasures of a 
ligtous life. The discontented person is 
loUy indisposed for love and delight in 
ODy for praise and gratitude to faini, it 
forms and difturbs our own soiids $ like 
illocks unaccustomed to the yoke, we gall 
irselves the mpre by struggling against 
e burden^ and deprive ourselves of the 
le enjoyment of the blessings we poa* 
ss, by repining at the absence of those 
? desire ; and often make our <* troubles 
ager/' Numb. xiv. 2/, 33. by preventing 
ose blessings whidi an humble, patient 
sposition, would incline our heavenly 
ither to bestow upon us. 
3d. If you are christians in truth, you 
ive enough to shame all discontents You 
tve the ptsrfections of God ; the unsearch* 
»le riches of Christ : the influences of the 
>ly Spirit qf God : an interest in the pro* 
ises of the gospel : the divine image on 
mr own souls : the infallible assurHtnie of 
I needful good here ; and the hope and 
ospect of consummate blessedness in the 
e to come, to be your portion and happi* 
iss. And if these are not sufficisnt to 
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content you, I lnust say, that you shame- 
fully undervalue your high, privileges. 
" Bear thy condition quietly, inow that 
thouart a w'fln,'* says the heathen philoso- 
{)her; with much more propriety may I 
say, be contented with thy state, know that 
thou art a christian. Thou professest to 
live by faith^ do not aCt below reason, 

4th. There is no coridiiion of life^ how 
low and mean soever, biit in the faithful 
discharge of the duties of religion, God* 
may be honoured in it, and' by it. Your 
prudence and piety, your patience, dili-i 
ge»ce and integrity, may recommend reli- 
gion, not only to your equals, but to 
persons in superior stations of life; and 
those acts of liberality, however small in 
their kind, that proceed from a heart sp 
full of generous benevolence, animated 
with piety, that a man is willing to deny 
himself of many innocent gratifications 
that 4ie may be able to perform them, is 
more regarded^ Luke ii. 1. by the Judge of 
all, J:han larger donations from the super- 
fluities of the rich. And it should be con- 
sidered, for the consolation of the poor, 
that the htuest employments are as neces- 
sary for the benefit and cdmfort of man- 
kind, as those that have a more splendid 
O 
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appearance ; as in a well composed build- 
ing, not the beams and pillars only, but the 
very pins are necessary to its beauty and 
strength. Common mechanic trades,' of- 
ten contribute more ta the well being of a 
state, than more polite and genteel employ- 
ments ; these often, at best, only serve to 
' the ornament of it, the others are neces- 
sary to its svbsistence. Let this considera- 
tion, especially in /Comparison with the 
others, make those content, whom provi- 
dence has placed in t\ie lowest situations of 
Kfe. 

In order to which happy disposition, 
1. Impress upon yovr minds the reaUty 
and importance of a frture state. The4nan 
that consfders himself only as a'short pro- 
bationer here, for an eternal existence ; 
and is conflicting with enemies without, 
and enemies within, for the life of his soul; 
will sec the absurdity of a solicitude for 
trifles. Look into the state of your own 
souls^ and you will find so much mercy 
wantingybr them ; and so much rectitude 
and goodness wanting in them, as will 
quench your thirst aiter other things* 
How deep is the infatuation of sinful man I 
that he can be so perpetually ^and anxiously 
solicitous about momentary and empty 
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vanities ; wtiik the image of God is lost 
in his soul ; and the anger of God is ready 
to consume him ; and his eternal, un- 
changeable state depends on the brittle 
thread of human life, which death m^y 
snap in sunder the next hour or moment I 

2. Get an humble spirit y if you would 
have 9i contented one. Pride causes men 
to be unthankful for their mercies, and 
impatient under their crosses ; but afflic- 
tions are easily borne, and benefits are 
ever gratefully acknowledged, by the mind 
thai is truly humble under a sense of its 
defects. I have a poof trade, and mean 
fare, it is true, says humility) but it is 
mo^e than I deserve. I might be begging 
or starving, or pining away in pain and 
misery. There are others, indeed, who 
enjoy more, but then I suppose they de- 
serve better;. however I am sure I merit 
nothing, and so may well be contented with 
a little. 

3. Restrain your Jhnciesi and moderate 
your desitesyif ever you would attain to this 
happy state of contentment. " Nature and 
grace are contented with little, but pride 
^nd humour with nothing." Men's real 
wants are few, and soon supplied ; but if 
our fancies aiid desires are made the mea*- 
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sure of our necessities, we shall find oo end 
to our imaginary wants. The only way to 
happiness is to bring our mind to our coDdi«> 
tion, which is in every one's power, by di- 
vine assistance ; whereas the raising our 
condition to our mind, is what few can at* 
tain ; and we find that when men ha\'e ar- 
rived to that state in which they thought 
happiness consisted, their minds swell as 
their wealth increases^ and they are as far 
from contentment as ever. So that if our 
circumstances are moderate,' we may as 
well sit dpwn easy and cheerfid now, as 
then* 

4. Lastly,^ Uve in dependence upon the 
blessed God, and p ace your happiness in 
his Javour; and then you will jeasily be 
contented with what the world affords* 
The soul that lives with God, and centers 
in Him as its felicity, enjoys i df lights so 
noble and excellent, that it looks with pity 
on the deluded world, who are pursuing 
the empty shadows of earthly happiness, 
and neglecting the only true substantial 
good, of a reasonable immortal spint. He 
that knows that Goo is his^ and that all the 
perfections of (.*op are engaged yor his 
goody will, be very easy and satisfi^ in 
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every state of life. Learn, therefore, to 
ht content "vnxki His allowance, to acquit' 
esce in His providence ; believe Him 
to be both wise and good, to know what 
is best for you, and willing to bestow 
it upon you, if you are careful to please 
Him/ He that hath promised glory and 
happiness in the end to those that love and 
fear Him ; will not deny them any real Ne- 
cessary good^ in the way to it. Live thei\ 
upon His infallible word and promises, 
under all discouragements ; and you will 
certainly find that your hope will not make 
you ashamed. 

" Then Job said, naked came I out of 
my mother's womb, and naked shall I re-, 
turn thither. The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hr*th taken away; blressed-be the 
name of the Lord, Jab i. ^0, 21. 

** Job said, what I shall we receive good 
at the hand of the Lord, and shall we not 
receive ei>il also ? Job ii. 10. 

" Rest in the Lord, and -wait patiently • 
for Him \ fret not thi^selfh&csi\x^Q of him J 
who prospereth in his way, because of the 
man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 
Cease from anger, and forsake wrath ;fret 
7iot thysef'in any wise to do evil. For evil 
doers shall be cut off. But those that wait 
02 
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upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earths 
A little that a righteous man hath, is better 
than the riches of many wicked, Pscd* 
xxxvii. 7—9. 16. 

" They tempted God in their hearty by- 
asking meat for their lust. Yea, theyapakei 
against GoD. They said, Can God fur* 
nish a table in' the wilderness? Can He 
give bread also ? Can He provide flesh for 
pis people ? Therefore the Lord was 
wroth, and a fire was kindled against Ja- 
cob. Becftase they believed not in God, 
' and trusted not in His' salvation, PsaL 
Ixxyiii. 18, 22. 

^' Better is a little with the fear of the 
](^rd, than great treasure, and trouble 
therewith, Prov. xv. 16. 

" T^ro things have I required t>f Thee, 
de«y me' not before I die. Remove far 
from me vanity and lies ; give me neither 
poverty nor riches^ feed me with food con* 
Venient for me, Sfc. Prov. xxx. 7, 9'. 

" Better is the sight of the eyes, than the 
wandering of the desire. This is ako va- 
nity and vexation of spirit. See there be 
many things that increase vanity^ what is 
man the better (for them? J JEccles. vi. 
IT, 11. 
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^^ I form the light, ^id create darkness. 
I "make peace, and create evil. I the Lord 
d^'ati these things, Wq unto him that 
striveth with his Maker. Shall the cliaj 
' say unto hino that fashioneth it, what 
makest thou t Ind^ xlv. 7, 9. i 

^' He said unto them, take heed and be- 
ware q£ covetousness ; for a man's life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth, &?c. Consider the 
ravens; for they neither sow nor reap; 
which have neither store house nor barn ; 
and God feedeth them. How much are 
ve . better than the fowls ? 6?c-. Luke xii. 
15, 31. 

" I have learned in whatsoever state I 
am therewith toie content ^ Phil. iv. 11. 

" Goldliness with contentment^ is great 
gain. For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry no- 
thing out. And having food and raimtnty 
let us be therewith content. But they that 
will be richy fnll into temptation, and a 
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful' 
lusts, which drown men in destr^iiction and 
perdition. For the love of money ^ is the 
root of all evil ; which while some coveted 
after, they have iScen seducdfd from the 
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faith, and picrceJ themselves through 
with many sorrows. But thou, O man 
of God, flee these things, 1 77m. vi. 6. 
11." 
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CHAP. VIII. 
OF RELIGION. 

I DO not here intend to describe 
Religion in its (uU extent ; for, so it includes 
dil the duties already specified, aa prnd&ace^ 
diligence^ justice.y integrity t^f speech^ cen* 
tentmentj cfc but chiefly to consider it as 
it respects our behaviour to Gob. RcU- 
gton, in this sense, consists in having jueit 
apprehensions of him, and minds andprao 
tices formed agreeable thereto; it is often 
ppinted put to us in the sacred scriptures, 
by some operative principle, which has a 
general influence upon our tempers and 
lives ; as the " lear of God }" Psal. xxKiv> 
7,9,11, Eccles. viii 12, "the love of 
God ;" Rom. viii. 28* " the knowledge of 
God ;'' Dan. vii. 32. « walking before 
GoD;" (jen. xlviii* 15. "uprightness of 
heart ,^' Psalm Ixiv. 10. " being spiritUikUy 
minded ;'' Rom. viii* 6» and the like* 
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But alas for us, these are principles not 
natural to man : his *knind is darkened by 
Tgnorance ; his afFections are estranged 
from God and goodness ; all his powers 
and faculties are impaired Sind perverted 
by sin ; and the original rectitude of his 
mature is contradicted .by sensual and evit 
appetites and affections. Such is the de- 
pravity of the human miiid^ that^ when rer 
ligion takes place in it men are said to be 
" bom again ;" John iii. 7* to be made 
** new creatures ;" Gal. vi. 15. to be "cre- 
ated again in Chrtsi: Jesus unto good 
works ;^' Epb. ii. 10. ^* and renewed b the 
spirit of their minds.'^ Epb. ivl 23. Vaitt 
is the attempt to heal this or that folly of 
the mind, or irre^i]darity of the life, until 
the corrupt fountain of a vicious heart, 
ftK>m whence they proceed, be purified : 
the tree must first be made good, before 
the fruit can be soi Matt. xii. S3. Our 
consciences must be '^ purged from dead 
wm-ks ; Heb. ix. 14. and our souls united 
to Jesus Christy by a true and living faith, « 
John XV. 4. before we can acceptably serve 
the living God. ^* How vain are all our 
ponfessions of sin, unless they flow from 
godly sorrow, and are attended wit^i a sin- 
cere iaith in the great Redeemer's inter- 
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cession, and an unfeigned repentance be-^ 
fore God ? What are all our praises and 
thanksgivings to God, unless they proceed 
from trae love to Him, and gratitude for 
his mercies? What are our prayers and 
petitions, but real ndockeries of His infi^^ 
nite Majesty, unless they arc the true and 
hearty desire of our souls J And how vain 
are all pretences to the love and reverence 
of God, unless they are productive of sin- 
cere and universal obedience to His will ?^ 
In a word, God's work must be done ac- 
cording to God's mindy if we expect that 
He should accept it at our hands ; and this 
cannot be without a renewed soul ; *< The 
carnal mind is enmity against God, and is 
not subject to the law or God ; neither in^ 
deed can be. So then, they that are in 
the flesh cannot please God/' Roni. 
viii. 7. 
The foundation of a religious life, being 
• thus laid by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and a rectitude of heart towards God, we 
proceed to consider some instances where* 
in it is to be exerted. And, 

1 St. In the operative knowledg^ofthe per^ 

fections of GoDy and the relations in which 
we stand towards Him. His glorious per* 

fections must have some suitably influeiice 
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upon us* His Majesty and Greatness j 
must affect us with humble reverence^ in all 
our ihcugbts and speeches of Him, and 
mail our approaches to him in religious 
worship. Trifling, diminutive thoughts 
of God, the bold a^d irreverent use of his 
name;' and careless addresses to Him in 
woriship, are affronts to the infinite glory 
of His nature. If we would serve Goi> 
acceptably, it must be "with reverence 
aqd godly fear ; for our God is a consum- 
ing fire." Heb. xii. 28. ^ His unsearchable 
goodness and excellence^ claim our warmest 
affection^ and highest delight ; to fix our 
supreme love on an inferior good, is to 
slight and undervalue his glorious Majes« 
ty, and can only arise from a strange per- 
version of our judgment. He is not only 
the greatest good in Himself y and the infi- 
nite fountain of alt that is wise, amiable 
and good in the universe^ but. He is the 
best good for us ; the only satisfying sub- 
stantial delight of a reasonable immortal 
spirit ; and therefore demands *' to be lov- 
ed with all our hearts, and with alt our 
souls, ani^with all our strength." Matt. 
xxii. 37. His benefits too, as well as his 
nature, claim .this our supreme affection 
and love to^Him & as He has given us our 



Of Religion. . ' 169 

beingSy and all the enjoyments qF them, and 
we continually partake of his goodness^ 
and depend on His benignity*. U\s purity 
and holiness^ as they are the foundation of 
our veneration and esteem^ so they should 
^ect us with an humbling sense of our 
own guilt and depravity, and cause us to 
fly to the grace atid spirit of our adorable 
Redeemer, for the pardon of our guilt, and 
and the healing of our natures ; and nevet 
rest, until we attain a nearer resemblance 
to God in Holiness, that we may be better 
fitted for the enjoyment of Him. His Om- 
niscience should induce us to watch over 
the inward dispositions and thoughts of 
our hearts ; and deter us from all dissimu^ 
lation and hypocrisy ^ both in the duties of 
refigion, and in our concerns with men;' 
as being continually in the presence, and 
under the eye of that God, " before whom 
all things are naked and open." Heb« iv» 
13. And, lastly, His wisdom and power j 
His justice and truths are to be reverenced 
in His threatenings ; to be relied on His 
promises ; to be credited and submitted to 
in all tlm declarations of his word^ and in 
every event of his providence. 

Likewise his relations to us, and onrs to 
him, must be answered by suitable dispo^i* 
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tloiis and b^lmviour. As treature^ we are 
to remember that he is our absolute Lord 
and owner; that we are ^i> much more 
than any thing we posses^ is otur own, Aav- 
ipg onlj a derived right from him to all 
that we enjoy ^ and therefore, it is our in- 
dispjensible duty to ifield ourselves to him^ 
and use ourselves and all our papacities 
for him as our highest end. Rom. vi. 13, 
19. To pay ati universal obedience to His 
will, render an entire resignation of our- 
selves to his providence; and, thu», we 
need not fear but he will preserve and 
bless us, employ us ih delightful and ho- 
nourable service, and return us to our- 
selves infinitely better than hp found us. 
*« Ye are not your own ; therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's.*' 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. Rom- 
xiv. 7, 9. As OMT preserver ^hA benefactor ^ 
We should ^r^^ff in his goodness, and re- 
sign, ourselves to his care ; seek to kim 
continually, for all the blessings we heed ; 
retain a grateful sense, and o&r him our 
thsinkful acknowledgments, for all benefits 
we receive at his hand ; which is also to be 
expressed by the love and duty of our 
hearts and lives. These are duties to 
which the light of nature confirms our ob- 
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ligations ; and yhiqh all r^asoaable bemgs 
are bound to* pay to God, as their sove- 
reign Lord and Creator. 

But then, asj^e are guilty^ depraved 
creatures J who have, in manifold instances, 
brought purselVfis under the condermation 
of God's holy law, and rendered ourselves 
odious to his pure and unspotted nauir<g ; 
atl hopes of his favour and acceptance 
would have been, cut oflp^ if in infinite good- 
ness and mercy he^had not ofiered him- 
self to us, in the rhew relations of a Re-, 
n^EMER, and a SANCTii-rER. This is. the 
great design of the gospel of Christ to 
propose and confirm to all, who, sensible 
of their guilt and just demerits, sincere- 
ly and cordially embrace him as their Sa- 
viour. By these we are obliged, if we. 
Would he safe and happy for time and eter- 
nity, to reflect with shame and sorrow upr 
on Qur disobedience and apostacy from 
GoQ; to "fly for refuge" Heb. vi. 18. 
from his just v€ngeai;ice, to Jesus Christ, 
as the only Redvemer of sinners ; trusting 
in his sacrifice and mediation, to procure 
Dur acceptance with God 5 Acts iv. 12, 
Rom. vi. 23. 1 Cor. iii. JK living as his 
disciples in the imitation of his holy life ; 
1 John ii. 6. attending to hia doctrines^ as 
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the great teacher and restorer of map-, 
kind ; Acts iiii. 23, 23 and obeying his 
keaveniy precepts^ as the universal Lord 
and head of his church* Heb. vL 9. Luke 
9iu 46. In order to this, we must implore 
the infiuencts of the holy Spirit oC Gop, to 
sanctify and renew our natures, to restore 
the image of God lost in our souls, and 
give us the temper and disposition of his 
children; that we inay be fitted for his 
present service, and future enjoyment. 
Thus the practical knowledge of God, 
must influence us in the whole frame of 
our hearts and lives. 

2d. Religion consists in adhering to the 
word of CoT^ as the rule of our faith and 
practice. A reverential regard to the /lo/y 
scriptures^ and an humble subjection of 
soul to the sacred contents of them, is an 
inseperable consequent of true religion. 
He that is of God, will hear and reve- 
rence Gob's word^ John viii. 47. and be 
directed by it in every situation and cir- 
cumstance of life. The more we study it, 
and the nearer we conform to it, the more 
wise, reasonaible and happy we sl^ll be ; 
and we never depart from the important 
dictates of it, but ignorance, folly, and un- 
hap{nness, take pUce. It has ever been 
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aii invariable rale, wiihout ajiy exception, 
chat the more ^ny have beeo influenced by 
a spirit of true religion and, virtue, the 
more their esteem and hve to these blessed 
records have increased ; and we may ven- 
ture to affirm, that the neglect and con- 
tempt that is thrown upon the Bible^ is the 
nearest cause of all die profaneness and 
immorality of the present age. Thiii is one 
instance therefore of the .Tradesman's reli* 
gioTij not to govern himself by the exam- 
ples of others, by humour, appetite, or 
selfish views; but by the holy word oj 
God, and such directions as sound reason 
will deduce from thence* I ankapt to h^ 
lieve, that very many df the indiscretions 
and misfortunes of Tradesmen wou^ 
have been prevented, if they had walked 
more steadily by this rule. " Bind them 
then continually upon thine heart, and tie 
- them about thy neck. When thou goest, 
it shall lead thee ; when thou sleepest, it 
shall keep thee ; and when, thou awakest, 
it shall talk with thee; for the- command- 
ment is a lamp ; and the law is light ; and 
the reproofs of instruction are the way of 
life." Prov. vi.'21, 23. 

3d. The Tradesman's religion lies in 
living by faith on God, uu^ier all the 
P 2 
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' changes and Vicissitudes of an inconstant 
world. This, like an anchor sure and 
stedfasty will keep the soul quiet and se- 
rene in all the storms of life ; enliven the' 
christian's hope, animate his endeavours, 
and make him easy in every state and e;on- 
dition. " Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, be- 
cause he trusteth in thee." Isaiah xxvi. 3. 
But how contrary to this is the state of 
every ungodly, earthly mind I If the 
world smiles upon him he idolizes it as his 
<leity ; if it frowns upon him, he despairs 
and dies. As all his hopes and prospects 
* centre hefe, his comfort and security is as 
fluctuating as the foundation onvwhich it is 
built; /• ^, temporal prosperity.* Where- 

* Oh how tMy dream of things impossible 1 

Of joys perpetual, in perpetual change ! 

Of stable pleasures on the tossmg wave ! 

Eternal sunshine in the storms of life ! ' 

'Till at death's toll, or heaven's relentless tiast, 

starting they wake» and find themselves undone. 

The spider's most attenuated thready 

Is cord, is tcable, to man's tender tie. 

Or earthly bliss ; it breaks at e^ry breeze. 
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ds the good man, though he is not imensi' 
Ue of the differcncie between prosperity 
and adversity, yet is not anxiously " afraid 
of evil tidings, for his heart is fixed, trust- 
ing in the Lord." Psal. cxii. 10. And then 
what are all the great concerns of religion 
without yZr/if A ? which is the evidence of 
things not seen, and the substance of 
thing's hoped for.** What influence will 
the word or worship of Gon have upon lis, 
heaven or hell,- Got) or Christ, withouj: 
faith? In a word, we must live by faiths 
and b^^eathe by prayer^ 

4th.^The serious and constant worship of 
God, is another principle branch of reli- 
gion. The same light of reason and reva- 
lation, which manifests to us the being of 
God, proves that it is our indispensible 
duty to worship him. This is a truth so 
deeply impressed upon the mind of man, 
that scarce any of the human "species un- 
der' heaven, except among the degenerate 
part of those that call themselves christU 
ansy but ii^ some way or' another, pay 
their ^orations to the Deity by worship. 
This is the Tradesman's duty as well as 
others, for how can he be said to ^< abide 
with God in his calling,*' 1 Cor. vii. 224. 
who never comes near him? Bymedita- 
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tion and prayer we draw oi^h to God^ an^ 
hy his word he speaks Xp us ; and »irely 
creatures whose happii^iis for both worlds 
depends upon God, should- not stand in 
iieed of arguments to seek continually un- 
to him ; " for will not evefy people seek 
unto their God?" Isa. viii. 19. But the 
Tradesman's religious T«;c>r'^/wj&' should not 
be confined to the church or the closet. 
He has family wants to be relieved, family 
sins to be forgiven, and family blessings to 
be thankful for: family worships therefore, 
is his reasonable and Vndispejisable duty. 
Accordingly we find those families repre- 
sented as the subjects of divine vengeiiVce, 
'^ who call not upon God's name." Jcr. x. 
25. At the fittest time, therefor^, morning 
and evening, let your serious addresses be 
made to bt^avep, with aU your family ; let 
not company or business tempt you to ne» 
gleet this dutyt or to do it unseasonably. 
Kemember that the most high God claims 
ryour first and highest regard, and that no- 
thing can excuse your ofnission of his wor- 
ship, hut some necessary and greater duty. 
Say not, you want time for it, for men 
must find time to eat, and sleep, what- 
ever business is left undone ; and none of 
these are more necessary, nor can you be 
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less excusable in the neglect of any of 
them, than of worship. An hour in twen- 
ty-four, may be suBicient for this necessa- 
ry and advantageous duty ; as it is not the 
length, but the sincerity of our services, 
which render them acceptable to. God; 
and it is incredible, that with proper care 
you cannot secure so much time for such 
an important affair. Neither plead that 
the business of your callings leave you, ia 
the evening, xmthout strength or spirits iov 
it ; for immoderate labour may be as crimi- 
nal, as immoderate feeding : God requires, 
and will accept and bless no such eagerness 
in business, as unfits men^for his service ; 
but> however, let it be remembered that 
this can be no excuse in the morning; 
your spirits are then fresh and vigorous. 
It is to be feared, that such pleas as these, 
are rather the effects of a wan€ of inclma'* 
tion, than of ability. We should with 
much more reason say, I have laboured all 
the day for a little food and raiment^ &fc. 
shall I not exert myself in the evening for 
the blessings of God's forgiveness and 
grace ? I have wearied my body for a liv* 
ing on earthy shall I not stretch forth my 
soul for the eternal crown ? O ! let not 
your diligfience and solicitude for the trea* 
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sures of this xvorld^ condemn ydtir slotfa-^ 
fulness and indolence for hjcimenly riches^ 
but let each have their due time and place 
in your hearts and employments^ 

5th* The religims observance of the 
JUriPs Joifj is another iM'anch of true reli^ 
gioB.^ This is one of the ^rst things 
which the grace of God reforms in the 
sincere christian ; no sooner does he begin 
to look in earnest towards Gob and hd^ 
yen $ but he values and employs the holy * 
day o{ <xOD in a different manner than he 
did before ; and as religion more or less 
flourishes in the soul, so this sdcrad time 
is ever more or less esteemed and improv* 
ed* Hemember the sabbath day^ therefore^ 
before it comes ^ and endej^vour to clear 
your minds of worldly cares and incum-i 
. brances, that you may be fit for the noble 
and divine employments of it ; fit to adore 
and praise the majesty and perfections of 
Gob yoilr maker; to celebrate and seek 
the blessings of redeeming love and grace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord ; to hear 
his most holy word, and receive the in- 
structions of it ; to acknowledge with gra* 
titude and joy the mercies you partake of; 
and" with sincere sorrow and contrition, to 
lami^nt and confess the sins:smd follies of 
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yoiur heairts and livjes \ ia a word to obtaiH 
and strengthen all those holy tempers and 
dispositions, as may €t you for a wiae, 
happy, and religious life on earth, and the 
glories of an everlasting state in the world 
to come, . Let not the kroe or guUi of any 
sin, ^nter into this holy day to defile it, 
but, ^^ wash your hands in innocency, and 
so compass the altar of God" PsaL xxvi, 6. 
Though cheerfulness and holy joy are esr 
pecially the" duties of this day; yet be 
careful to abstain from «£7}«i/a/ pleasures, 
and not only vile, but vain and fruitlesa 
thoughts and converse. Let no worldhf 
business be either contrived or done, which 
mig^t have been done before, oi^may be 
deferred till future t^me, but *' call the 
sabbath a delight, as it is holy to the Lord, 
and honourable ; and honour him therein; 
not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
thine own pleasures, nor speaking thine 
own words." Isa.4viii. la. Consider how 
great die blessing is, that you have leave 
%o approach to God, and time to prepare 
your souls for an eternal state, and inm 
prove it accordingly. 

, Let your^ami/ie^ also partake of the 
same odvantages. This is one reason 
.why the comhkon emplayments o^ tifev are 
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prohibit^ on this day ; that servaht^j as. 
they have souls of equsJ value with the 
greatest, may haye the means of improve* 
ment in knowledge and holiness* ^^ The 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lotd thy 
JGoD; iii it thou shalt not do any work: 
That thy man servant^ and thy maid se]> 
vant may f est as well as thou^" Deut. v. 
14, 15. Give them si^cient time for the 
worship of almighty God : and let not 
fheir souk be starved,' for the sake of 
feasting your bodies* Not only allow your 
children and servants time for the . religi^ 
pus duties of the day ; but xuatc^ over 
them to see that they attend upon the 
same : instruct them in religion and viiv 
tue ; encourage them in what is good, and 
. seriously reprove what is amiss in them. 
You deal worse by them, ^than you would 
by your very cattle^ if you suffer them to 
go on in the paths which lead to misery 
and destruction, without doing what in 
you lies i0 prevent it. ^ Never give them 
rest, therefore, until you have, 'with the 
help of Gop, either cured their ignorance 
and irreligi6n, or find them incurable. 

Remember also, that it is ^^ thc^ sabbath 
of the Lord, in all your dwellings." Lev* 
xsiii* 3. And thevefore> let him be ho* 
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ikmxlhd Md ifefvcd fhire^ » #ell ai in the 
IfEi^tes of piMic wt>r&h?p^ R^d fah word 
%** rtvetfsntt and attcntkto; stag his 
ptziset witlt* tindershUidiiil; antf delight ; 
and i^ek kte fkyrktr with hnmiliiy, faith 
and 8inceriijj|r ; that bjr these kt&er services 
yott maf be fitted Mr the h^ftwenfy state, 
2tad emf iheit^ssh^ of Oci^ into iS^ la«' 
binirB of the ensamg wedl^; fof it was ^ 
dbsetvatfdv df a great and gbod man,^ 
*< that- Hi kmg eir^erience' he bad' fbomit 
timtdidteobdcfrytttfdnof the duties of the' 
Lord's^ dbt^, faad^Cfvet* reined witlr it a bless^ 
iHgtrpotithe rei^t of his time, and theweek 
so^begutt Wlis prospeitms^ to Jthxt; Where- 
as, when- h^ ttad been ne^^lgent in the da^^ 
ties of this iikyy the rest oP ^e treek Was 
uiisacceissM) ^rM niihiqppy 1^ his own se« 
ealai' empfofidetits.^' Aiid this i^ ht from 
beittga'singtrlat obs^ervatidn.^ 

6th» An h^ittial dtspddedtiess untc^, an^ 
|)racttce of riligimir eomersdtitfTty is ari- 
tsdiertiiateirialrlairacttchbf die ehrtsttan's du« 
fy. r meatr^ to emfSoy the ndWe IScultT' 
m'speeth in ar manner becominj^ reason 
atid retlgionfi " The moiith of th^ rightc* 
ona^ speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talk* 
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eth of judgment. The law of ^ Gop is ia 
his heart." P«al. xxxvii. 30, 31. Particu-. 
l^rly we should abstfiin from hurtful con-, 
verse ; such a& reflects upon the honour of 
the blessed God, or tends to lessen men's 
regar4 to him; such as defies and corrupts 
the mind : injures the reputation of those ^ 
that are absenty or provokes and insults; 
those that are present; or is merely idle^ 
empty znA vain; in a word, whatsoever is 
contrary to the laws of charity ^ religion^ 
or chastity y should be banished from our 
lips. But then, we must aim at something 
useful^ as well as abstainirom every thing 
hurtful in our conversation. A negative 
goodness is no more sufficient in this, than 
in other parts of. the christian character; 
the tongue of man was given hunto be em- 
ployed to liis Maier^s praise, and to be 
useful and instructive to those around him ; 
and angels themselves have not nobler or 
more delightful subjects for the employ • 
ment of it than we; '^ the glorious perfec- 
tions, of ooD ; the amiable Jesus ; the ho- 
ly word of God ; his wonderful works of 
nature, providence, and grace; the hap- 
piness or the eternal world before us ; the 
means and help to our safe arrival there, 
and fitness for it ; and the dangers, follies, 
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and «nares, that fie in our way^ obstruct our 
progress tojt, and possession of it." These 
are topics of conversation the more inte- 
resting and delightful ; and nothing but the 
perfection of madness and fo41y, can sneer 
at their being introduced On aft proper oc- 
casions; or think that the stuftmg of the 
wind ; the nature of the weather ; the con- ' 
duct of their neighbours ; and a thousand 
other impertinences^ are subjects so well 
becoming man^s rational soul, and immor- 
tal nature. 

I am sensible, that as we have concerns 

. of a lower nature *to regard, while >ye re- 
main in the present state, they ought to 
have ?^ proportionate share of our thoughts 
and words ; neither is it proper at all 
times, to expose the sacred truths of reli- 
gion to the contempt of the vile or profane. 
But that religious converse should be ba- , 
nished from the lips of those tbsit call 
themselves men and christians^ as melan- 
choly, mean, or improper : is as absurd as 

-to say, that the >vorld is better than God, 
or money than heaven ; and the pleasures 
of appetite and animal sense, better than 
grace and glory ; and the sneers of ^ fool, 
%vorse than hell or sin. 
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nh. Pious meditation^ is another brancl^ 
of true re/igiori. Much of the temper of 
our minds may be discerned lyf the purrcnr 
ey of our ihouffhts* In the covetous, these 
run out with Ae greatest ponstancy and 
deiij^t after gain and riches j 4^1 the volup- 
tuous, varioiis sensitive pleasures an4 gra- 
tification$ employ them» Honour and ap- 
jd^use engross the thought3 of the ambi- 
tious ; hut as the hopes a|id happiness of 
the sincere ^hnstian centre in Gop and his 
iavpur, he cannot but employ hij^ frequent, 
serious thm^hts ahput die j^ecuring an en-» 
joyment oS it ; for this is one of his infaUit 
hie dictates, who formed, thp spirit of 
man;^ ai^d ki^pws all the operations of it, 
** that where the treasure is,' thejce the 
heart will be alsok" Matt, vi* 21. l^ilc 
the h(w4» of the pious Tradesman fure emr 
ployed in thp cpmpon business of life, his 
hmrtynW. be aspiring tp GoD,and delig^tr 
ing itself in his perfections, word and 
works; As no ship is so laden but it will 
contain many jewels inpre, so no busi- 
ness c^ so constantly fill iip oi^r minds, 
as not to allow of serious intervening 
thoughts, 'fhere is no need to retire to 
a cloister^ iq <^rder to preserve a f eligl-r 
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Qus disposition of mind of lead a virtuous 
life. 

But our meditations should be consider- 
ed as the means to 2l furtfher end ; namely-, 
to influence and affect our souls ; if e should 
he musing until the fire bums :. JFor which 
purpose, >ve should choose those subjects 
that are most powerful and operative*"-^ 
Great and important truths, as they are 
usually the surest, and least controverted, 
so they most effectually impress the mind,' 
and leave an happy influence upon it* 
Among which are, .the perfections of 
God;. his wonderful love and goodness^ 
as revealed in Jesus Christ i the awful so- 
lemnities of a ^fi/re judgement; the im-) 
ports^ce and certainty of an eternal state 
of existence ; the shortness and instability 
of time^ and ail the ^joyments of it. These 
are included in those mentioned before, 
which if attended to, would, by the grace 
of God, produce a religious temper of 
mind, and an holy life. 
' Sometimes we may turn.our meditations 
into ejacidatory prayers and addresses to 
heaven : such as that of Nehemiah. « Re- 
member me, O my Goo, for good;'' 
Ijfehem. xii. 31. of of the royal Psalmist ; 
« Lord, I am thine, save me ;" Psal. cxix. 
Q2 
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and the like. These, when you feel the 
guilt of sin to press you^ or the sense of 
mercy to affect you, or any danger or diffir 
* culty to affright you ; will be a present rer 
Kef to your spirits, vpitil the more stated 
time for devotion returps. Sometimes our 
thoughts may he well employed by way of 
soliloquy^ or conversing with ourselves : 
either rousing up our slotl^ful spirits, or 
comforting oiir drooping souls, or pleading 
with our own he^s by convincmg rea- 
sons j these methods pious men have often 
taken to good purpose : " "W^y art thou 
cast down, O my souJ,*Vsays the Psalmist j 
** why ;art thou disquieted within me ?'^ 
Having thus reproved his unreasonable 
fears, his f?iith revives, and he s?iys, " hope 
thou in Gbp, for I ^hall yet praise him ; 
who is the health of my countenance, and 
niy God." Psal. diii. ^» 

Lastly, great variety of ijseful rejections 
may be drawn from the commoti occur- 
rences of life, and tjie y^rjous object^ 
which present themselves to our view. 
Thus the sudden deatb of QtherSy may 
quicken us in preparing for pur own, and 
shew us the vanity of earthly pursuits. The 
sight of the defoftned and miserable^ may 
teach us an useful lesson of gratitu4e to 
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God for his greater goodness to us. The 
manifold dangers^ and excessiye liJbours 
which others undergo for trifling advantcir 
j^es; inay shsune US but of negligenice in 
our pursuit ot heaven and happiness : and 
indeed, there is scarce any thing biit a se- 
rious mind mat^ improve to its gre^t ad- 
vantage. This, no doubt, was the design 
of the frequent $imilies and parables of the 
word of God, that we might be taugjit in- 
struction frpm sensil^le objects. Ti nus we 
are gent to the flnty Proy. vu 6. to learn 
sagacity and diligence ; to the potter fj^r*^ 
viii. 7. for submission to the y?^ill of Gpp ; 
to the refiner^ J^ec. jsiii, 9, for consolation 
and instruction under affliction. And our 
blessed Saviour's gospel is filled with em- 
blemSy for the same purposes: Among 
which are, the Viney the Fig tree^ the 
Pearl of great price^ the ir^o^tunate Wi^ 
idow^ and prodigal Son. Easy would be 
the task, and great the advantage, if the 
religious Tradesman would thus, like the 
industrious bee, gather honey from every 
fiower. Surely, the consideration is sad, 
that christians should know how to con- 
verse with men, and sqmetiipe^ with God 
himself, and yet be ^t a los^ to cpf^mune 
with their own h^arte. 
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The practice of Religion necessarily 
includes watchfulness. Wherever the love 
and fear of God is in sincerity, ther« 
will be a constant concern to please him ; 
and this can nev6r be attained by beings 
whose natures are imperfect, and appetites 
and passions strong and irregular, amidst 
surrounding solicitations to evil from an 
ensnaring world, and vigilant spiritual ad- 
versarjf s; unless we watchj as well aa pray 
against every temptation. This watchful' 
ness the christian should especially main- 
tain against the particular sins to which 
bis calling, situation, and constitution ex- 
pose him* The sure sign of uprightness 
of hearty consists in keeping ourselves 
" from our own iniquity ;" Psal. xviii. 23. 
that which our dispositions most incline us 
unto ; which we find most dijfficult to re- 
sist, and hardest to overcame ; for which 
conscience most frequently reproves us; 
and We condemn ourselves when under af- 
fliction^ or in the apprehensions of death. 

But the vices which human nature are 
most prone unto, are covetotcsness and sen^ 
suality; the Tradesman therefore should 
be pecidiarly watchful against them. They 
are the root of all evils ; they estrange the 
heart from, and deaden the affections to, 
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<j^OP and goodness; t|ie nemualtze the ve^ 
ly souls 01 Qii^n) aiid give such a crinunal 
Mas to their appetites aod indinationsy as 
produces forgetfiiliieffs and contempt of 
Cod, a di^eliah to the purity and ^piritu-^ . 
ality of h}s laws and worship, the negjiect 
pf .their immortal souls, and the coficems 
of another- wor^; they cloud th& under'^ 
st^dii^f ferpert iSit ju%ment, extinguish 
the principle^ of .religion, justice, truth 
and bepevol^nce, in 4^e lieairts of men, 
€md debase t^ir iPatiures to a resemUance 
of the beas;ts thatvpertsh : m a wprd, the 
prevsilence of them is every where iii 
scripture, r^efente^ as absolutely incon^ 
sistent with t|^e chrstian life^ and destruc-* 
tiv^e of our heavenly hopes* " This ye 
know, that no covetous man, who is an 
idolator, hath any mharitance in the king** 
doni of Christ, and of Goo^' Eph. v. 5* 
1 Cor. vi, to. Psal. y. 3. *' They diat 
are aft^r the flesh do miijid the things 
of the flesh : But Aey that are after the 
SjMrit, the things pf the Spirit. For to ^ 
be carnally minded is deaths because 
the carnal mind is enmity against God ; 
for it is QOt subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. So then, they that 
lire in the' flesh ouinot please Go^* For 



if ye live after the flesh ye shaB die, 8scc.'' 
Rom. viii. 5, 13. John ii. 15, 16. 

Having thus considered soipe instances 
of a rehgious temper and life, let us reflect 
upon oursehesy and consider what our own 
dispositions and practice have been. Have 
we ever experienced such a renovation of 
mindy as has given us a prevailing bias of 
soul towards God and Christ, heaven and 
holiness ? Or are we the same self righte- 
ous, censual, dead and disaffected beings 
to God and goodness, that ever we were ? 
Have the glorious perfections of the ado- 
rable God, and the relations in which we 
stand unto him, had an habitual practical 
influence upon our tempers and our lives? 
Or have we forgotten God that formed 
us ; neglected to glorify that supreme and 
transcendant being in whose hand our 
breath is, and whose are all our ways ; and 
lightly esteemed the ^.ord Jesus Christ, 
the Rack of our Salvatioi^ ? Have we stu- 
died and reverenced the holy word of GQUy 
and made that the rule and guide of our 
lives ? Or have we made the customs and 
examples of an evil world, or our own 
selfish interests and humours, the ru]e of 
alt our conduet? Have we lived Ify faith 
on God,' for all the supports and supplies 
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of life? Or "have we made gold oui^, 
hope, and said to fine gold, thou art our 
confidence ?" Has the worship of the Al- 
mighty been perfornied with seriousness, 
faidi, and constancy, in our families and 
retirements ? Or have we lived as without 
God in the world, and cast off his fear, by 
restraining prayer before him? Have we 
honoured, reverenced, and delighted in 
the sabbaths of the Lord? Or have they 
been esteemed a weariness unto us, and 
the time thought long, wherein we were 
detained from the common business and, 
pleasures of the world ? Have we set a 
watch before the door of our lips? Has 
our conversation be^n sober, rational, use- 
ful and religious? Have our hearts been 
frequently aspiring to God, by serious re- 
fiection and meditation in order to animate 
and strengthen the life of God in our 
souls ? Or has not the vanity and folly of 
our thoughts and words, been too plain an 
indication that a wise and religious dispo- 
sition of heart, and temper of mind, have 
been wanting in us ? To conclude ; have 
we been watchful and circumspect in our 
christian course ; especially against the 
predominant sins of covetousness and sen- 
suality ? Or have our souls been bUried in 
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the eardif or drowi^ed in carhdity ; and 
God, Christ, and tK^ eternsA world, been 
forgotten and ilegketed \sj us ? These are 
fguestions we should put cteae to our con* 
sciences^ while thel« is tiitie and space for 
repentance ; before we are called to the pre- 
sence of Go-t)^, from whose judgment thercf 
is no appeal; and whose scnidny into our 
hearts and lives, will be more particular 
and exact, than any we cim enter into upon 
ourselves* 

I shall endeavoui^ to- reinoVtS some cf 
those prejudices which arise in the miiids 
of men agsunst a religious life. 

One is, the diffculties e^ religion f that 
the rules of it are too seLP denying, and 
the path to heaven too narrow to be com^ 
fortable and happy. To this it may be re- 
plied, that there is nodiing which Gon re- 
quires but what is eonducite txy thfe real 
Hajifpiness df reasonable creatures ^ and no- 
thmg that he forbids but what is consistent 
with it. The excessive indulgence of ani- 
rpal appetites^, and diwM'der^ slfFections, 
whatever loW satisfactions they may give 
at present, are as destructive of the true 
peace, as they are of the pUrity of the hu- 
nian mind; and arc these restrictions of 
religion then fit subjects of complaint? If 
our vitiated natures find some of the rules 
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of religiQii a reBtrahayv^n our inclinations, 
can we think that oui- U|)p€titcs and aifec- 
tion9 are always so wise and reasonable as 
never to need a curkf Or shall we repent, 
when we Jtrrive at the regions of bliss, that 
our labour has been fo(k mucky or our self 
denisd too g*reaty in order to attain that 
happy state? Surely not. But there is 
really nothings so hard in religion, but the 
grace of Goo, and the habits of virtue, 
will maie it easy to us ,• the greatest diffi- 
culties are ustillly at first, before the mind 
is heated of its prevailing distem^pers ; the 
longer we travel on in the paths^ of religi- 
on, the more sweet and delightful they 
become unto us : As all the employ- 
ments of life» appear difficult when we first 
enter upon them, why should difficulties 
in religion onlt/ affright us ? If we believe 
God, and credit those who have.mad^ the 
experiment, they assure us, that *• all its 
ways are pleasantness, and its paths peace," 
Prov. iii. 17. and " in keeping of them is ^ 
great reward." Psal. xix. 

If it be said, that such strictness and 
circumspection is more ado than needs. Let 
such only consult the sacred word of God, 
by which we are to be judged, and see 
whether '" denying all ungodliness and 
R 
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wordly lusts, and living soberijr, righ- 
teously, and go<lly in diid present evil 
world," Tit. ii. 12. is not every where 
made the qualtficathn ior enjoying the 
. happiness of the next : And then consider^ 
whether the dark and depraved mind of 
man, or the declarations of infinite recti* 
tude, wisdom and goodness, are the fittest 
to determine what stat« of soul is neces- 
sary for his own acceptance and enjoy- 
ment. 

Some perhaps are unwilling to engage 
in the christian course, from an apprehen- 
sion that it may expose them to contempt 
fi'om others, as being singular and precise* 
But what I pray you is there that can me- 
rit contempt in the belief, reference, and 
love of \he God of heaven and earth ; nn 
owning your dependence upon him, imd 
expressing your gratitude to him, by hum* 
ble prayer and praise ? What in a strict 
regard to goodness,^ truth and justice to 
man, and the government of your appe- 
tites and passions t Yet these a^e the siib^ 
stance of religion : It is by these that }'ou 
are afraid of being made ridiculous ; than 
which, nothing can more ennoble, and 
adorn and bless humati nature. It was the 
observation of one of the wiser heathens^ 
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" "Tfe^t virtue was so beautiful, that if it 
cot^ be rendered visible to the eyes of 
man, every one would be in love with it.'7 
Where religion is not maimed and deform- 
ed by its professors, it commands reve^ 
^-ence and respect from the observers of it. 
Certain I ain, that there is not the most 
profligate person now on earth, who would 
not shortly give ten thousand worlds, if 
sueh he had, that his own life had been in 
every respect as stricth/ conformed to the 
wise and holy will of Gor^ as that of the 
most diligent observer of the divine pre- 
cepts. Which then most deserves pur re- 
gard, the approbation of God, of angels, 
and of all good men; or the censures of 
those who will soon condemn themselves ; 
for the .neglect of what-they now despise ; 
** Whosoever will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cros^ and 
follow me. For whosoever shall be asham- 
ed of me, and of my words, in this adul- 
terous and sinful^ generation, of him also 
shall the Son of isx^xk be ashamed, when he 
Cometh in the glory of his. Father, with 
the holy angt*8* Mark viii 34, 38.. 

Only let it be further observed, that a life 
of serious, frtkcticsl religion^ is Recommend- 
ed to us by the most weighty considerations* 
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It is the tru^st^kdam. He certainly is 
the wisest man^ who by^serious diiigeiice, 
and prudent foresight, secures to h^pself 
the greatest .good, ^nd escapes the greatest 
eviU As heaven is better than earth, and 
eternity longer than tii&e, so n>uch more 
wise is he, who by faith in Christ Jesus, 
and a conformity to the prescribed ride^ of 
the gospel, obtains the invaluable blessings 
of it, than he that gains the greatest earths 
-ly.good.* If God, the fountain of wis- 
dora, is the proper Judge, we have his de- 
cision in . th0$e words ; " Unito man he 
said, Behold, t}>e fear of the Lord, th^t is 
wisdom ; and to depart from evil, is un- 
derstanding." Job XXV] ii. 28^ But how 
vain is that man's pretences to wisdom^ 
how much soever he shines in wealth, wit, 
or leanling, whose mind is estranged from 



* Eternity dependhi^ on fth hour. 

Makes serious thouf^ht, nuti*s -kuigtioni, jojr and praise : 

Hot need ypu falilsh at your design on heaven. 

Oiir schemes to pian foy this woridt or the next 

It|he sole di^rence betvt^een the niWhAfoci; 

AW Worthy men wlU weigh you in this scale. 

• Be. Younq. 
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God, and his ^tfernal felicity neglected, for 
the dreams and shadows of earthly pur- 
suits and enjojrments ? 

A life of relipon affords the most ^olid 
happiness, lliere - is nothing so Qiuch 
enohles and regulates the faculties of the 
soul, and crowns it with peace and tran'- 
quilHty^ as the faith and fear of GO0, and 
a supreme affection to him ; a relation to 
the Lord Jesus as a Saviour, "fee. The 
delights of sincere religion; do as far sur- 
pass the pleasures of the covetous, the sen- 
sual and voluptuous, as the pleasures of a 
man do those of the brutes. If the blessed 
God is the most happy Being, then they 
that bear the nearest resemblance to him; 
must necessarily be the most happy crea- 
tures. They not only enjoy the divine 
pleasures of a religious lif«, but have by 
far the truest comfort of those blessings 
they possess in common with, other men. 
Religion restrains us from no pleasures 
which are consistent with reason, and our 
truest interest 1 nothing can afford so 
muck «i//»j&0r^ under the unavoidable afflic- 
tions of the present state : and I may 
venture ito affirm, that even the penitential 
sorrows of a good man, have more true 
satisfaction in them, than the greatest de- 
R2 
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lights th9t the vicious and pt*o£ane ever 
enjoyed. 

Lastly, True religion is of the greats 
tst necessitif* All other concerns compar- 
ed with this, are but as the toys of chil- 
dren to the labours of life. This is ^^ the 
one thing needful," without which, the 
end of man's creation is lost, the giory 
of God in his works is frustrated, and th« 
«pAo/f existence of reasonable beingsjs vain. 
It were infinitely better never to have had 
a beings than leave this world with the 
guilt of sin ur^ardonedy and the power of 
it unsubdued*. And it is also necessary for 
securing a blessing upon all our temporal 
C^ncei^. Godliness hath the promise of 
this life J as well as that which is to come. 
1 Tim* iv» 8, If we truly serve Gop, he 
will certainly bless us. Men may increase 
their riches by other methods, but the 
prosperity of such fools only tends to de- 
stroy them." Prov.i. And God can easily 
blast the most vigorous endeavours for this 
life, if we neglect the love and duty we 
owe to him* The Tradesman would do 
Kell to consider whether many of his loss- 
es and decays may not be the chastisement 
of his neglect of these important concerns* 
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" This comitiandment which I com- 
mand thee this day, is not hidden from 
thee. But the word is very nigh unto thee, 
in thy mduth, and in thy heart, that thou 
n^ayest do iU See, I hi^ve set before thee 
this day life and goody dedth^ and evil. In 
that I command thee this day to love the 
Lord thy God ^ to walk in his ways, and to 
keep his commandments, his statutes, and 
bis judgments, that thou mayest live ; and 
that the Lord diy God may bless thee* 
But if thine heart turn axvay^ so that thou 
wilt not hear } I denounce unto yoii this 
day that ye shall surely perish* I call 
^^yen and earth to record this day against 
youf thaf I have set before you life and 
'death, blessing and cursing* Therefore 
choose life tliat thou and thy seed may live, 
&a Deut. xxi:..ll, 20. 

" The Lord God of Israel satth, them 
that honour me, I will honour, and they 
Xi\2X despise me shall be lightly esteemed, 
1 Sam* ii. SO. 

*'-Only fear the Lord, and serve him in 
truth with all your heart ; for consider how 
jgreat things he hath done for you. 

** Thou hast shewed unto thy servant 
David great^ mercy, according as he walk- 
ed before thee in truth and m righteous^ 
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ness^ and in uprightness of heart with thee, 
1 Kings ill. 6. 

*< Blessed are they that keep his testimo- 
nies^ and that seek him widi the whole 
heart* Thou hast commanded us to keep 
thy precepts diligently. I -have rejoiced 
in the way of thy testimonies as much as in 
all riches. Depart from me ye evil doers, 
for / will keep the commandments of my 
God. . Salvation is far from the wicked, 
for they seek not thy statutes. Lord, I 
have hoped for thy salvation^ and done thy 
qommandments^ £?^c. PsaL cxix. 2, 4, 14, 
115,155,166. 

** In the way of righteousness is life, and 
in the pathway thereof is no death, Prov» 
xti. 28. 

" Whoso despiseth the word shall be de- 
stroyed. But he Xh^tfeareth the command- 
ment shall be rewarded, Prov» xiii. 13. 

" Now also the ax is laid to the root of the 
trees. Therefore every tree which bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire. His fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather 
his wheat into the gamer; but he will 
burn up the chaff witfi unquenchable fire, 
Matu Hi. 10, 12. 
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. " Not every one that saith unto me. 
Lord, Lord, snail enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that daeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven, Matt, viu 21 • 

^^ Then said they unto him, what shall 
we do, that« we might work the works of 
GpD; Jesus said unto them, this is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him whom 
he hath sent, John vi. 28, 29* 1 John 
nu 23» 

** Herein do I exercise myself, to have 
always a conscience void of offence towaxd 
Cod, and toward man. Acts xxiv. 16. 

" What fruit bad ye then in those things 
whereof ye are now ashamed .^ for the end 
of those things is death. But now being 
made free from sin, and. become «ervan^^/6 
Gob, ye have yo\xp fruit unto holiness^ and 
the end^ everlasting life. For the wages 
of sin is death ; but the gift of God is eter* 
nal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Rom. vi. 21, 23. 

" This is the will of God, eyen your 
sanctification. For. God hath not called 
us unto uncleanliness, but unto holiness^ 
1 Thess.iv. 3. 7. 

" Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great GoD, and 
our Saviour Juma, Christy who gave him- 



'♦ . 
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•ft 
self for us, that he might redeem iis firom 

all \Tiv\pityr^^^ P^^^y ui^td himself a pe- 
culiar people, zealous of good works, Tit. 
lu 13. 14* 

"He suffered. And being made per- 
fect, he became the author of eternal sal- 
vation unto all th«m thUt obey him^ Heb. v. 
8„9. 

^ " Follow peace with all men, and Afi/£- 
nessy without which no map shall see the 
Lord. Looking diligently, lest any man 
fail of the grace of God, &c* Heb. xii^ 14, 
15. ^ 

- ** The day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night, in which the heavens 
• shall pass away with a great noise, &c. 
Seeing then that all tibese things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
ye to be io all holy converscuion \^nd godli* 
nesB? 2 Pet. iii. io, 11." 
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CHAP. IX. 



or LEAVING OUR CALLINGS. 



W£ come in the last place to con- 
sider in what cases it is allowable and fit 
for persons to leave their callings* Ne- 
cessary and important occasions may de- 
tain or divert the Tradesman from hi& 
business, as ..the restoration of his health, 
and various other occurrences which hap- 
pen in life;, or he may for wise reasons 
ccmtracthis trade, and lessen the cares and 
labours that attend it : but what I mean, is 
the -whoUtf forsaking of business ; which is 
a great and important affair, and should 
never be done without due consideration 
and. advice. Present impukesy or the to- 
lerable inconvemencies of trade, can never 
justify such a conduct, unless die rules of 
wisdom and prudence concur. How far 
VfcalShy or iikt loi^ of a retired life may 
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justify it, was considered in tlic fr&t pan 
of this essay. In some cases no doubt it 
is allowable: . •• 

. Ist. When superior diUhority requires 
it, as being called and advanced to some 
pUce of honourable employment and trust 
in the government, may lawfully leave his 
former calling* In like manner when per- 
sons are pol under restrmnt^reonfinement^ 
either by the magistrate, or by the suit of 
an adversary, he is so long at least dis- 
charged front lus former caUtng^ and possi- 
bly rendered incapable diereby from ever 
following it again. 

dd. When persons sarc^tatallykdisadledhy 
the diseases oi body or mindi It is not 
every distempjtr or pflda. of boiy^ which 
will justify ^e deserting our stations io: 
life; for diseases are tnsepars^ iroln 
some eanstitutioii& andfrotti seme cs^hnjg^ 
too. And considermg the curfoua frame 
of the bodies of m«o, and the irregularities 
of ibeir appedtes and passions s we have 
mote cause to admire at one day's vigour 
and'heakh, than an hundred- days sicknesft 
and painr But che aged or infirm Trades^ 
man may, like the pilot iti the ship, be ser* 
vieeable in his profession by^ his (khice 
9SiA dirHtson^ When be etonot^employ his 



C^ leaving <mr CaUtng9- SOJf 

active powers 6f strength and labour. The 
disahihty only releases the Tradesnm 
from his calling, which renders }^\tXk inca- 
pable of following it to those ends for -which 
the^ are managed. When his body suffers 
on the cme hand, and his employment on 
the other, and there is no rational prospect 
of being r^^fore^ to a capacity for it: in 
this case, God by his providence releases 
him from his cidling ; it becomes a neces- 
sary cessation, and not a criminal. indul- 
gence* Let the younger Tradesman con- 
sider this*^ and he provident for the future ; 
let him not spend his income as fast as it 
arises, but in dependence upon the divine 
providence, and in a prudent and charitable 
use of what he possesses ; let him remem* 
ber the days ofevil^ for. they may be many. 
Particularly let him be watchful against 
that intemperance and vice, which ruins 
both heedth and substance too. 

3d. Incapacitu of mind^ mjxy also dis- 
charge persons uom their stations and call- 
ings. Not that every trouble of mind will 
excuse us 'from, attending to the proper 
business of life : the means must be used, 
and remedies applied ; the diyine, and the 
physician consulted, and it may be, no re- 
medy is more successful for the ou'c, (un- 
'S 
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iSer the bksstng of heaven) than aii hont^ 
dlGgence in our callings. Bitt ilrhen rea* 
son is utterly clouded^ or the facukiea so 
enfeebled, that there" is <id prospect of fa- 
tare capacity, that is a sufficient discharge. 
Since this is an affliction so grievous in its 
nature, and hurtful in its consequences, let 
the Tradesman ^beware of those things 
whielv introduce it. Subdue high passions^ 
either of love, anger, or fear. Provoke not 
God and conscience, by violations of truth, 
justice and religion. Beware of wortdfy 
sorroWf. p6ur not upon losses and diaap* 
pointments. Grasp not at more busineao 
than your minds or sircumstaiaces can bear* 
Muse not your parts,, nor meddle with aS^ 
itrue spetulationsy or things that are to6 
Inghforyou; but be humble. Maintain 
an innocent cheer/illness in every condi- 
tion ; labour to insure to yourselves the 
comforts of religion ; and habituate voiir- 
selves to temperance and exercise of oody, 
and you will be safe from this calamity, 
which renders so many a terror to them- 
^elvesi and a grief to aU^round them. 
* 4th« When misfortunes in trade have 
tiendef ed them incapable of being carried 
oh. It is not every* lo^ or abittenhent of 
trade or 8ubstance,thatinriH justify ikxtfoT' 
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saking our callings ; many haye bee^i re- 
duced to a yciy low ebb, who by the bles- 
sing of providence, and their own care and 
industry, have recovered themselves, find 
made considerable acquisitions of estate : 
but when business requires that substance 
to carry it on, which by losses and other 
occurrences we are dispossessed of and the 
snaintenance of our callings oblige us to 
contract debts which we are unlikely to re^ 
P^}^^ justice and prudence require the cessa- 
tion from then). In these ca^es, a person 
does not properly leave his (palling but his 
callir^ leaves him» Under these circum- 
stances, it becomes a Tradesman to review 
his past behaviour, and see, whether a cri** 
minal neglect of God, injustice and oppres* 
sion of .others, or some sinful indulgencies^ 
or extravagance, has not procured this evil 
to him; lest those sins whiph have driven 
him from his shop^ exclude him from hea* 
ven also. 

5th. Tradesmen may allowably have 
their callings^ when a considerable degree 
of age and estate inclines and capacitates 
them so to do* It is. not only lawful, but 
becoming in those who are advanced in 
tveaJthj and declining in yecursy to make 
room for the increase of younger Trades* 
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men ; and not like aged trees, stand to df> 
strjict the growth of those below them. 
An increasing love of wealth in the decline 
of life, is a sight shocking to human na- 
ture.* But then the retired Tradesman^' 
should remember, that .though he is dis- 
charged from Hat fatigues of life, he is not 
so from the duties of it. His leisure 
should be employed )n preparing his mind 
for another state, in a€ls of benevolence 
and kindness to others ; in pointing out to 
younger persons the paths of virtue and 
prosperity, smd not used only as an indul- 
gence to sloth and sensuality ; lest he come 
under the character of the fee/, who " said 
to his soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years ;'* and knew no other use 
of them than to ^^ eat; drink, and be mer- 



* Totteringf o'er the gmve. 
SbiU we, shall ag^d men, Kke aged trees. 
Strike deeper their base root, and closer'dtng. 
Still mcrre enamovr'jd of Uiis wretched soil ? 
Shall oar pale withered hands, be alretch'd out stiU, 
Trembling at bnce with eagerness and age ? 
With av'rice, and convulsions, grasping hard? 
Grasping at air \ for whikt baa earth beside 1 
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xy '^^ iostcftd of being rich towards God^ 
Luke 3tii» 19* 

5th. Lastly^ Any of- these uppe^r |tq b^ 
sufficient causes for resigning a tr«i4e^ gnd 
^ere may be others ; but while the Trades*! 
man meets with nothing to recammjend or 
warrant a voluntary retreat fro^ business, 
while he is pursuing it with the greatest 
cheerfulness^ diltgence and siKcess^ le^ hisjoi 
ever bear it in mind that death will sooqi 
discharge him from his employment what^ 
ever H be. This puts an ^nd to ^1 oukt 
cares and labours^ ** Our breath goes fordky 
we return to the earth, and in that very 
day all our thoMgkt^ and concerns for thh 
life perish." Psid. cxlvi. 4. This ^y 
Will surely come^ and it often eomes when 
it is least expe<cte4* Therefore let the 
Tradesman be advised, to set his sotd in 
order for it. What madness and f<4iy is 
It to live unconcernedly in a condition, 
which we know not but the next day or 
)iour, may introduce us into inevitable 
misery jand destruction! What senseless 
stupidity has seized the minds of sinners, 
that they can stand secure on the brink c^ 
such a precijMce I For to use the words 
of an eminent divine^ " When Goi> hath 
been pleaded in infinite mercy, so clearly 

S 2 
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to reveal the happiness of heaven, and the 
miseries of hell ; if men were not aoiazing- 
If stiipified by sin, they could never pos- 

> sess a moment's^ease until they had some 
cbmfortabh certainty of enjoying the one, 
and escaping the other. How can persons 
^preserve their minds from terror and 

» amazement,* when they think of a just and 
holy GtoUi and know not but he is their 
enemy f now can they open the Bible with 
com^rt, when they know not but they read 
their oivft condemnation in every page ? 
One would think, that the uncertainty of 
their own salvation, should keep them 
tuaiingf or amaze (hem In dreams^ and, dis- 
turb their sleep ; when they know not if 
they shut their eyes, but they may awake 

" in torments. And that the prospect of 
death and judgment, as near and sure, 
should fill them with horror and astonish- 
ment* Indeed, if the uncertainty was con- 
strained, or the case remediless, it must 
then be borne as other ynavoidaUe evils 
are ; but when the kind offers of mercy and 
grace through Jesus Christ ore made to re- 
penting and believing sinners; and the 
characters of those who are in a state of 
salvation or condemnation, are so plairdy 
described in the gospel, that if men would 
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with seriousnes&firftt search the scriptures^ 
and then faithfully examine theii* (mm 
hearts by them, they might see wl^ich state 
ithey belong unto ; nothing but unaccount- 
able stupidity, can cause persons to live 
»cglig<^i^t of their great concern, or con- 
tent themselves in uncertainty of the aw*« 
ful Consequences of death.** Never rest 
therefore, until your peace be itiiside with. 
God through Jesus Christ, and your heart 
purified from every corrupt affection by his, 
Spirit of grace, and then detSth may be 
viewed with peace, and embraced with 

joy- 

And, to conclode, the same prospect of 
deaths and uncertainty ofUfe, should in- 
duce every considerate Tradesjnani to set 
his house in <irder* Let your books, anil 
accounts be kept as dear and even as may 
be; suffer not loiig reekonlflgsto4ie dor- 
mant between yourself and others ; for 
these will prove very troubtesimt^oTXt may 
be ytry prejtidi&al to those you leave be- 
hind. And after you have computed, as 
near as dly be, the true value of your es- 
tates, make your WiU. Death will be mOre 
easy, but not a niinute the nearer for doing 
this. After you have settled ii reasonable 
portion upon your wife and children, if 
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Gob has jio far blessed yoVt Let your po6lr 
relaiiods be remembered by you $ and fbr^ 
get not to acknowledge the goodness of 
divine providence, by dedicating some 
part of your gains to ptoOs and charitable 
uses; this, if it is done from a principle 
of faith and love, will be the best means to 
entail a U^ssing upon what yon leave to 
your posterity. Being thus prepared by 
internal piety and external umdence^deaih 
may be expected, but need not to be fear- 
ed* You inay then cheerfully leave your 
calling on earth, to receive ^^ the prize of 
the high calling of GoD, in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." To whom be glory for ev^ 
aud ever. Amm* 

^' O diat they were w\se, that they un- 
derstood this, that they would consider 
their latter end, Deut. xxxii. 29* 

^^ If a mim die, shall he liveiigain ! All 
the days of my appointed time wiU I wait 
till my change come, yoif xiv. 14. 

Whatsoever thy had findeth to do, do it 
with thy might f for there is np work, nor 
knowledge, nor device, nor wisA^m in the 
gi:aye whither thou gc^st. Becks, ix. 10. 

^ In those days was He^ekiah sick unto 
death; and Isaiah the prophet came unto 
him, and s^jd, ^bus mik the I.ord, set 
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thine hovfie in order ^ for thou shalt die, and 
not live, Isa. xxxviii. !• 

^^ I am^ow ready to be offered ; and^the 
time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have .finished my 
course, I have kept iJbe fdith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righte- 
ousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give to me at that day, and to 
diem also that Z^v^ his appearing^ 2 Tim. 
iv. 7. 

^' Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord, from henceforth: Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their la- 
bours, and their works do follow them^ 
Rev.xiv. 18.»' 



AK 



ApPEKPlX^ 



Sbeivitjg the only viay to obtain fum-r 
erfer Cbristiap duties^ or the ne* 
cossity of a change q/* a(zte and 
naturoy before v>€ can acceptably 
serve OoDy ami practice the pr^'- 
cepts $f Religion^ 

IT is the common error of 
many, when their consciences are 
convinced of the excellency and ne* 
cessity of christian duties^ to rush 
immediately upon the practice of 
them in their own sttengtS md na- 
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tural state ; and not attenduig to 
the method and order, which the in- 
finite, wisdom and mercy of God has ^ 
established in the gospel for obtain- 
ing holiness and happiness through 
Christ Jesus, they often labour long 
and zealously in rfeKgion Kvitbout ef- 
fect. Whereas until the persons of 
sinners are reconciled to God, and 
justified by his grace through Jesus 
Christ ; and then \y^ virtue of union 
f (? the Lord Jesus and/iii/A, in him, 
they derive from him the Spirit ' of 
life and holiness, it is impossible they 
should please Gob, or iBlnd accept- 
ance with him, Rom. V. 1. jfoJbnxv. 
5. For, 1st, (bs was before obsefv^ 
cd) our natural state is a stateof en^ 
mity against Gop, an4 is not subject 
to his holy and spiritual government, 
lieither indeed can be^ Rom. viii. 
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B, 8. And there is an coil inclina- 
thn in us by nature which tendeth 
ppwerfully to sin, subduing and raj&- 
tinsatingMsto ih^ love and practice 
.erf it, Rom. vii. 20, 23. Insomuch 
that we must be born of the Spirit, 
before we can live a spiritual* life, 
^ John iii. 3, 6. And be created again 
in Christ Jesus unto good works before 
we can.havej&(?w^r to perform tJiem, 
Epb.iu iO. i2d. While we remain 
in our natural state, we are under the 
curse of God for all our sins, ^obn 
iii. 18. £ph. ii. 3. The benefit of 
remission of sins, and freedom from 
cqndenmation, is not given unto us 
in our unrenewed state, but only in 
Christ Jesus, through yijrf/A in bim, 
Rom. viii. 1* £ph. i. 7. How can 
.we imagine, therefore, to subdue sin, 
and practice holiness, while God is 
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against ns, and cursetb us ? , 3d/ As 
we are fiy nature children ctf wnitJr, 
so wc are under tht p&wer znd injfu^ 
ence of the, devil; that evil spirit; 
who secretly worketh and rtileth ih 
all the children of disobedience^ ^V^t 
iL 2, 5. From which spiritual bcfri- 
dage and captivity we are only dfeli- 
vered by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
through faith, Acts xxvi. 18. 

So that if you aim at pleasing Groii^ 
or obeying his will, without first 
seeking justification by Christ*s pre- 
cious blood and righteousness ^ and 
sanctification by his holy Spirit^ you 
will find both wind and tide against 
you. Your corrupted natures, guilty 
consciences, and Satan^s power and 
malice, will certainly defeat and bring 
to nought all your purposes jtorf at- 
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fempts to love God and serve him in 
sincerity and truth, Luke xiii. 24, 

This glorious privilege of fellonv'' 
ship with Cht-ist Jesus, whereby be^ 
licvers ari? enabled to perform accept- 
able olfedieiice to God, is mohfre^- 
hf pffered to all sinners of mankind, 
ivho^ sensible of their necessitous^ 
helpless^ ai>d lost state land condition 
in themselves, are sincerely willing 
t0 /receive the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
Aeir only and alj sufficient Ssivioiir, 
ajiid all wii^ disposer and governor, 
7i^: Iv. i, 5. Jobnvx. 37, 40, If 
you thus seek to please God through 
{ait}i in Christ Je^us (in the diligent 
u^ of Jbe roefi^is df grace) hoping for 
all wisdom iand strength enly frorn 
tinijl Cor. i. 29. Trust assuredly, 
t^at be will enable you to dp pvery 



120 » An Appendix. 

thing thatisnecessary for his glory and 
your own happiness ; pardoning your 
failings, and comforting your hearts 
by his love and grace, 1 Cor. i. 7, 9- 
GaL V. 17. 

When you have done all you can in 
the service of God, be sure toloo]^ 
for salvation an,d happiness only as the: 
free gift of God's grace in Christ 
JeSus ; and not as merited or deserved 
iy your obedience^ Ronu,iii. 24, 28. 
Ga). ifi. 18, 22- Those who cnde^ 
vour (either in whole or in part) to 
procure for themselves a right to sal- 
vation and eternal life, by their obe- 
dience to. GoD*s commapds, do seek 
salvation by the nvorh of the lavfy 
and not by xht faith of Jesus Christ, 
and will never obtain it by these 
means. For this is a great ^ndfun^ 
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dananial error in religion, destroying 
the souls of men, Luke xviii. 9, 14» 
Gal. ill. 10, 12. For, 1. It directly 
opposez the design of Goo in man's 
Ovation, which is to glorify his ow^ 
free mercy, and rich grace in Christ 
Jesus, Epb. ii. 9, ^. It makes void 
ihe precious sacrifice and justifying 
righteousness of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Whosoever thus seek to be 
justified by the law^ they are fallen 
irom grace .• Christ is become of na 
effect unto them, and projStetb them 
nothiftg, Gal. v. 2, 4. ch. iii. 11, 22. 

Depending on our own obedic^nce 
for salvation, is a very sinful^ as 
weU as a fruitless, confidence. It is 
despising and cantradiciing all the in- 
finite perfections of God displayed m 
man's recovery. His glprious mercy, 
T2 
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iuiseaiv:hable wisdom,- awful justioev 
&c Roin. iii."21, 26. It is con- 
temning the authority of Goj^, who 
commands os to believe in the name 
^f the Lord Jesus Cbrbt, that we 
maybe saved, 1 John iii. 23. It is 
denying the truth of God, in not be^ 
li^ioing the record which he hath 
given us of eternal life in his Son, 
I John s. 10, IL. It is trampling 
upoii the unsearchable riches o£ the 
Eedeemer's love and goodness in his 
great uodertaking; and setting up 
our own perversa ivUls tmA /o&lish 
conceits in opposition to the counsel 
ofGcrn. 

Let every one be ]^rstiaded| there- 
fore, (as they vahie their present 
comfort and everlasting happiness^ 
to seek for salyation and holiness in 
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this way df faith and self denial; 
receiving . them as the free gift of 
God in Christ Jesus. By feith lay- 
ing hold on the infinite grace, mercy 
and power of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to justify and sanctify them. Which 
hath this excellent property, that ii is 
a surey and effectually j&cnu^r/w/, easy^ 
BXidcomfortable way to all holiness and 
^happiness ; being prescribed by the 
unsearchable wisdomand goodness 
of God himself* All other ways be- 
ing weak and insufficient ; strength- 
ening rather than subduing sin^ and 
ending in despair. And thus doing 
you nviji be blessed for ever. Amen. 



THE END. 
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